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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:     
JIM COLBERT & JIM THORPE  
Sunday, June 8, 2014 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, gentlemen, thank you for joining us.  Winners of the Big Cedar 
Lodge Legends of Golf Legends Division, Jim Colbert and his partner, Jim Thorpe.  
Maybe get us started, Jim, talk about the win.  You guys I believe won by three 
strokes and had four birdies today, shot 23 on the nine holes. 
 
JIM COLBERT:  We actually had five birdies, we did make a bogey.  
 
DAVE SENKO:  Oh, you did? 
 
JIM COLBERT:  We bogeyed the fourth hole.  (Inaudible) is the best two shots we hit 
all day.  (Inaudible) three par over the lake, over the bunker and the wind was at us. 
 
DAVE SENKO:  So five you made bogey?  
 
JIM COLBERT:  Yeah.  No, four.  We birdied five and six.  We birdied two, five, six, 
seven. 
 
JIM THORPE:  And nine. 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Two holes were missing on the computer, that's why. 
 
JIM COLBERT:  Well, they had us way up on top at the back tee, first time we've 
been up there.  Actually yardage was 195, it was into the breeze downhill.  I thought I 
had better swing hard because I'm a little too nervous to swing easy with the next 
club.  I just nailed it and turned it over a little perfect right in the middle and I never 
saw it touch the green.  It went 210 yards in the air in the back bunker.  Thorpey, what 
did you hit, 5-iron? 
 
JIM THORPE:  Yeah. 
 
JIM COLBERT:  He had a great looking shot and he was right beside there. 
 
JIM THORPE:  Let me say, we've been playing a long time, Jim and I.  We've had our 
10-dollar Nassaus and we've battled one another for a long time over the years, and 
when I got the opportunity to play with Jimmy and (inaudible) and his partner was Bob 
Murphy, who they won it last year as you all know, I couldn't ask for a better partner 
because I know he's a fighter.  This guy's got so much fire, so much fight in him.  I 
mean all I had to do was just hold on and he'll get it.  Even today when we started off 
today, you know, he made like, I don't know, three and a half, four-footer on No. 1 just 
dead center of the hole.  I said all I have to do is just wait and be there.  Tell you 
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what, he played rock solid.  Jimmy made four birdies today and the putt on the last 
hole just kind of put the icing on the cake what he's made of, you know?  I just found 
out a minute ago that Jim has won 35 golf tournaments on the Champions Tour. 
 
JIM COLBERT:  Well, between the two tours. 
 
JIM THORPE:  That's a lot of wins, guys.  He's had short putts, long putts, breaking 
putts, uphill putts, downhill putts.  The guy just doesn't shake, man.  I'll tell you what, 
that was beautiful golf the last couple days, Jimmy. 
 
JIM COLBERT:  Well, you played good, too.  I mean yesterday, I'll tell you guys, 
yesterday on the alternate shot, we shot even par and killed everybody. 
 
JIM THORPE:  Killed everybody. 
 
JIM COLBERT:  Even par.  That wind was blowing 30 miles an hour, 40, crosswinds.  
We hit some unbelievably good shots and we ended up making two birdies and two 
bogeys and you would have thought we shot 5-under.  Well, we caught the team that 
was four ahead of us, we caught them with an even par on the first nine holes.  Even 
in the afternoon we only shot 2-under and still stayed tied.  Yesterday the course was 
really testy.  Now today you should make some birdies out there today other than it 
being the last round. 
 
JIM THORPE:  Yeah, you should make some birdies.  
 
JIM COLBERT:  Pins were pretty tough but greens are in magnificent shape and the 
wind was down.  It was a lot of fun.  I felt real comfortable playing with Jim and -- 
 
JIM THORPE:  Well, we kind of know each other, each other's game.  I know Jim is a 
stronger player.  I'm a longer ball hitter, Jim is a stronger putter, but we both are 
pretty decent in short irons.  I would say good short iron players, you know what I 
mean. 
 
