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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:    
BILL DANCE, RICHARD CHILDRESS & KEVIN VAN DAM  
Thursday, June 5, 2014 
 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Well, thanks for joining us, everybody.  We're here after a huge 
downpour of rain and obviously golf got canceled, but we have some superstar 
celebrities here with us.  We have Richard Childress from Richard Childress Racing, 
Bill Dance, legend fisherman, Kevin Van Dam also representing the fishing fraternity.  
So we're just going to have a little chitchat here and fire away some questions.  I've 
got to admit that I don't have a lot of knowledge about your situation, we're more 
based in the golf business.  It's great to have you all here.  Just if you can just give us 
maybe a first impression of coming here and seeing this facility.   
 
Richard, if you want to start and just talk about what you've seen here and just talking 
to some of the players, what their reactions have been and your reaction.   
 
RICHARD CHILDRESS:  I think it's great.  I came up here with Johnny over a year 
ago and watched how it was progressing and looked at the things he was doing here.  
It's just amazing what he can do in the amount of time.  If you come here and you 
see -- you drive through and see the cave, you come up here and see all of the great 
work that he's done.  Yesterday I was fortunate to get to play with Fred Funk in the 
pro-am and it was unbelievable, this golf course.  For a par 3, it's just beautiful.  
You're looking over the area and it's just beautiful.  I couldn't have been more pleased 
to have got to enjoy it.  
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Kevin, talked to you yesterday.  You mentioned you were doing 
some putting and some of the players came through, you kind of putted with them.  
Just give us your impression. 
 
KEVIN VAN DAM:  You know, I've been a professional fisherman for about 25 years 
and my whole career I've been involved and sponsored by Bass Pro Shops, so I've 
known Johnny Morris a long time and I've seen him do a lot of amazing things, and 
this place has been here for a while but not in this capacity.  So I've seen it before.  
My wife was here in April, we had a Bassmaster event and she kind of got the 
behind-the-scenes tour.  She told me, You're just not going to have any fathom what 
they've done since the last time we've been here.   
 
Walking in the other day, seeing the cave tour again and just looking around, it's 
stunning as you've all seen.  As I was up there yesterday kind of standing on the 9th 
green putting as the groups came through, I kind of asked each group, hey, after they 
played the course and they had seen everything here, what's your impression?  
These guys, a lot of them have played the finest places in the world, and without 
exception every single one of them said it's unbelievable, it's over the top, it's just the 
most beautiful place.  To me, that's what it is.   



tee-scripts.com 
  2 

 
I've seen a lot of cool things.  Dogwood Canyon's a great place that's got a lot of 
natural beauty and that, but this is one of the most beautiful places that I've ever been 
to in my life.  And I've traveled the world and seen a lot of neat things, and I'm so 
proud to be associated with such a great group of people because not only is it a 
beautiful place, but Johnny does so much for conservation and to preserve nature 
and to provide opportunities for people to do and see things here.  Not only is it some 
of the greatest golf, but right now it's some of the best fishing in the world.  Go over to 
Dogwood Canyon, that's the best trout fishing.  There's just no place like it earth.  
Either.   
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Bill, I just wanted to ask you, you've got a confluence of sports 
here with NASCAR, fishing and golf all wrapped into one.  There's got to be some 
similarities in every sport.   
 
Can you comment on that?  Do you think like the equipment that the players, the 
professional golfers, use compare to you guys and the intelligence that you need to 
know where the fish are?    
 
BILL DANCE:  You know, I don't play golf.  I tried it one time and I played with a golf 
coach, but my claim to fame as far as golfing, it took me four times to hit a golf ball 
and when I hit it on a par 3 course, it sounded like a .22 rifle when I hit it.  It arced, it 
landed within six inches of the hole and it took me 11 shots to get into the hole.  At 
that point I said golf is not for me.   
 
But I've met a lot of golfers.  I know golfing is a lot like fishing.  It takes total 
concentration just like fishing does.  The game, it has similarities.  It takes a lot of 
effort, it takes a lot of time, it takes a lot of concentration.  I've seen golfers really 
concentrate on a putt.  The effort and the time that they put into it.  They analyze a 
shot, they're totally just focused on it, totally focused on it, to the distance of the putt.  
A fisherman is like that to a degree.  He wants to make the accurate cast, he looks at 
it, he thinks about it, he's totally focused on it.  So fishing and golfing is a lot alike in 
many respects.   
 
