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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   MIKE STEVENS 
Saturday, June 7, 2014 
 
 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Mike Stevens, you've come here and we've only played one 
round.  We managed to get it in with some rain yesterday.  If you could just start with 
what the anticipation's like coming up for the weekend but also what the expectations 
of this tournament are so far. 
 
MIKE STEVENS:  Well, the anticipation is that we get it in.  I mean, it's been a battle 
this week obviously from the weather perspective.  But I've got to tell you, what's 
made it easy for us is the fact that Buffalo Ridge, which has been here for quite a 
while, formerly Branson Creek, is draining exceptionally well in spite of the fact of 
some new work that's been done there.  The bunkers that that were rebuilt have held 
up extremely well and actually have done a little bit better than Top of the Rock from 
a bunker's perspective.  But Top of the Rock, also being the fact that we're on the top 
of a rock helps with the drainage.  You know, the only unfortunate thing is the fact that 
we're in a new event and we're dealing with this weather. 
 
But the crowds have been exceptional.  Yesterday's crowds were fabulous.  Looking 
down the first hole when Jack, Gary, Lee and Mike Hill teed off was just a delight, 
number one for the Champions Tour and the Legends, but number two for Johnny 
Morris because they worked incredibly hard to make this event happen.   
 
I've been asked a lot of questions this week about how we do things and how we get 
these tournaments in because there are a lot of fans, the fan base out here that's not 
used to having this caliber of golf here.  I think they've learned yesterday that we do 
everything we can to get the round in and we'll play until the sun goes down and we'll 
do everything we can to get the tournament finished tomorrow.  Today was supposed 
to be a bad weather day, obviously we're dealing with a few showers, but it's a lot 
better than we thought.  We weren't anticipating that we were going to play any golf 
today and obviously that's not been the case, so it's going pretty well. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  From the fan's perspective, they can see some of this great golf 
but it's an opportunity for them to come out and see this facility for the first time and 
they have quite good access in the clubhouse. 
 
MIKE STEVENS:  Well, it is.  It is one of the most fabulous facilities I've ever seen.  
I've been doing this for 35 years and I've traveled the world to see the best and this is 
truly one of the best.  I can tell you that there is a golf public that is going to be thrilled 
come Monday morning when they have the opportunity to be able to play Top of the 
Rock because it is -- I mean, I've used all kinds of superlatives to explain it, but it is 
absolutely exceptional.   
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In selling this to our players, I had to explain the uniqueness of this because, I mean, 
when you're using a par 3 golf course in an official competition for the first time, you 
have to do a little bit of selling to explain what the facility's like.  To a player, every 
time you mention par 3, they immediately think Augusta and they're thinking holes 
that range anywhere from 65 to the long maybe 105 yards.  When you talk about here 
where these are nine true solid par 3 holes, that just adds to the overall experience.   
 
To a player they have come up to me this week and said it not only matched what I 
was saying about it, it is actually better than what I said in their eyes because they're 
actually having an opportunity to play the golf course.  I haven't played it before.  So 
the public is going to be very lucky come Monday morning when they can start 
playing this facility.   
 
I've got to say that I've been doing this a long time and I have never seen the kind of 
commitment and work go into getting a golf tournament ready that not just John 
Morris and Bass Pro Shops but all of the many contractors that worked tireless hours 
to get this facility ready for us.  It's almost to a point where we could be a little 
embarrassed that so much effort went into get ready for us.  So we're taking it kind of 
personally that we need to put the best show on we possibly can and I think we're 
doing that.  The players are playing exceptional golf.   
 
Top of the Rock is proving to be a very tough challenge, a lot more difficult than I 
think anybody had ever thought would be when you say par 3 golf.  And the 18 hole 
golf course is playing easier than the par 3 golf course is, but they're playing 
exceptional golf and this is the best of the best.  And this area is very lucky to have 
this opportunity because no other area in the country gets to see this makeup of 
players because the Legends of Golf is so unique. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Just before we open it up for questions, do you think the scores 
at Buffalo Ridge, do you think the format being part four-ball and part foursomes at 
Top of the Rock compared to just all four-ball at the other golf course, Buffalo Ridge?  
 
MIKE STEVENS:  Yeah.  It's funny, when you throw foursomes into the mix, alternate 
shot, it's amazing how nervous even the best players in the world get because of the 
pressure put on them so as not to disappoint their partner.  So foursomes always is a 
little bit harder than four-ball.  But these par 3s are challenging holes and Jack did a 
marvelous job in the design of it.   
 
And we've got something very unique going on tomorrow which is going to be pretty 
exceptional and we're basically calling it the Sunday Shootout.  It's really where all of 
our players will be playing in a shootout for the $2.8 million purse, but also Bass Pro 
Shops is putting up an additional million dollars and a hole-in-one contest that will be 
contested on hole No. 4.  Fans can sign up at the Bass Pro Shop up in Springfield but 
also here at the tournament and register.   
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The first player to score a hole-in-one on hole No. 4 tomorrow will receive $333,000 
that will go to the team, so the gentleman who hit the shot and his team member will 
split $333,000.  Also, $333,000 will go to charities selected by the tournament; I 
believe it's College of the Ozarks and the conservation charity, National Wildlife 
Foundation.   
 
