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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  TOM LEHMAN 
Saturday, June 21, 2014 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Tom, followed up your 65 with a 66 today, 

another bogey-free round.  Looks like a similar day to yesterday, you hit 15 of 18 
greens in reg, 27 putts.  Maybe just take us back through your day. 

 

TOM LEHMAN:  Well, it was a very similar day to yesterday.  I actually, I actually felt 
like I hit the ball better today than yesterday.  Didn't hit it quite as close but felt very 

comfortable over the ball and drove the ball pretty well again.  Definitely put myself in 
a position off of the tee to attack the golf course.  I hit a lot of fairways and I was 

hitting it out there pretty good today, so I had a lot of short irons.  Very, very pleased, I 

think especially or mostly with the fact that two bogey-free rounds.  It's been a while 
since I played a bogey-free round and to do it two days in a row is every bit as 

special. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  I guess similar to yesterday, you had that little run yesterday on 
holes 4 to 7 with four straight birdies and then today 11 to 16 you made four birdies. 

 

TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah, four to six holes.  I thought some of the holes on the front nine 
were pretty tricky, tough holes, and I managed to get through the front nine fairly well.  

And then the back nine, the par 5 11th was playing downwind when we got to it, 
playing short, made a birdie.  Then 13 was playing downwind, the par 4, and I 

chipped it in.  I didn't hit a very good 8-iron over the green, just misjudged the wind, 

and then chipped it in.  And then hit it close with a sand wedge or a lob wedge to 14, 
had another lob wedge to 16, so to give myself a lot of chances with wedges to get 

the ball in there close and I took advantage of it. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Go through your birdies real quick. 
 

TOM LEHMAN:  No. 2 is the short hole, hit 3-wood and a sand wedge to about six 

feet.  The 8th hole, hit a really good drive there and 9-iron to about five feet.  11, 
drove it to the right, one of the few bad drives the day, laid it up and hit a lob wedge to 

about six feet, made that.  13, I hit a good 8-iron but it went over the green and 
chipped it in.  14, I hit 3-wood and lob wedge to about seven or eight feet.  And then 

16, a good drive but into the right rough, laid it up, hit a lob wedge to about four feet.  

So hit a lot of wedges close today. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  How far was your chip-in on 13, Tom? 
 

TOM LEHMAN:  It wasn't real far away, it was maybe 20 feet, just over the back and 
the pin was towards the back. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Questions? 
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Q.  Tom, you said yesterday you had been struggling with the putter a little bit.  
When you have a round like you did yesterday, how much confidence did that 
give you, maybe make you a little anxious to get back out to the golf course 
today? 

 

TOM LEHMAN:  You know, I think putting is so much mental and I think more than 
anything if you're hitting the ball solidly with the putter and the ball's rolling well, it's 

always given me confidence.  So I can go, I guess, from being not very confident to 
actually quite confident if I feel like the ball is coming off the putter face with a 

beautiful roll because I'm hitting it so solidly, and that's the way it was yesterday and 
that's kind of the way it was today as well.  I tend to play the ball off the heel too much 

and don't get a pure roll.  So I really focus really very intentionally, which is unusual 

for me, I usually don't think a lot on the golf course, but I was very intentional the last 
two days to make sure I played the ball off the middle of the putter just because it's so 

easy for me to play it off the heel for some reason. 
 

Q.  Last year 13-under, you're 13-under right now.  You played here last year.  
What are the differences in scoring between this year and last year? 
 

TOM LEHMAN:  If I remember correctly, there was some breeze last year, least there 
was the last day I think.  I can't remember the first couple days.  But there's been 

really quite a lack of wind and I think there's a lot of scores as you see out there, a lot 
of guys are shooting under par. 

 

Q.  You made the deadline for beating the weather out here.  
 

TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah, thankfully we got to the 18th tee and they said, You've got 
about 10 minutes.  So we tried to play a little bit quicker on the last hole to beat the 

weather.  On the 18th tee we were told that we had about 10 minutes before the horn 

was going to blow.  I think last year, we were discussing that I got stuck last year with 
one shot left, had to come out the next morning and finish that one shot.  We were 

talking about just let's not let that happen again today.  We tried to get that last hole 
in. 