But as far as the only thing I know, the reason they named it golf, they used up the 
other four-letter words.  I really don't know a lot about golf.  I do know this facility is 
absolutely breathtaking, and I heard Nick Price talking about it the other night.  He 
just said, I've seen a lot of golf courses, but what Johnny has done with this, Johnny 
is a visionary, the way he does things.  And I've known Johnny for 45 years.  Johnny, 
back when we used to room together, he used to talk about things that he wanted to 
do.  He wanted to get into the retail business, he wanted to have a catalog business, 
and I remember he would dream about it.  This is a realty.   
 
I remember when he called me one time, he said, Dave gave me the back of one of 
his liquor stores.  He said, I'm going to have a promotion, can you come up for it?  I 
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said, Sure, when is it going to be?  He said, Two weeks.  I said, Great, I'll be there.   
 
So I flew up to Springfield.  He picked me up and spent the night with him, got up the 
next morning and went trout fishing.  Then we went to the store.  I'll never forget that, 
on Campbell Street, and this was long before any of this.  I mean, long before there 
was a big Bass Pro Shops store or anything.  It was a boat, a boat store, boat 
promotion I remember on the marquee.  We drove up.  It said, Jack Daniels, $19.95 
half gallons, Seagram's VO, $19.95.  Welcome, Bill Dance.  I thought, Man, look, I 
made the big time.  My name's up there with Jack Daniels.   
 
I'll never forget, Johnny had a tackle store in the back and it was real impressive.  I 
remember John A, his dad, what a great man.  John A was just a wonderful, 
wonderful man.  Johnny had rods in a barrel, and they're beautiful rods, beautiful.  I 
mean, just beautiful rods.  $19.95.  His daddy said, John, $19.95?  My goodness, 
those are good looking rods for $19.95.  How can you sell rods like that for $19.95?  
He said, How much do those rods cost you?  Johnny said, $24.95.  His dad said, 
$24.95 and you're selling them for $19.95?  Son, you'll never make it in this business. 
 
But Johnny has just done absolutely -- he has just an uncanny ability to look at 
something and just to make it -- just to do things with it.  It's just unbelievable what 
he's doing.  He's a tremendous individual and he's the same Johnny Morris today as 
he was 45 years ago, just a genuine, big-hearted guy.  And like Kevin said, what he's 
done for conservation and what he's given out of his own pocket for conservation and 
what he does for others, he's just a unique individual.  Kevin, we love him to death.  
Richard, all of us, we know, we know the other side of Johnny and he's just a 
wonderful individual.  You want to be on a winning team and that's the team you want 
to be on.  That's why you see these guys sitting next to me, they're all winners.  I've 
never seen anything that doesn't just blow me away, from his first store in Springfield 
to where they're at now, over 60 stores.  It's incredible.   
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Before we take some questions, I just want to check in with you, 
Richard.  You mentioned before upstairs when you're at the track and you're in your 
trailer, you walk in and there's the Outdoors Channel, then you've got the Racing 
channel and then you've got the Golf Channel.  Seems like there's such a crossover 
between the sports that so may of our Champions Tour players that love hunting and 
fishing and racing and obviously it's the same with your stars and your stars enjoying 
golf.  
 
RICHARD CHILDRESS:  Yeah, it is.  I think a lot of people would be very surprised 
about how big an overlap it is with golf, the outdoors and racing.  Racing and the 
outdoors has always had that tie-in, but golf today is unbelievable.  I can walk in one 
of my trailers and there will be -- we have TVs all over the place.  One of them will be 
watch the Golf Channel, the other one will be watching an outdoors channel.  And 
when I'm in my coach out there, that's what I'm doing.  I'm usually watching the Golf 
Channel.  I'm trying to learn how to play golf, and the outdoors channels, fishing.  We 
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watch our heroes on TV.  Bill's got his show, you see Kevin and so many greats.   
 
I spoke a little last night and speaking just a minute about Johnny Morris, he's 
touched so many lives throughout his career.  And those lives, like building Top of the 
Rock, Big Cedar, so many things he's done.  I think this other course is called Buffalo 
Hill or something.  He's got real buffaloes in fences out there.  The things that Johnny 
Morris has done over the years, he's touched so many lives and there will be so many 
lives for I said centuries, probably centuries from now, not just decades, that will enjoy 
and receive the great things that he's done from conservation to the great things that 
he's built.   
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Well, I know he's a great contributor to College of the Ozarks, 
which is a beneficiary of this tournament.  We had a couple players visit yesterday 
and they were blown away and impressed with this facility as well.   
 
