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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   FRED FUNK & JEFF SLUMAN 
Friday, June 6, 2014 
 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  10-under par 61, just a few comments about the day. 

 
JEFF SLUMAN:  We're glad to be playing with each other.  We played in team 

champion partners before, so we kind of obviously know each other's game.  Fred got 

off to a great start.  Actually, we both did.  We both played really honestly solid golf all 
day.  I think after 12 holes we each contributed like on six holes each, so we were just 

playing solid golf, hitting it down the middle and giving ourselves two birdie chances 
every hole.   

 

You know, we turned at 7-under, which was a hell of a way to turn a front nine.  We're 
not crying or anything, but we had a couple, two or three really very, very good 

chances on the back that we didn't make.  But overall 10-under, no complaints from 
us.  We played exactly the way we would like to play.  We gave ourselves pretty 

much every hole kind of like two chances to make birdie.  When you do that and you 
make a few early like we did, we got some really good momentum going.  You know, 

we enjoy each other's company, our caddies are good friends, and we just really had 

a good time.  
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Fred, just a few comments.  We just heard from Jeff about how 
you guys played.  

 

FRED FUNK:  Yeah, we're just really comfortable together, number one, but we got 
off to a really good start and that helped.  We made some really good putts.  Probably 

got everything out of the front nine we could other than one putt that I missed on six 
from a pretty short distance.  Well, from eight feet or so.  But made a couple really 

long ones.   
 

Then back nine we -- I didn't play as well on the back nine.  Slu hit some really perfect 

putts on 11 and 12 that didn't go.  I mean, they were dead on line and they lipped out 
on dying speed.  That could have really kept the momentum going.  Then I made 

another long one on 13.  Sluey stoned it on 17 and made a beautiful putt to finish it 
out on 18.  So it was just really some -- we missed a couple that we probably should 

have made and we made some that we shouldn't have made.  So 10-under is still 

really good, especially on a course we don't know. 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Can you maybe tell me on the front nine what your longest putt 
was? 

 
FRED FUNK:  I made about a 40-footer.  Well, I made a 40-footer on 7, Sluey 

probably made a 40-footer on nine.  
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PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We've got a couple questions we're going to ask you.  I'm not 

sure who they're going to be directed to, so we'll just ask you guys to hand the phone 
back and forth maybe. 

 
Q.  Fred, I'll start with you.  Can you talk about what it's like playing with Jeff?  
Obviously he's got some good memories from last year being the defending 
champion.  What was that like for you today? 
 

FRED FUNK:  We're really good buddies.  He's one of my best buddies out here.  I 
love the guy.  He's just so fun to be around, a practical joker, a little bit of an 

instigator.  He's fun to be around.  Now he's denying all that.   
 

He's such a good player and he's a bulldog out on the golf course.  I think we both 

are.  We try to get as much as we can out of whatever we're doing.  I think whether 
we're playing good or we're playing bad, we're always trying, grinding it out as hard 

as we can, and it really parlayed into a really good twosome and just a fun day.  We 
made some long putts today so it was nice.  We ended up having -- you know, 

10-under is really nice.  After shooting 7 on the front nine, we thought we would 

probably go a little lower.  But all said and done, birdieing the last two to get to 10 was 
really nice and Slu did that, thank goodness. 

 
Q.  Fred, how much easier does it make it having a good buddy to play with 
when you're sitting there waiting out the rain, waiting out the weather, knowing 
it's going to be a long day? 

 

FRED FUNK:  It was a long day and I thought with this format and the way we have a 
nine hole golf course that is the focus of the tournament creates a dilemma with us 

getting this round in.  We had to get this round in and we really need to get 
tomorrow's round in, and then we have a little more flexibility I think on Sunday but we 

really, really needed to get that in.  The fact that not only we got it in but the way we 

did, the way it all unfolded, it was a tough day on everybody, the maintenance crew 
and the rules officials and all the players.  We as players, we're used to it, it's not that 

big a deal.  The spectators, it's really a pain.  I was really surprised on the front nine 
how many people were still out there watching when it was such a hard walk to get 

out there and come back in and then to go back out and come back in again.  It took 
a lot of fortitude on those guys' part. 

