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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:     
FRED FUNK & JEFF SLUMAN  
Sunday, June 8, 2014 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Okay, congratulations.  I would like to welcome our 2014 Big Cedar 

Lodge Legends of Golf Champions Division winners, Fred Funk and Jeff Sluman.  
Just a couple things here.  Jeff, you became the fifth player to win this tournament 

with two different partners and the seventh time this event has been won by players in 

consecutive years.  And Jeff, this is your sixth Champions Tour win and this is your 
ninth win, Fred.  With that, if you could get us started, just talk about the day, Jeff.   

 
JEFF SLUMAN:  Well, we obviously tried to stick with the same plan we had 

yesterday and managed to do that.   
 

First I would like to say playing against -- playing with and obviously against Jay and 

Peter, Jay's had a remarkable year this year and for us to come out on top and beat 
him the way he's played this year, I know he's got to be very disappointed and he's 

played great.  Jay made a putt on No. 8 that we all thought he was going to make, but 
when you could beat Jay, you're probably going to be in pretty good position.  He's 

finished in the Top 5 eight or nine times already this year, so we felt lucky to be 

playing well and fortunate to beat him.   
 

We stuck to our game plan, hit a lot of good quality shots and just really didn't make 
any mistakes today.  It's easy to do that in the alternate shot format.  I can tell you the 

second time around I was as tight as I was yesterday, and once we got through that I 

got looser.  So we tried to do this 18 birdie chances on the last nine holes in the best 
ball format and for the most part we had a lot of chances, much better today than 

yesterday.  
 

FRED FUNK:  Well, I'll just continue what he says, or just repeat it without repeating it 
but I agree with him.  It was a lot of fun.  Jay has been playing unbelievably well this 

year.  Between he and Bernhard, they're the two studs this year so far with their 

consistency and quality of play. 
 

But the tournament was a lot of fun.  It was just a real treat -- it turned out to be really 
fun and a real treat to play this par-3.  And it is a little nerve wracking like yesterday 

with the alternate shot because it just seems to put more pressure on you.  What I 

really noticed when I was standing on top, it just seemed like the way, looking back 
how exciting it had to be on TV because it was exciting for us because every hole 

was its own little -- you had to set up your birdie, you felt like you had to make birdies.  
We had this little shootout going between Jay and Peter and our group and we just 

really played well, a lot of quality golf and a lot of key putts.  Just came down to Jay 
missing that little putt on -- well, it wasn't that little but a very makeable putt on eight.  

Slu just made an unbelievable, a great two-putt, a great two-putt on nine that won it 



tee-scripts.com 
  2 

for us.  It was just a joy to get a win again.  Playing with Slu, he's one of my best 

buddies out here.  I've known him a long time.  It's fun when a plan like this comes 
together.  I know he won it with Fax last year, who's another great friend of both of us 

obviously and a great friend of everybody.  I just benefited by him having his daughter 
graduate, so timing is everything and it worked out really well obviously.  The 

common denominator is Slu.  I guess I need a lot of help.  

 
DAVE SENKO:  Speaking of timing, Brad, we do have a caller?    

 
BRAD FAXON:  Throw a pie in his face yet, does that mean anything?  Hey, Fred?  

 
FRED FUNK:  Yeah, Fax.   

 

BRAD FAXON:  Congratulations.  I just want you to know it will only feel good for one 
more week and then whoever who Slu plays with next year, he's going to win it again.  

Congratulations, that's awesome. 
 

FRED FUNK:  Thanks, Fax.  I hope your daughter had a great graduation and you 

had a great weekend.   
 

BRAD FAXON:  That's fantastic, great playing.  The way you played the last few 
holes in the rain. 

 
FRED FUNK:  It was something, Fax.  It was raining pretty hard.    

 

BRAD FAXON:  It looks like a beautiful place. 
 

JEFF SLUMAN:  How'd it come across on TV?   
 

BRAD FAXON:  It looks pretty good.  It's on a little tape delay so you guys are still on 

15 right now, but it looks good. 
 