JIM COLBERT:  When I was getting a little older I might show up at 3:00 in the 
afternoon on a Tuesday for a practice round and he's sitting in the clubhouse waiting 
on me.  Oh, are we going to play? 
 
(Inaudible.)  
 
JIM COLBERT:  He won't walk out the door for 10 dollars and neither will I.  
 
JIM THORPE:  Just reminiscing over the years what golf has done for us.  Yeah, on 
the Champions Tour, you gave us a mulligan that is probably the greatest mulligan in 
life, you know?  Especially for me, you know what I mean?  My career on the PGA 
was okay, I made a living and supported my family, but the Champions Tour gave me 
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something I never thought I would have. 
 
JIM COLBERT:  That's what we all did.  We made a living on the other circuit.  My 
career earnings on the other circuit were a million six and I made almost that much 
my first year on the seniors by a hundred thousand I think of my career earnings.  
And then we had Nicklaus and Player and Trevino and Raymond and Hale, Murphy, 
me.  I mean, we were the show for 12 years, between Nicklaus and Tiger coming on. 
 
JIM THORPE:  Yep, you're a hundred percent right. 
 
JIM COLBERT:  I don't know, I won maybe 14 million on the seniors after making a 
million six on the regular tour.  Then the endorsement income because of Jack and 
Arnie and everything, and we were the TV show, we got all the endorsement money, 
too.  So we hit the circuit at the perfect time.  They played it full time, it was a lot of 
fun. 
 
JIM THORPE:  You know, I don't think the younger players, I don't think they're a 
hundred percent committed like Jack and the Arnie and you.  You guys were 
committed.  You guys built this tour.  Don January, Chi Chi Rodriguez.  
 
JIM COLBERT:  Yeah. 
 
JIM THORPE:  We had people that, I mean, I know my first year on the Champions 
Tour when I showed up, I mean I thought I was at a regular PGA TOUR event, I had 
never seen so many people. 
 
JIM COLBERT:  Right, we had big crowds.  And it's making a rebound now and this 
venue right here is really good for the game of golf because you can play nine holes 
and have fun.  You can play it twice, you know, and not beat yourself up, not lose a 
dozen golf balls.  This venue will really show really, really well and it's good for the 
game of golf that people see this.  Come out and start at a three par, start a city 
course --  
 
JIM THORPE:  No doubt. 
 
JIM COLBERT:  -- and learn to play the game because this will help grow the game, 
I'm sure. 
 
JIM THORPE:  And even when you're older, you know, to play venues like this, we 
can still compete.  We can go out there and play them young bucks on a golf course 
like this maybe because you've got to use (inaudible) and if the wind is like it was 
yesterday, it's just a (inaudible.)  But you know what, it was the greatest.  It's great to 
be part of the legends, the guys that you watch, Jack, and I think Jim is probably six, 
seven years older than I am or something.  I've watched these guys for a long time 
and now to be able to compete and play with them and rub elbows, tell some stories, 
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I'll tell you what, it's a dream come true. 
 
JIM COLBERT:  It's really special.  See, nobody on this circuit confuses their record 
here with the regular TOUR. 
 
JIM THORPE:  No. 
 
JIM COLBERT:  But it's still very, very important and very competitive to everybody.  
Why do you think Jack's playing?  It's the competitive juices, like Gary's playing.  
They had a chance today to win. 
 
JIM THORPE:  And I'll tell you what, I seen his juices today.  I seen his juices, baby, 
believe me.  Those wedges, I kept hollering swallow, swallow, swallow.  The juices 
was flowing.  I'll tell you it's great to see those guys, to see Jack and Gary.  We wish 
Arnold was here but we understand his circumstances.  You have a strong field here, 
you have Tom Watson, all those guys.  It means a lot.  I'll tell you what, guys -- 
 
JIM COLBERT:  That other course is good, too.  We played that, it was like playing in 
a river.  I mean, there was no casual water, it was all casual water. 
 