If we have any questions, please feel free to ask.  
 
Q.  Richard, how did it come about getting Johnny involved in NASCAR?  
 
RICHARD CHILDRESS:  It's a pretty good story.  I think it was '95 or '96, time's 
slipping away, and we had a special event.  He had some guys at the track that day 
and I had my (inaudible), Bill Patterson was my marketing guy and I said, Man, we 
need to get Johnny Morris involved.  So he came to the race and we got him back 
over and called him.  We said, Johnny, do you want to be on our car?  He said, Yeah, 
let's do it.  How much was it, I can't remember the numbers back then.  Not like they 
are today for sure.  But then we ran a special paint scheme, and he and I and Dale 
Earnhardt donated a lot of the money off of the diecast sales back to conservation, 
and we both new right then there was something special in all of our hearts was the 
conservation for the great outdoors.  That tire by the way is the number one selling 
diecast of all time.  It was, still is.    
 
Q.  How do you guys think that with Bass Pro Shops getting a little bit more 
involved in golf right now, what time of impact do you think that will have on 
youths?  I know Bass Pro Shops has done a lot with the Boy Scouts of America 
and Kids Fishing programs, things like that.  Do you guys have any comments 
on what their involvement with golf is going to do with the young crowd in 
America?    
 
KEVIN VAN DAM:  I think it's great.  The one thing that obviously conservation is 
very important to Johnny.  Another thing that's really important to him is getting our 
youth involved in the outdoors in any way, whether it's fishing, hunting, camping.  A 
lot of the Bass Pro stores have a golf section in it, so he knows the correlation.  
Instead of sitting in front of a TV or playing video games, if we can get kids outside in 
nature, that's why he's made, you know, this place such a beautiful place where it has 
all the waterfalls and the ponds.  And how many golf courses you go to that there's a 
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pontoon boat that brings you up to the green?  He understands that and I think it's 
great.   
 
Obviously I'm passionate about fishing.  I wish I was a great golfer and I wish I was a 
great race car driver, but I like all of them.  So if we can get more kids involved in 
anything in the outdoors, it's going to be beneficial to obviously the Bass Pro Shops 
as a company, but just I just think it's a lot better place to be.  I've got twin boys that 
are 17 and my favorite thing in the world is to be outdoors with them and to see -- I 
have a passion for it to be able to show them that, to see that come out of them.  
That's what's special to me. 
 
Q.  Richard, how different is it watching Austin and Ty race as opposed to other 
guys you had race for you over the years?  
 
RICHARD CHILDRESS:  It's really special because they are family and you know 
how much -- they got a late start racing, not like a lot of kids that did.  It's really 
special.  We've had a great relationship over the years.  Everything spending time in 
the outdoors, I remember when they got their first deer and caught their first fish, they 
were like that.  And now to have them driving and driving for RCR, it's really special.  
And especially having Austin in the number three that Dale Earnhardt drove, we get 
so much positive response back from that.  So it is special.  A little concerned 
occasionally, but that's what they want to do in life, no different than what I wanted to 
do in life and they're going to do it. 
 
Q.  Fishing one for you guys.  First, what do you consider to be the toughest 
lake in America to fish?   
 
BILL DANCE:  Individual lake?  The toughest lake?  I think toughest lake that I've 
ever fished personally, I would say the flood control lakes in north Mississippi that 
fluctuate -- to give you a name of some of them? 
 
Q.  Sure. 
 
BILL DANCE:  Would be Sardis, Enid and Arkabutla because of the major fluctuation 
in the clarity of the lakes.  They could be -- they're extremely tough lakes to fish.  But 
they can be highly productive lakes as well because you talk about 20 to 25-foot 
variation in depths from summer pool to winter pool and they're flood controlled 
reservoirs.  They were built for flood control and they can be the color of a Yahoo 
soda and they stay that way a high percentage of the time and they can be extremely 
difficult to fish.  For me, they're extremely tough bodies of water to fish. 
 
KEVIN VAN DAM:  What comes to mind for me was in our sport the Super Bowl or 
the Masters or whatever you want to call it is the Bassmasters Classic.  A few years 
back, I think it was 2005, we went to Pittsburgh and there's three rivers there, the 
Ohio River -- it all ends up in the Mississippi.  And I won it so I thought it was pretty 
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good, but for three days the winning weight was like 13 pounds, 13.11 and something 
like that.  Just to catch a 12-inch keeper bass there was pretty special.  The toughest, 
that's the lowest winning weight ever for a Classic and considered to be the toughest 
event that we've ever had.  That place was rough. 
 