 
Q.  Thirteen birdies in two days, no bogeys.  How many more birdie chances 
have you had that were really good, legit birdie chances? 

 
TOM LEHMAN:  Define legit.  Inside 20 feet? 

 
Q.  Well, by your standards.  
 

TOM LEHMAN:  I haven't missed very many putts inside of six feet.  I'm not sure 
what the stat would be, but I haven't missed many.  I've made my share of putts from 

12 feet on in and I obviously missed a bunch of 15- and 20-footers, but I've made a 
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few as well.  If you were to kind of look and rate whether I'm making the most of my 

opportunities, I think you would say that I'm doing pretty well. 
 

Q.  Do you remember last year which day it was that you had to come back? 
 

TOM LEHMAN:  I think it was 18, I don't remember if it was the first day.  You 

probably remember we had a big storm come in the first day, Friday afternoon I'm 
pretty certain.  Then it came back out the next day and, you know, I'm not sure what 

time it was but it was kind of a bummer.  Anyway, my caddie was reminding, Don't do 
it to me again this year.  I go, What's that?  He said, Last year you got stuck with one 

putt left. 
 

Q.  The Tiger Woods news he's going to be playing next week, what do you 
think about that and is there much chatter among the guys about him? 
 

TOM LEHMAN:  He's playing out here?  (Laughter.)  Then the answer is no, there's 
no chatter.  Well, good for golf, good for Tiger.  I wish him the very, very best, I think 

we all do.  Golf is better if a healthy Tiger is out there playing and he's such a great 

player, I would like to see him finish his career strong. 
 

Q.  Tom, when you chip one in like that, do you feel like this is maybe my 
tournament to win, does that kind of give you the momentum for something like 
that? 
 

TOM LEHMAN:  I thought more about it in terms of the momentum of the round, 

forgetting about winning or losing at that point.  I think it's safe to do that.  But just 
more in terms of I hit a good drive and I hit a good second, the wind carried it a bit, it 

would have been a shame to make a bogey.  I had kind of a junky lie but it played like 
a little bunker shot.  I hit a beautiful little shot, so it seems like when things are kind of 

going your way, those things tend to happen more often.  I'm quite certain that it's 

because you're so focused and you have so many positive thoughts in your head 
because things are going well that things like that do happen.  You know, you wonder 

why they don't go like that all the time.  I don't think people think that positively all the 
time.  I think most of the time you have a little less commitment, a little less 

determination or whatever it might be and good things seem to happen when you're 
the most positive. 

 

Q.  Looking ahead to tomorrow, the way the numbers are up there, obviously 
you still need to go pretty low tomorrow? 

 
TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah, I think you're watching good scores today and obviously it's 

going to rain some more, which is going to soften the course even more.  And I'm not 

sure what the wind forecast is, but the lack of wind has been what's led to the birdie 
barrage out there.  But you still have to drive it straight.  I do feel good that probably 

the strongest club in my bag is my driver.  I love hitting my driver and I usually drive it 
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pretty well.  You know, 11 out of 14 fairways two days in a row is pretty good around 

here, and I think if I can do it again tomorrow it'll let me play offense quite a bit and 
should be able to make some more birdies.  

 
Q.  Are you planning on planning Hoylake? 

 

TOM LEHMAN:  I'm not. 
 

Q.  Why is that?   
 

TOM LEHMAN:  I've got two boys who are playing junior golf and one of them is 11 
years old, the other one is 18 and just finished playing high school baseball and 

football and he's a very talented golfer but hasn't had a chance to play at all over the 

last six years, so he's starting it up and cranking it up, and so I'm going to spend my 
time those two weeks with them, one kid has two tournaments, the other one has 

three, so I'm going to do some coaching. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Okay, thank you, Tom. 

 
TOM LEHMAN:  Thank you. 
 


