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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  KENNY PERRY 
Thursday, June 19, 2014 
 
(Interview in progress) 

 
KENNY PERRY:  You know, to me, I didn't feel -- in most U.S. Opens I feel pretty 

stressed out.  You've got 25-yard fairways, six-inch rough.  Last week you just had 
the sandy whatever you call the scrub off the fairways and you could actually play out 

of it.  I was excited.  I didn't feel claustrophobic out there.  Drove the ball beautifully 
and just had a wonderful week and then hit the shot of my life.  I hit a terrible 5-wood 

off the tee, I pushed it way right into the -- there were three bunkers over there and 

then all the scrub area, and luckily I ended up in the middle of a bunker with not a big 
lip on it.  I had 220 to the hole and I hit my 4-iron hybrid, my Adams hybrid, and all I 

was trying to do was carry across the bunker up there that was 200 yards away and it 
was another 20 wards from there up to the flagstick.  All I was trying to do was carry 

across the bunker and run it up onto the green and try to somehow survive and make 

a par.  It came out, it kept running straight.  I'm thinking, oh, no, it's going to go over 
the back because all these pins were on knolls and if you just went a little too far or 

whatever.  About that time I saw everybody leaping in the stands.  I couldn't see it, I 
was so far back there, and I knew it went in and that was the longest shot I've ever 

made in my life.  I never made anything over 200 yards ever.  To do it at a U.S. Open 
was pretty special.  It was a pretty neat experience for me.  

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  And then you were in the group for Zach --   
 

KENNY PERRY:  Exactly.  What people don't realize, in 2005 Peter Jacobsen, I was 
with Peter and he made the only hole-in-one that week on the 9th hole and I was 

paired with Peter.  And now I'm paired with Zach on Sunday and he makes a 

hole-in-one on the 9th hole so I'm just a lucky charm, I guess. 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Talk about your game and coming to North Shore for this 
event. 

 
KENNY PERRY:  I'm excited.  This is a great golf course.  I finished tied for third I 

believe here last year, 11-under.  Immediately loved it, loved the format.  You play 

with a celebrity or a good amateur.  I had a good amateur last year.  It was just a lot 
of fun and I just remember competing all the way down to the end and not getting the 

job done at the end.  But I just remember how excited I was to come back and now 
I've got 54 holes under my belt, I actually understand the golf course a little bit.  So I'll 

go out today and play the pro-am as my practice round and hopefully get ready and 

go have another great week. 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Questions? 
 

Q.  Yeah, just changing the mindset from U.S. Open coming into the 
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Encompass Championship, how do you really shift that focus, and is it more of 
a process or it it just come out here and relax? 
 

KENNY PERRY:  Well, I hope it will feel a lot easier.  I've never felt more 
uncomfortable in my life than at the U.S. Open.  I was putting balls off the green, I 

chipped balls off the green.  The U.S. Open reminded me, you know those pictures 

that you get and people have on the wall like the green is way off in the distance up 
this mountain bluff?  That's kind of the way I felt that golf course played last week.  I 

was very uneasy and was very nervous.  Hopefully this week will be a lot more 
relaxing, a lot more enjoyable.  And when I do get into some pressure situation I can 

kind of say, heck, I survived last week, this should be a piece of cake.  My mindset 
should be a lot easier.  I feel a lot more comfortable out on the Champions Tour.  I've 

enjoyed this tour, great guys, great golf courses, and I always look forward to just 

going out and competing. 
 

Q.  Any thoughts on the course so far, any challenges along the way or where 
you might be able to take advantage? 

 

KENNY PERRY:  My length is a huge advantage for me out here on this tour.  I'm 
able to get to most of the par 5s in two and that's a big plus.  At the Big Cedar Lodge 

on the big golf course I made seven birdies and an eagle and that was a huge, big 
golf course.  To me, whenever we get to where length is to my advantage.  My only 

problem is will my putter wake up, will my short game be there to match my long 
game.  My long game usually is okay and the weeks I compete and do well is I'm 

putting good that week. 

 
Q.  Do you like having the back to back so quick of getting out on the course or 
would you rather take some time off?  
 

KENNY PERRY:  I would rather like to have the week off because I was pretty 

stressed out.  Monday I slept most of the day, I was physically and mentally 
exhausted.  The U.S. Open's more of a mental test as well as a (inaudible.)  We 

played in 94-degree heat every day last week and I came up here, I landed, it was 59, 
I was freezing.  I was like what is going on?  But I would have liked to have this week 

off, but they do such a great job, Encompass does such a great job running this 
tournament, they're great sponsors, Hollis, they're just good people, I'd like to support 

them so that's why I'm here. 