Q.  On the PGA TOUR I've seen a lot of guys out fishing, they like it a lot.  Have 
you ever fished with any PGA TOUR players or any tour players ever come 
down to the pit?   
 
RICHARD CHILDRESS:  Oh, yes.  I haven't fished with any of them.  I think Kevin 
fishes with one of my drivers, Ryan Newman.    
 
KEVIN VAN DAM:  There's always different golfers and PGA guys that show up at 
the track.  Davis Love is somebody -- I've been to his place in Sea Island and he 
helped me out with getting me some lessons and some great equipment.  I look good 
when I'm out there, but my best thing to do is just stay in the cart.  I've got the shoes 
and the bag and the gloves. 
 
Q.  What handicap fishing would he be?   
 
KEVIN VAN DAM:  He's a pretty decent fisherman.  He loves the outdoors, he loves 
to hunt and fish.  He's got a great place down there at Sea Island.  They've got 
another place there at Frederica that's managed as a trophy bass lake.  Johnny's 
actually been down there and fished with him.  He's pretty good.   
 
Then again, like Richard was saying, a lot of the race car drivers, they love to fish.  
I've been fortunate, and Bill will tell you the same thing, in our sport we get to meet a 
lot of professional athletes in all sports; football players, basketball players, golfers, 
race car drivers.  I've got to meet a lot of people and the unique thing is that we all 
have that passion for the outdoors and we all love it.  They think that I have the dream 
job, and in my mind, they do.  But it's a lot of fun to swap stories and talk to them.  It's 
cool to me to get to show them a little part of our world.   
 
Where I live in Michigan, I love fishing up there, too.  But coming down here, I'm down 
here a lot in my association with Bass Pro Shops.  This is I think my fourth week at 
Big Cedar Lodge this year already and I think I have one or two more coming, so I get 
to come down here.  Every time I come I look forward to it.  It's a beautiful place.  It's 
something that I really appreciate.  My wife and I were talking about, I've got two boys 
that are 17, they're starting to have a lot of girls show up and that.  When they get 
married, I want them to be right here at this building.  It's just an incredible place.  
We're talking about having their senior pictures here, coming here next summer.  Her 
parents' 50 anniversary, bringing them down here to see it and having their senior 
pictures done.  So even though I'm here all the time, it's a super special place.   
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  It truly is spectacular.  I would just like to add that Davis Love, 
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you mentioned, turned 50 and is eligible for the Champions Tour.  He hasn't quite 
made the transition yet, but maybe we can convince him to come here to this 
tournament next year.  
 
Q.  Specifically we're talking about Table Rock Lake, we're here overlooking it 
and obviously Top of the Rock, Table Rock.  It's just the complex probably 
wouldn't be here without the lake.  It's ranked as one of the top bass lakes in 
the country.  Particularly, just talk about this as a fishery and how important 
this is to really all this being here.   
 
KEVIN VAN DAM:  Without a doubt Branson wouldn't be here without the lake and 
what it's done.  Bill and I both know a lot of the guys that grew up here fishing.  
Obviously Johnny Morris did, Stacy Kane (sp?) is a good friend of mine.   
 
When they built the lake, when they initially built the dam and flooded it, it has three 
different rivers that make this lake.  There's Long Creek, which goes up this way in 
Arkansas, the White River that comes from Arkansas also, and then also the James 
River, which comes from Springfield.  So it's very fertile.  It's got three rivers feeding 
it, it's got a lot of habitat because they didn't cut the timbers, the trees when they 
flooded it so it provides a lot of good hiding places for the fish.  Obviously when you 
look around here and you see all this rock; well, it's all the same under water.  The 
whole thing is full of rock.  That's what crawfish like to hang around, so there's tons of 
food.  All three species of bass, largemouth, smallmouth and spotted bass, plus a lot 
of other species.  It's one of those lakes that continually year after year really puts out 
a lot of fish.   
 
Johnny's done a great habitat restoration project here with the National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation because a lot of that timber is decaying and getting older, so 
they've put so much extra cover of rock piles and reefs and brush piles and things out 
there to improve the fishing.   
 
I've been fishing here for about 30 years myself and I've seen it pretty good and other 
times when it's not quite so good.  It's as good today as it's ever been.  These are the 
good old days and that's due to the efforts that they've put forth and that money that 
they've put to conservation to make it better.  It's not just better for a few people, it's 
for everybody to enjoy.  So this lake is, you know, it's right now it's at a peak, it's at a 
prime time.   
 