 

Q.  Jeff, leading after the first round this year, you led after the first round last 
year.  What is it about this event that allows you to get off to such good starts? 

 
JEFF SLUMAN:  That's a really good question.  You know, frankly, I don't know if 

we're going to have the lead after the first round.  We have the lead at this golf course 

but we don't know what the scores are going to be like on the par 3, so I don't 
consider us in the lead.  I just want to see where the scores stand after two days, then 

we'll have a real clear picture.   
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But you know, Fred and I, like I mentioned before, we really played good, solid golf 
and gave ourselves -- I would honestly say if you looked at 36 potential birdies, we 

probably had possibility for 32 birdies out of 36, which is really what you want to do in 
this format because we did make a few long putts that were unexpected but that 

happens when you've got so many opportunities. 

 
Q.  Did you feel like the course was there for the taking today especially with all 
the rain? 
 

JEFF SLUMAN:  Well, I don't know if it was there for the taking, but it was obviously 
very wet and the greens were very soft.  But the golf course, none of us ever really 

played it so you don't know how it's going to play.  Two delays, we're used to it but 

your body gets -- stop, start, stop, start is sometimes a little difficult.  10-under, we'll 
take it.  I think as Fred said, we missed a few we thought we should have made, but 

then again we made two or three long putts that we were certainly not planning on 
making.   

 

So I guess at the end of the day 10-under, if it's low here, we're very, very happy and 
our work's cut out tomorrow.  I think sometimes the lack of knowledge of what really is 

going to be a good score tomorrow is going to be an interesting not dilemma, but it's 
going to be interesting for your mindset out there.  You come out on a big course like 

this, two best balls, and you say you'd like to get to 9- or 10-under, that's probably 
going to be a pretty good score.   

 

Tomorrow on a par 3 golf course we've never played, alternate shot on the first nine, 
it's going to be -- I don't know what's a good score tomorrow so we're going to have to 

play hard and hopefully we post a decent one tomorrow. 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Jeff, before we go to another question, 5-under right now is the 

low score over here, just so you know. 
 

Q.  Jeff, moving over to the par 3 course, I'm curious how will you set up your 
bag?  I mean, obviously you're not going to need driver and clubs like that. 
 
JEFF SLUMAN:  I hope not. 

 

Q.  Have you given much thought to maybe adding wedges? 
 

JEFF SLUMAN:  That's a really good question and had I really thought about it, I 
would have maybe brought one more wedge.  I didn't bring a wedge that would have 

been kind of right in between and that would give me four wedges.  I will probably do 

that next year.  I didn't really think about it.  We'll have the caddie carry the whole 
bag.  I mean, certainly we're not going to use any woods or anything, but it's probably 

a pretty good question.  You might want four, maybe even five wedges, you know, 
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next year if you go in increments of three degrees.  The only problem is if you're really 

trying to do it on an event one week, if you don't know the tendencies of the club, 
sometimes you can outthink yourself. 

 
Q.  I was just curious because I would assume you would kind of come into it 
with a regular bag but thinking about it's all par 3s and this is all a new deal for 
everybody, I'm wondering maybe if you could hand the phone to Fred, I might 
ask him the same question. 
 
JEFF SLUMAN:  There you go, I will.  Thanks for the question. 

 
Q.  Fred, I was just asking Jeff about if he's given much thought to how his bag 
might change tomorrow coming over to the par 3, club setup.  Is that something 
you thought much about coming into the event? 
 

FRED FUNK:  Well, we're just pulling all our woods out, we won't need them unless 
Johnny Morris built a new tee somewhere we don't know about overnight, which he 

could do. 

 
Q.  Will you add any wedges or just kind of go with what you've got? 

 
FRED FUNK:  I only have the wedges I have, so yeah.  If you were to add a wedge, 

maybe a 64-degree or something, but I don't have that.  No, I'll just stick with what I 
have and I'll have one hybrid, one 4-iron.  I'll probably go to the 4-iron and that's it. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  I think we're done, Fred, Jeff.  Thank you very much and good 
luck tomorrow. 
 
 
 


