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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  TOM LEHMAN 
Friday, June 20, 2014 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Tom, Lehman, thanks for joining us in the 

Encompass Championship media center.  Seven-under 65, good start for you.  
Maybe just some quick comments on your day and it looks like seven birdies, no 

bogeys. 

 
TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah, it's been a while since I've been in the interview room.  I'm not 

even sure I remember how to get here.  That's how the year's been, it's been erratic, 
so it's nice to be in here today obviously.  Yeah, the round was seven birdies and no 

bogeys, so I think I'm happy with both of those numbers.  I haven't been making that 

many birdies and I've been making way too many bogeys.  To kind of change that 
kind of spiral I was in a little bit this year, at least for one round, was nice so I feel 

good about it.  
 

DAVE SENKO:  Has there been one area -- 
 

TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah, I've been putting poorly.  My putting has been erratic.  I've 

been messing with cross-handed, messing with getting my hands higher, getting my 
hands lower.  Today just went back to like I've been working on for the last four or five 

years in my putting, just trying to get comfortable and just try to make a good roll and 
the ball went in the hole.  I felt good doing it, too, so I feel confident (inaudible) and 

I've been hitting the ball well all year, so I'm pretty pleased with my game.  

 
DAVE SENKO:  Birdies, start at No. 11. 

 
TOM LEHMAN:  We started on the 10th hole.  Par 5, No. 11, made a birdie, just a 

little lob wedge into about eight feet.  The next birdie I think came at 14, hit a pitching 
wedge from 133 yards to about four feet.  The next hole, good drive and 8-iron to 

about 15 feet and made that putt.  

 
DAVE SENKO:  And then four in a row, four through seven. 

 
TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah, fourth hole is a par 3, hit a good 5-iron and made about a 

15-foot putt.  The following hole, pitching wedge to about 12 feet and made that.  The 

next hole I nearly holed with a sand wedge from 88 yards that lipped out six inches 
only, tapped that in.  The following hole, 6-iron to about 15 feet again and made a 

good putt there.  All those mid-range putts are the ones I've been really struggling 
with, 15-footers, and today I was seeing the line, I was getting them online and the 

speed was just right. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Questions? 
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Q.  When you're in a putting slump like this and it's going on quite a while, how 
many different things do you try and how frustrating does it get? 
 

TOM LEHMAN:  Well, I think it gets very frustrating mostly because you start to 
second guess yourself, which is where I've been living.  I've been living in this zone of 

second guessing my reads, second guessing my stroke because I misread so many 

putts and then become less committed to the putt and start putting bad strokes on 
them.  It's kind of a cycle, so it's been a very frustrating last couple of years in that 

way.  It's been a lot of times, actually if I had to be perfectly honest, where I felt like I 
rolled the ball really well but still made nothing because I wasn't really seeing the line 

that well.  So it's as much maybe optics or whatever you might want to call it as the 
actual stroke, but the bottom line is it all kind of starts to get in your head and you 

start to second guess. 

 
Q.  Last couple years you feel you haven't played as well.  How long has it been 
since you had a round like this actually? 
 

TOM LEHMAN:  I think I played some good rounds.  It's not like I've been playing 

poorly, I just haven't been getting out of my rounds what I could.  So I've been turning 
a lot of 65s into 69s or 68s or 70s or something.  It's not that I'm playing poorly, I 

would never go in that direction.  But in order to shoot a low round, you have to putt 
well or maybe you're just scrambling like crazy.  Either way you're getting it up and 

down, or a bogey a round with seven birdies, you've got to make some putts to save 
pars or makes some birdies.  There's key putts in every round.  When you miss that 

key putt or miss a couple of those key putts, it really makes it hard to keep the 

momentum going.  I played with Olin Browne today, I had a great pairing.  I really 
enjoy playing with Olin.  He had that kind of a day.  He played really well but he 

missed two or three putts when he had to make an eight-footer for a par and lost 
those two or three shots and ended up shooting 1-under when he actually played 

much better.  That's kind of what happens, you need to make those key putts. 

 
Q.  (Inaudible.)  
 
TOM LEHMAN:  Oh, yeah. 

 
Q.  And what are the (inaudible) when you were going left-hand low? 

 

TOM LEHMAN:  You know, my first week left-hand low I putted well and the second 
week I putted not quite as well.  Then the third week in Des Moines it got to the point 

where I literally could hardly take it back.  I had a three-putt on the 18th hole from 
15 feet.  The first one I pulled about a foot, a straight putt.  And then the second one, 

a two-and-a-half or three-footer, I never even touched the hole, it was really ugly.  

And at that point this left-hand low thing is not going to last long. 
 