Yesterday morning we fished the pro-am for three and a half hours and the president 
of Brunswick and Mercury Outboards were fishing and he doesn't get to fish a lot and 
we caught 30 bass in that first period.  Not many places you can do that when it's 85, 
90 degrees out in the summer like this, so it's a pretty special place.  
 
BILL DANCE:  I had novices with me back on spinning rods and they were fishing 
them upside down and they caught fish.  I saw a report the other day, I was looking 



tee-scripts.com 
  8 

back and it said the average size fish you catch in this lake will average 2.5-ounces 
and that's --  
 
KEVIN VAN DAM:  Pounds.   
 
BILL DANCE:  Right, right at 2.5 pounds, and that's fantastic.  Like Kevin said, a lake 
that's got an abundance of spotted bass and smallmouth, and the number of 
smallmouth.  We caught the finest smallmouth.  Where he grew up where he fishes 
there's an abundance of smallmouth.   
 
But they surprised me that even novices, these guys, some of the people that we had 
in the pro-am in the fishing, just couldn't fish a lick.   
 
KEVIN VAN DAM:  Like I golf.   
 
BILL DANCE:  They caught -- fishing like three hours catching 25, 30, 35 fish.  The 
abundance of fish in the 13 to 14 and a half size.  Of course the limit is 15 inch, but 
we caught just numbers and numbers of fish.  I hadn't fished this lake since 1970, it's 
been a long time since I've been here.  In fact, that's where I met Johnny, the first 
tournament.  We had a B.A.S.S. tournament back in 1970.  So it's been a long time 
since I've been here.   
 
The timber, was a tremendous amount of timber in the lake back in the early '70s 
when I was here.  It's a phenomenal fishery, it really is.  Like Kevin said, it's come 
back.  You go through cycle years.  Like last year they caught, the number of 
smallmouth, bigger size but seemed like the average was three to four pounds more 
fish in that class, but this year they're not showing up as much but they're still here.  
You go through cycles.  It is a tremendous fishery, fantastic.   
 
KEVIN VAN DAM:  John and I went early this morning and we were getting -- he said 
it was really hot and we were getting a lot of bites and caught a lot of fish, and I 
caught a really nice 17-inch smallmouth and it's good.  It's really a neat, neat morning 
out there.  It was pleasant, beautiful place, beautiful scenery.   
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Terrific.  If we don't have any more questions?  One more. 
 
Q.  Yeah.  As fisherman, compare fishing with drivers, race car drivers and 
golfers and what kind of attitude they bring to fishing.  Do you see similarities, 
differences in them? 
 
KEVIN VAN DAM:  There's a lot.  The thing that's especially golf and fishing, the top 
fisherman, I can tell you I know a lot of them out there.  I've had a lot of success 
fishing tournaments, too, and we all have the best equipment.  Technology has 
changed our sport a lot and we have great depth finders, we have the best boats, we 
have the knowledge of the seasonal habits of the fish and we have a basic 
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understanding of all that.  But it boils down to decisions that you make during the 
competition day out there on the water when you're fishing a bass tournament.   
 
A golfer's the same way.  They have the technology, they have the tools.  One of the 
big differences is here they know it's 275 yards to the pin, the wind's blowing 20 miles 
an hour, it rained last night, the greens are going to be a little slower.  They know all 
those things.   
 
When we're going out fishing, one of the challenges is we can't see the fish, we don't 
know where they're at.  This lake is I don't know how many thousands of miles of 
shoreline but a lot, and we've got to go out there and figure out what the fish are 
doing, what mood they're in, what lure to use, what location.  So our flag, our pin is 
constantly on the move and we can't see it, so you've got to make a lot of educated 
guesses to get there.   
 
When you're really on your game and making good decisions, that's when you go out 
and win.  You see the same thing in golf.  You can see a golfer get hot for three or 
four events in a row where he's right there at the top winning or right at it, right in a 
row.  Then they'll go in a slump, and it can happen in fishing the same way.   
 
Race car drivers, I got to know a lot of them, and first off they're crazy to be going 
around the track at 200 plus miles an hour and they go nonchalantly.    
 
