
tee-scripts.com 
  1 

ROUND 1 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   JACK NICKLAUS & GARY PLAYER  
Friday, June 6, 2014 
 
 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Just maybe a couple comments about it was a lengthy first 

round but we got it in.  Just talk each of you how it was.  
 

JACK NICKLAUS:  Well, we never seemed to get the right club in our hand.  All day 

long we're struggling with a club, even on the second nine, and we just didn't -- we 
made two bogeys on the alternate shot because we didn't have the right clubs.  Then 

the second nine Gary made two birdies, two nice birdies at one and nine.  I 
floundered in the middle trying to make a birdie but I never got anything in the hole.  It 

was a very difficult day for us from a scoring standpoint.  Just one of those days. 
 

Q.  Did you make this course too hard? 

 
JACK NICKLAUS:  I don't think the course is too hard.  I just don't think we were as 

good as we should have been. 
 

Q.  Is it tough to get into a rhythm with the weather and the delays? 

 
GARY PLAYER:  Not really.  If you look at our round, we probably had eight putts 

that we could have made, not long ones, just didn't hole the putts.  That's basically 
was it.  The course played majestic.  He did a wonderful job here.  I've never seen a 

par 3 like this.  So tomorrow we're going to go out and we're going to get a lot of 

birdies.  But it was terrific play today.  Even though we were interrupted, it was very 
nice. 

 
Q.  Jack, is that the first time you had your grandson on the bag? 

 
JACK NICKLAUS:  This one, yeah.  I've had other grandsons before, not in an actual 

tournament.  They've been in a par 3 at Augusta and that kind of stuff.  It was kind of 

fun to have Jackie along.  Jackie just graduated from Florida State last June, I guess, 
or May.  He's working now, but his boss let him have a week off to come caddie for 

me. 
 

Q.  How do you decide which grandson to use? 

 
JACK NICKLAUS:  Well, we had the oldest, so looks like we started with age. 

 
GARY PLAYER:  Between us we've got something like 44 grandchildren.    

 
JACK NICKLAUS:  You've got 22 also, don't you? 
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GARY PLAYER:  Yeah.  So it's hard to decide who caddies.  Nice thing is you don't 

have to pay them too much. 
 

JACK NICKLAUS:  Speak for yourself.  I have a feeling I'll have a pretty good bill. 
 

Q.  Nice having the old gang back together and you're out playing together 
amongst friends? 
 

JACK NICKLAUS:  Yep, we had a good time.  It's good fun, always enjoy playing 
with Gary.  I think that we just need to get it back in gear tomorrow. 

 
Q.  Do you like having the alternate format in this tournament? 

 

JACK NICKLAUS:  Yeah, I don't mind that, I don't mind it.  I wish we reversed it 
because it's kind of difficult starting out with alternate shot because you're always 

sitting in a situation early in a round and if one guy happens to put it in the water or 
make one bad shot, all of a sudden you've made double bogey or triple bogey and all 

of a sudden you're basically out of the tournament and no chance to recover.  So 

that's a hard way to start, but no, I like the foursomes and I like the four-ball.  I 
thought it was a nice format. 
 
 