Q.  I was going to ask, I don't know where you stayed last night if it was rainy, if 
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you sensed it was going to be slow today and if at that point you were like 
great, I'm playing in the morning, I can just try to feast out there? 
 

TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah, well, I definitely heard it raining but it's kind of been soft all 
week.  The best I've seen this course play was the practice rounds last year when it 

was so dry coming into the tournament and then it rained before it started.  The 

course played kind of soft last year and it's playing soft again this year.  So the lack of 
wind is probably the biggest factor of all though.  It was pretty still out there most of 

the time today. 
 

Q.  Tom, how much do you enjoy the older classic style courses compared to 
maybe some of the new housing development courses you see out on Tour?  
 

TOM LEHMAN:  Well, I like the movement of the fairways in those old classic 
courses, the kinds of things where it's not just a bowling alley, the fairway moves in 

and moves out, trees hanging over so you have angles you have to pay attention to 
and you can easily drive it through the fairway.  That's what I like about it, puts a 

premium on driving the golf ball.  If you drive the golf ball well out, here you're 

probably going to have a reasonable week.  Even if you don't putt well, you'll probably 
still have a decent week because it's easy to get out of position off the tee. 

 
Q.  Just for the sake of detail, what putter did you use today? 

 
TOM LEHMAN:  I've had a Cameron that I've had for, you know, quite a while and it's 

still in the bag.  It's not the putter, it's the person stroking it.  It's interesting.  I was at 

Callaway Farms on Monday and I was talking to a teacher and we were talking about 
putting and he was complimenting me on my putting stroke and that actually was very 

helpful.  You putt exactly the same way as you hit the ball, you're very aligned with 
how you approach putting and hitting a golf shot, which I take to be a compliment.  He 

said, You've got a great stroke, so that kind of got me back on the road of feeling 

good about myself putting a little bit and realizing that technically I probably do plenty 
of things right, so it's more about dealing with putting mentally. 

 
Q.  (Inaudible.)  
 
TOM LEHMAN:  No, Bill Moretti, he's from Texas, he was up for the day. 

 

Q.  A blade putter? 
 

TOM LEHMAN:  Well, no, it's like a Ping style putter. 
 

Q.  Kenny Perry playing in the U.S. Open.  How much did you play on the PGA 
TOUR and the Champions Tour?  What are the challenges of having one foot on 
the regular Tour and playing on the Champions Tour? 
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TOM LEHMAN:  Well, I think you learn quickly that it's tough to accomplish much on 

either tour if you do that.  I think when I first turned 50 I tried do it for a little while and 
took satisfaction out of the fact that I played well whenever I played but I didn't play 

enough out here to contend for the Schwab Cup, didn't play enough out there to 
contend for the top 30 or whatever it might be.  So you're kind of in a no-man's land.  I 

think guys actually quickly figure out that you're better off committing to one tour or 

the other.  I think Kenny's done that.  He tried to go in both directions for a year or two 
and it was difficult for him as well.  So he's committed out here and I think he's playing 

great.  And I think in stepping back over to play, you feel like you belong out there, 
you feel like you're playing well, you expect to do well.  I'm not surprised ever when 

anybody from this Tour steps over to the other Tour and plays well, I expect them to. 
 

Q.  Tom, one of your members out here playing both tours this year probably to 
look at players for the fall is Tom Watson.  Would you talk a little bit about Tom 
and how you think he'll do as a Ryder Cup captain? 

 
TOM LEHMAN:  I think he's a great pick to be the captain over there.  Boy, how do 

those fans cheer against Tom Watson?  They'll find a way to be respectfully against 

him, but they have so much respect for him that I think gives our team a little bit of 
something extra that other captains wouldn't bring to the table.  It will be a tough 

crowd in Scotland, and to sort of have Tom leading the show, I think he's the right 
man for the job. 

 
Q.  What makes a good Ryder Cup captain?  What qualities do they have to 
bring to the table? 

 
TOM LEHMAN:  I think I guess at the end of the day what makes any coach a great 

coach, what makes any leader a great leader, he inspires people, and there's many 
ways of inspiring.  I think Tom's way is he's just a really tough competitor, he's a 

no-nonsense guy.  He's not a warm and fuzzy kind of guy.  He's a very black and 

white, let's get out there, and he expects to win and I think that kind of mentality, that 
mental toughness that he brings is inspirational.  I think people who play for him will 

be inspired by his expectation to be excellent and his expectation to win.  He's not 
going over there to finish second, I think he'll inspire guys that way.  Other people are 

inspirational other ways, maybe they have a way of molding what they have to say in 
such a way that it takes pressure off and makes you want to run through a wall.  Guys 

like John Wooden who just were these amazing teachers or mentors.  There's all 

kinds of different ways of leading but in the end you always inspire. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Tom. 
 


