
tee-scripts.com 
   

1 

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  BERNHARD LANGER 
Thursday, June 19, 2014 
 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We welcome Bernhard Langer into the interview room this 

morning here at the Encompass Championship.  Bernhard, two-time winner thus far 
in 2014 and just having another solid season leading the Schwab Cub money list and 

just having a great year.  Just some thoughts about coming back to Chicago to play in 

this event.  You had a good finish here last year. 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, it's a wonderful event.  It's a little different as we're 
playing with, you know, one pro, one amateur for a couple days.  The golf course is 

great.  I think everybody loves it.  I had a chance to play a practice round on Tuesday.  

It's in phenomenal condition, really good.  I think everybody's excited to be back here.  
It's a wonderful venue.  It's a great city, Chicago, to be playing golf.  A lot of support 

from the community and a lot of spectators generally, they just love the game of golf.  
It's wonderful for us to be here. 

 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  You didn't play, had a week off and went to Alaska and went 

fishing with your kids.  Do you want to touch on that?  

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah.  I did that once 25 years ago with my brother and 

we've been talking for years and years to do that again.  Now my two sons are old 
enough and I figured it would be a great thing to do, the four of us.  Take my two sons 

and my brother; two older brothers, two younger brothers in a sense, and go fishing 

for a few days.   
 

This year, you know, we finally nailed down a couple days and decided to go.  It was 
a wonderful trip for us.  Caught a lot of fish, had some good weather, some bad 

weather and created some great memories for the four of us.  Everybody was thrilled.  
It's a long way to go but it was certainly worth it. 

 

Q.  Just your first thoughts on the course and any challenges it's going to 
present this weekend? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, as I said a minute ago, I think the condition of the golf 

course is very good.  Hopefully we don't get too much rain here because it plays great 

when it's firm and fast.  The green -- sorry, the rough is not extremely high but it's 
very healthy, very thick, so it plays a lot tougher than it looks at firsthand.  Greens are 

very small for the most part with some big ridges in it, which means you have to hit 
very, very small targets to get on the right level and avoid those putts over ridges one 

way or another.  It's a good driving golf course.  You've got to hit the fairways to be 
able to spin the ball and control your distance to hit the small greens, so it's a very 

good challenge all throughout.  
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Q.  You mentioned going to Alaska.  At this stage in your career how important 
is it to take those trips and just get away from golf a little bit and clear your 
head? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I think it's very important.  I think it's important throughout 

your whole life to just get away from the game here and there and spend time with 

your family and your kids or friends, whatever it is.  I've always done that to some 
extent, maybe a little bit more now than I had when I was my 20s or 30s, but it's 

important for anybody that has been doing the same thing as long as I have.  I turned 
pro when I was 18 on tour and now I'm going to be 57, so it's almost 40 years out 

here.  So I have to pace myself to still be interested, to not get bored or flat or 
whatever.  I don't play usually three or four events in a row because I lose my 

patience and I'm not as fresh and as eager.  So it's a matter of knowing yourself and 

just timing your schedule in a sense where when you come out you want to be here 
and you want to give it a hundred percent and put a lot of effort and work into it.  I've 

learned that I usually do better that way than just putting down lots of events and 
playing numbers and I'm not performing and I'm not really enjoying it to the extent that 

I would like to. 

 
Q.  After how many days fishing are you thinking, okay, it's time to get back to 
golf? 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  It was probably the fourth day but I really enjoyed it.  It's so 
unique to have this one-on-one time with your two sons and not many other 

distractions because we were in a very remote place where cell phones don't work 

and there was one TV in the whole compound.  So it's good to just get away from the 
business of life that we're all involved in. 

 
Q.  Perhaps you've been asked about a gentleman named Martin Kaymer.  I 
know you were obviously fishing, but have you had a chance to look at what he 
did at Pinehurst and form any impressions or thoughts? 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I saw a little bit on TV.  As I told you, there was a TV 
out there and we saw some of that.  We made sure we saw some of that because it 

was exciting to all of us, all four of us.  We were obviously thrilled with how great he 
played, how composed he was -- no, that's the wrong word.  Whatever.  He just hung 

in there, played extremely smart and very good golf, made some key putts but also 

some great shots.  I was thrilled for him to have won two of the biggest tournaments 
there is in the whole year and he's won them in the last five weeks, something like 

that.  It's great to see him back.  He was struggling a little bit.  A lot of people would 
have been happy to play the way he played when he struggled, but for his part he 

was struggling a bit, changing his swing.  He's done with that.  He's not thinking about 

technique anymore.  He's playing golf again.  He was always a very positive person 
that believed he can shoot low numbers and he's done that before and he's going to 

do it again.  He shot that with two 65s, he's very capable of doing that and I think 
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we're going to hear a lot more about him if he stays healthy. 

 
Q.  And he referred to you as kind of a mentor, and what kind of advice did you 
give him or counsel about anything? 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, some of that is (inaudible) some of these younger guys 

want to confide and talk about and that's the way it should be.  It's just some life stuff, 
some golf stuff, things I've learned, things I might have done wrong, just depends.  

There were different times and different occasions.  We've met on numerous 
occasions, whether it's about the Masters or the Ryder Cup or just general things 

about life.  There's so much to talk about and a lot to share.  And he's got other 
people in his life that he can talk with, I'm not the only one, but I've always enjoyed 

talking to him.  He comes from a great family and I really think a lot of him.  

 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Bernhard, good luck this week.  

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Thank you, appreciate it.   
 