FRED FUNK:  They haven't seen my putt on the last hole yet. 
 

JEFF SLUMAN:  One of the best you'll ever see.   
 

BRAD FAXON:  You didn't fall down on the ground or anything, did you?  

 
JEFF SLUMAN:  I had about a 40-foot putt on my first one and a 50-foot putt on my 

second one.   
 

BRAD FAXON:  No way.  That's awesome, really great.  Well, fantastic stuff, you 

guys. 
 

FRED FUNK:  Thanks, Faxon.  I'll call you. 
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DAVE SENKO:  Before we open it up for some questions, if you can just take us 
through the birdies, No. 5. 

 
JEFF SLUMAN:  Fred hit it pretty close in the alternate.  It was our only birdie in the 

alternate shot.  Hit a wedge in there. 

 
FRED FUNK:  Four, five feet? 

 
JEFF SLUMAN:  And then on 10, kind of crazy on 10.  I hit, Brad hit and Jay hit and 

we all landed win a foot of each other and they had five-footers and I had about a 
three-footer.  I made mine.  Fred hit it about three feet on 11, a nice par on 12.  13, 

(inaudible).  If it goes three more feet it's got a chance.  I hit that about three feet.  

Next hole, Fred hit to five feet.  Meanwhile, they're knocking birdies out left and right 
on us also.  And then 7 was the other birdie.  I hit an 8-iron maybe 20, 25 feet. 

 
FRED FUNK:  That was big. 

 

JEFF SLUMAN:  We both had about the same length of putt.  It was funny when we 
liked a look, it didn't matter if somebody was away or closer, a couple times I said, I'll 

just putt, I like it, and Fred did the same, and pretty much every time we made those 
putts.  Fred said, Who wants to putt?  I said, I like the look of this and I made that 

from 25 feet. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  You said nine or 18 you two-putted?  

 
JEFF SLUMAN:  Two-putt from Arkansas it seemed like.  

 
FRED FUNK:  I putt up there about six feet.  Interestingly enough I was further left but 

I saw how the green was and how the tee was and I said if I get too greedy on this 

putt, it kind of went up and to the right and it was going to go back left, if I push it a 
little, I said, jeez, I could end up by Jay.  Then I realized that somebody was going to 

end up by Jay so I gave myself a little room on the left and put it about six feet by and 
then I hit a spot and we all kind of started laughing.  I knew it was on the razorback 

and if I hit the right side of the razorback I was going to go down where Jay was and I 
was actually thinking about not putting that because I didn't want to give him a line. 

 

JEFF SLUMAN:  Were you thinking of chipping?  
 

FRED FUNK:  No, I was thinking about picking it up.  I really didn't want -- I was 
thinking jeez, I've got to putt it because I didn't want to give Jay the line. 

 

JEFF SLUMAN:  It was funny because I had six feet and my caddie said, Do you 
want to putt?  I said, No, I want Fred to putt.  (Inaudible) even if Jay had the line.  It 

was 30, 35 feet, I thought maybe Fred might make it, but I didn't want to putt and then 
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because Peter putted up so close.  Anyways, it ended up working out for us. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Questions? 

 
Q.  Jeff, the birdies you guys were punching back and forth with each other and 
then at the very end it was a par putt that wins it.  
 
JEFF SLUMAN:  That's just how golf is.  It was a very difficult pin, it was tough to 

kind of get at them, like Fred says, being on that razorback.  Maybe probably hit the 
wrong club off the tee but I wanted to make sure I got it on the green.  They both 

knocked theirs on and I didn't want to try and hit something a little soft and maybe 
miss the green.  I wanted to get it on for Fred. 

 

FRED FUNK:  Problem was, the first time around for whatever reason it played really 
short and everybody kind of hit the same clubs with it being a little further back and 

just played mega-long.  None of us really hit good tee shots.  They certainly didn't end 
up where we thought they were going to end up.  Jay's the only one who got pin high 

but it was on the wrong level.  They were really tough putts.  Peter hit a great putt 

where he was.  I was looking at mine thinking there's no way, just get close.  
Honestly, just trying to keep it on the top level.  The minute I hit it, I just went -- I never 

even hit it.   
 