And then the unique part is $333,000 goes to a fan.  So if I were anybody who were 
thinking about kind of questioning in the back of my head that maybe I may or may 
not come out to the golf tournament tomorrow, I think tomorrow might be a day to 
come out not just to see great golf but also to perhaps become a little bit wealthier 
after you see the exploits of our players.   
 
So I think John Morris picked up on this from NASCAR, obviously he's got a very 
broad NASCAR background, and we jumped on the opportunity immediately because 
it's obviously making this tournament even more exciting than just from the golf 
perspective.  So the Sunday Shootout out here is going to be very exciting and I hope 
that the word gets out and that the fans show up because it's going to be a great day 
not just to see great golf, but also to perhaps cheer on your favorite golfer to make a 
hole-in-one so he can maybe a little bit more money.  Unfortunately, we work with the 
PGA TOUR so we're not allowed to sign up, but maybe we could have an alias or 
something.  It should be a lot of fun. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Fans will certainly get a great view of that fourth hole from the 
patio area.  It's a pretty picturesque spot to sit and watch. 
 
MIKE STEVENS:  Oh, my God, when I came here the first time, it's kind of interesting 
because some of the players when they came in the first time actually thought that 
the driving range was the par 3 and they were questioning, Well, how in the world are 
we going to play this par 3 golf course?  Then they didn't realize that the actual golf 
course started on the other side of the driving range.  And they thought the driving 
range was spectacular, so you can imagine when they got over to the first tee and 
actually saw the par 3 golf course, how pleased they were and impressed they were 
with what they saw.  So it's been a great week, it really has.  Despite the rain, it's 
been a lot of fun.  
 
Q.  That shot will be as the pros play their round as they hit their shots on No. 4 
that will be the shootout? 
 
MIKE STEVENS:  It sure will.  It starts with the first groups that will go off.  I don't 
know if you're aware of the format tomorrow, but the Legends will play first and 
they're only going to play nine holes in a best ball format.  Then the Champions will 
tee off immediately following the Legends Division and the Champions will again play 
foursomes on their first nine and then four-ball on their second nine.   
 
For the shootout, the hole-in-one will be part of the best ball or the four-ball 
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competition when the Champions Division is playing their 18 holes.  So unfortunately 
if a player who hits the shot on No. 4 in the foursomes competition has a hole-in-one, 
that's too bad, nice shot.  But the real actual shootout portion will be in the four-ball, 
which will be very exciting because if there hadn't been a hole-in-one through the 
Legends Division, I've got to think there will be a lot of fans gathering around that 
fourth hole come the back nine of tomorrow's play to see the excitement that could 
build if one of our players does hit it close.   
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Just to clarify, the hole locations will be changed as they have 
the first day for both the foursomes and the four-ball competition. 
 
MIKE STEVENS:  Yeah.  And I believe the yardage is around 191 yards, which today 
is probably playing, for these guys with the wind probably about a 7-iron maybe, 7- or 
8-iron, versus into the wind they'll probably be playing with a 3- or 4-iron. 
 
Q.  The tournament going forward on the calendar, do you expect it to stay in 
June?  Would it move to spring or fall? 
 
MIKE STEVENS:  No, we're moving it earlier in the year definitely.  We're only 
playing in June this year because we needed time.  I didn't meet John Morris until late 
October of last year and that's when we first met and had the initial discussion up at 
Murder Rock, just he and I had a quick meeting.  Then I came back about a week and 
a half or two weeks later and brought two members of my staff because John wanted 
us to meet some of the Bass Pro staff, Stan Lippelman and some of the marketing 
folks.  That's when we started getting into the nitty gritty about putting a contract 
together and having a relationship, and we came to terms right before Christmas and 
then we got the contract signed right after the holidays.   
 
So initially, our idea when we went into the marketplace to replace Liberty Mutual, 
which when they made the decision not to extend their sponsorship it was late July, 
we had the intention of continuing to play the event in its standard time frame, which 
was in April two weeks after the Masters, but we realized we didn't have that luxury 
given the time and putting the contract together.  So we had this open date in June 
and we agreed to play this week with the understanding that we would move the 
event earlier next year.  We don't have the exact date yet and the reason being, I 
can't say who it is but we just closed on a new event for next year on Monday this 
week and so we're going back next week and look at our schedule and within a few 
days, sometime next week we'll be able to award this event their official date next 
year. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Thank you, Mike, for coming down and sharing that.  
 
MIKE STEVENS:  Sure.  The Shootout's going to be fun, I just wish I could register 
for it. 