 
Q.  This is a beautiful Colt-Allison course built in the '20s.  Do you play many 
courses like that on the Champions Tour?  
 

KENNY PERRY:  Actually we played a couple.  The old course at Dick's Sporting 

Goods, we used to call it the BC Open, is an old tree-lined, old-school style golf 
course which reminds me a lot of here.  This one's a little bit bigger than I think the 

BC Open is.  To me that's the way I like to play golf.  It's kind of what I envision.  I'm 
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not like a Pete Dye kind of guy where you see all the water and all the trouble, you're 

optically challenged.  I like the beauty of the trees, the rolling hills, the beauty of the 
golf course, kind of reminds me a lot of home. 

 
Q.  Kenny, you talked about back here playing this great old fashioned golf 
course.  (Inaudible)  
 
KENNY PERRY:  Well, we have a few of these courses.  We were talking about that 

just a minute ago, the old courses that we play on the Champions Tour and there's a 
lot of them.  It seems like I'm having flashbacks to the PGA TOUR.  It seems like a lot 

of the Champions Tour are the courses that we played on the PGA TOUR when I was 
going gung ho 20 years ago.  But North Shore here is just a tremendous old golf 

course.   

 
As I was telling them, after coming off having all the pressure on me last week at the 

U.S. Open and knowing how important every shot was living and dying, I may not feel 
that as much out here but yet it reminds me a lot of home, the tree lines, the rolling 

hills, just the beauty of this place.  It's just a traditional old-school golf course and it 

allows you to hit golf shots.  If you push it in the trees, if you hook it in the trees, 
you're going to have to hook it out of the trees.  If you push it in the tress, you're going 

to have to slice it out of the trees.  It's kind of how you hit the golf shots determines 
how you're going to hit the next one the way these courses are set up.  The greens 

were great last year.  I finished tied for third, 11-under here last year.  Really look 
forward to the opportunity of doing a little better this year. 

 

Q.  Are any of the guys requesting you as a partner?  We understand when they 
play with you they tend to make holes-in-one.  
 
KENNY PERRY:  Definitely, Peter Jacobsen in '05 and then Zach Johnson.  I'm the 

good luck charm out there.  I'm the golden horseshoe, I guess.  They were all kind of 

teasing me in the locker room.  They said yes, we want to play with you more often. 
 

Q.  (Inaudible) not only at Pinehurst but I think he was with you at Hartford 
when he won right before he came out here on tour?  
 
KENNY PERRY:  He did. 

 

Q.  There's about three events where you're the good luck charm.  (Inaudible.)  
 

KENNY PERRY:  Definitely.  I was paired with him and Jay Haas in the first two 
rounds at Legends of Golf and they were in the lead going into Sunday.  My partner 

and I didn't get with them so they lost to the Smurfs.  I just telling Jake he needs to 

fork up a little more cash and I'll try to play with him a little more often. 
 

Q.  Can you tell us what it's like -- I understand you own and operate a golf 
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course in your hometown.  Can you tell us what it's like not only being on tour 
but being a golf course owner as well?  
 

KENNY PERRY:  Well, the PGA offered to extend me an invitation to play in the PGA 
Championship this year at Valhalla, so I'm excited to go back home and represent 

them.  That's what grows the game.  I try to give back to my community to the kids, 

my high school plays, the Western Kentucky college team comes out and practices.  I 
allow them to come out and play, don't charge them, just trying to grow the game.  

When you see all the men and women in the PGA program, your club pros and your 
assistants, they're all trying to grow the game.  Golf's in a spot where we need to 

bring some excitement into it.  Actually, it reminds me a lot of tennis where tennis 
used to be number one, then it fell off the map.  Then golf went to number one and 

now golf's starting to slide and I don't understand what's causing all that.  So we need 

to figure out a way to reinvigorate the youth and that's kind of the reason why I built 
Country Creek in Franklin. 

 
Q.  When I talked to you last year, you said you were hoping to play one more 
time at the John Deere.  Are you still hoping to go back and play in that 
tournament again? 
 

KENNY PERRY:  Definitely.  I love going back to all those places.  I love to go back 
to Memorial, Colonial, Bay Hill, all the places I've won and had success at.  Clair does 

a great job, the tournament director there.  I think a lot of him.  Would love to go back.  
It was always a special place in my heart to go and play and to be their champion.  

Anywhere you're a champion you always like to go back and tell them thank you.  

 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Thank you, Kenny, good luck this week 
 