Anyway it was a bad spot to be but it did play very difficult (inaudible) the little par 
putt.  I'm just so glad we made it because that wouldn't have tasted too good. 

 

Q.  Jeff, is there something about the team format that appeals to you? 
 

JEFF SLUMAN:  For some reason I've always done well in these team-type formats.  
I won in the Shark Shootout twice.  I won the CVS Charity Classic, Brad and Billy's 

deal.  I won this thing a couple of times.  (Inaudible)  Actually the first four years, I lost 

in a playoff with him, finished second another time.  I don't know what it is, maybe I've 
got a good eye for partners. 

 
FRED FUNK:  The common denominator. 

 
Q.  Did you guys feel like you played really consistent in the alternate shot, and 
Jay Haas started with a couple bogeys going into that back nine, actually the 
front nine.  Did you feel a little bit more confidence coming into that since you 
were able to actually see maybe they weren't playing --  
 
JEFF SLUMAN:  Not really, I thought they were playing as well, but then alternate 

shot just doesn't take really too much of a little miscue to make a bogey. 

 
FRED FUNK:  They rebounded quick, too.  
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JEFF SLUMAN:  We knew it was game on and we kind of felt like -- I think we shot 

5-under and I felt like we probably needed to shoot six.  Making the turn I think we 
had a one-shot lead.  I thought maybe six might do it.  (Inaudible) shoot seven to play 

off.  The way those guys have been playing and especially Jay's been playing 
unbelievable this year, we expected them to birdie every hole so that's what we were 

trying to do. 

 
Q.  Did this kind of meet your expectations or did you have any expectations for 
this? 
 

JEFF SLUMAN:  Format was awesome.  The alternate shot was much more nerve 
wracking for everybody that I talked to. 

 

FRED FUNK:  Yeah. 
 

JEFF SLUMAN:  But as we said, the golf course, everything about what Johnny's 
done was -- blew expectations away.  It's off the charts it's so good.  We're happy that 

he signed on for five years here and I know Fred and I can't wait to come back.  You 

know, the praise for Johnny could go on and on and on.  
 

FRED FUNK:  All the workers and everything, what it took to get this thing to 
happen was amazing because they really didn't have the time to do -- in a 
normal situation they wouldn't have had the time to do anything close to get 
this thing ready.  But johnny and his love of the community, they did it.  It 
doesn't go unnoticed by us.  We know what it takes to put on a normal 
tournament.  (Inaudible) we got rain today, we've got a volunteer base. 
 
JEFF SLUMAN:  Who knows where they're parking and they're soaking wet and 
they're saying "thanks" to us.  We're like really, no, thank you for coming and thanks 

to the spectators for coming out.  So just the hospitality all around.  

 
FRED FUNK:  Also we realize we're pretty blessed to have this opportunity to 

continue our career in our 50s and 60s as something we love to do. 
 

JEFF SLUMAN:  No other sport can do it. 
 

FRED FUNK:  Right, we know how lucky we are.  And to have a tournament that's 

really had an impact on growing the game of golf today or these last three days, no 
way it went unnoticed in the golf world that this was pretty unique and special and 

very good for the game of golf, which is huge. 
 

Q.  What are the difficult or challenges holes out there?  
 
JEFF SLUMAN:  There's a lot of challenging holes but the one that gave everybody 

fits is No. 2 because of the shortness of the hole and the drop from the tee to the 
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green.  We heard guys say, I finally hit the green.  You could almost throw it on the 

green but it's a very difficult shot.  But there's nine beautiful golf holes out there. 
 

FRED FUNK:  Nine signature holes. 
 

JEFF SLUMAN:  If you had one of them on your golf course you would be happy, let 

alone you've got nine out here.    
 
 