JIM THORPE:  Yeah, we could have used the airboat. 
 
JIM COLBERT:  But that's a beautiful venue.  That place is going to be really -- every 
hole is spectacular. 
 
JIM THORPE:  And Jimmy, we can't thank Jack enough for what he's done to find a 
way to be a part of a game that we love and supported us for years.  For him to step 
in and say okay, we're going to do the Legends here (inaudible.)  And the part that 
Mike Stevens is selling to corporate America, it's definitely working. 
 
JIM COLBERT:  Actually, you pick the game, Arnie is Babe Ruth, he's Babe Ruth 
and changed the game, built the house.  Jack, you know, probably best ever.  
 
JIM THORPE:  No doubt. 
 
JIM COLBERT:  Two huge guys in the game and they never left the game.  They 
came and played the game under the PGA TOUR.  I mean, two great leaders, 
respected golf, and dragged the whole rest of the world with them and didn't just run 
and grab for themselves and disappear.  I mean, and you put Gary Player, Trevino, 
you put them in the same thing.  I just wonder who's going to take that position going 
on, but they'll step up and hopefully respect the game and the people in it like those 
two.  We've had great leaders. 
 
JIM THORPE:  And that's what it takes in this sport.  Someone's got to take the bull 
by the horn.  We had I guess half a dozen, 10, 12 guys do that. 
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JIM COLBERT:  We were talking about Dana Quigley.  Dana's boy was in a terrible 
car wreck. 
 
JIM THORPE:  He's been in a coma about two and a half years now. 
 
JIM COLBERT:  Yeah, he's in a coma.  We called Arnold, Jack, Barbara threw a 
party at Jack's house.  We raised at least $200,000 in one day for him, the young 
man who wasn't insured and he's just in a coma and that really gets expensive.  I 
called and they said when and where. 
 
JIM THORPE:  They were right there.  That says a lot about these guys' characters. 
 
JIM COLBERT:  Once you got those two, they're calling the rest of the players 
calling to get in. 
 
JIM THORPE:  And even the players that did not get in was there walking around.  
They're walking around, including me.  They're walking around just to see these 
legends play, just to be part of these legends.  It's a fantastic thing we've got going 
on.   
 
Anyway, getting back to the golf, the last 18 the golf that we played, I'm not 
going to tell you no fib, I only made two birdies.  But this man here, he's a ball 
of fire.  That's what makes it special, you know what I mean?  Yesterday on 
No. 8 the wind must have been blowing a hundred miles an our, he hit 3-iron 
hybrid. 
 
JIM COLBERT:  18 degrees that I could get maybe 200 yards if I kill it but the wind 
was blowing 40 miles an hour. 
 
JIM THORPE:  And he hits it about four and a half, five feet.  It had to be the shot of 
the tournament. 
 
JIM COLBERT:  So we made two.  The group we were playing with made five.  The 
two groups in fronts of us made four.  I mean, we just kicked the field right there on 
that hole.  I mean, I'll guarantee there wasn't very many threes on eight yesterday 
morning on alternate shot.  There might have been as many fives as there were 
threes. 
 
JIM THORPE:  The alternate shot, there weren't two bad shots to hit on alternate 
shot.  I think I might have pulled 8-iron on one hole and pulled a 4 on another hole, 
but other than that we hit it pretty solid.  We didn't putt good yesterday. 
 
JIM COLBERT:  No, if we putted -- 
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JIM THORPE:  It wouldn't have been a contest but it was a lot of fun. 
 
JIM COLBERT:  It was fun and we just can't thank Johnny and his group and Bass 
Pro Shops.  To me, I'm in this part of the world, Kansas and everything, we ought to 
fill this place.  I mean, everybody, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, where else are they 
going to go?  Come down here, man.  Now you've got really quality golf, food, 
housing.  It's going to work, I think the tournament will do great.  
 
 
 