I remember the first time that I rode with Mark (inaudible) at Texas Motor Speedway.  
We were there for a Bass Pro Shops meeting and I rode around the track there at 
180-mile an hour and we're this far from the wall and I'm in the passenger seat of a 
car and I'm like, Are you crazy?  Get away from this wall.  It's just like nothing.  
One-handed driving 180-miles an hour around the track, it's just second nature to 
them.  Racing, I thought you just put the pedal down and you've got to be nuts and 
go, but there's so much to racing with the technology that's involved with the cars, the 
engineering, the setups and to get the car to carry the speed all the way around the 
track.  What I learned about racing is it's not about how you drive or cutting to the 
bottom and taking the shortest distance, it's about being smooth and carry 
momentum to all parts of the track.  Just learning a little bit of that has taught me a lot.   
 
I've gotten to drive cars a few times.  I raced go-carts with Jamie McMurray one time 
and the smartest thing I ever did was follow right in his line because these guys know 
how to get around the track.  I mean, at all three levels, these guys are the best in the 
world at what they do and it's amazing to watch it.   
 
A few years back when the Ryder Cup was in Oakland Hills in Michigan where I live, 
Davis got us passes, we went for the weekend.  One of the funnest things I got to do 
was watch these guys warm up in the morning an the practice range.  It's incredible.  
You watch them play a round of golf on the course, they're making one shot and it is 
what it is.  On the practice range, trying to practice and hit, by that third ball they nail 
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it.  They're on the spot, especially under a hundred yards.  It's amazing what they can 
do with a golf ball.   
 
You watch some of the top fisherman with a fishing rod, it's amazing what they can do 
casting underneath trees and skipping it under docks and things like that.  The way 
these guys, like Ryan Newman's a good buddy of mine, the way he gets around a 
track in a race car without any fear like that, it's incredible.  They're the best in the 
world at what they do in all three sports.  
 
BILL DANCE:  This is like any professional, you can take a third string professional 
or you can take the number one professional, two great professional or third great 
professional, even one that never gets to play, he is so much better than the average 
guy it will blow your mind away.  I mean, it's just unbelievable.  I don't care what 
profession you're in.  A professional is just -- it's unbelievable whether he's a 
NASCAR driver, whether he's a football player, whether he's a boxer. 
 
I was with Anheuser Busch for about 10 years and I did a lot of their promotional work 
when it related to fishing and I remember August Busch one time, I was on a 
promotional team and August started this thing and he dropped -- he dropped it after 
about a year, but he kept fishing on and a lot of the A-B dealers around the country 
when they would have promotional things, I naturally would go to it.  He had Mickey 
Mantle, he had Catfish Hunter, he had Walt Frazier.  He had different sport figures 
and had Smokey Joe Frazier.  He had a bunch of -- but he sent us all down to 
Jacksonville, Florida, and we went king fishing.  We were down there for about three 
days.  I remember we went out and Joe had never been on a boat, and Nick 
Buoniconti and Joe Frazier, we were all in this boat.   
 
Joe said, I've never been on a boat in my life, Bill.  I said, Nothing to worry about, it's 
like being in a bathtub but it doesn't float.  And he said, Let me ask you something, 
are we all right, we cool?  I said, We're cool, Joe, we're cool.  He said, Did you ever 
box?  I said, Yeah, I boxed.  He said, You look like you boxed.  I said, I boxed.  He 
said, Where'd you box?  I said, Big Star.  He said, Big star, where is that?  I said, 
Memphis.  He said, I never heard of Big Star.  I said, It was a grocery.  He said, 
Grocery?  I said, Yeah, I boxed oranges.   
 
He said, C'mon, let me see your hands.  I show him my hands.  Getting to the point, 
but talking about professionalism.  He said, Let me see them hands.  He said, Your 
hands.  He said, I could work with you for about two weeks and send you back to 
Memphis and you would be devastatingly dangerous.  I said, Really?  He said, Yeah.  
He said, Hit my chin.  I said, What do you mean, hit your chin?  He said, Hit my chin.   
 
Buoniconti was laying on a lounge there, and I said, Are you going to represent me 
when I knock him out the back of this boat?  And Mantle said, I'll represent you.  He 
said, All right.  He said, Just hit it, I mean hit it.  His hands were down by his side.  
And I said, I'm going to hit you now.  He said, Hit me.  And I said, All right, I'm going 
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to hit you.  He said, Hit me.  And I went -- and I'm telling you his hands like that, I 
could not hit him, I could not hit him.   
 
I said, Look at that fish out there, and he turned around and his hand came up like 
that.  Talk about professionalism, I could not hit him.  I absolutely could not hit him in 
the chin, no way could I hit him.  And I finally, I tried every way in the world to tease 
him to make him look off like that.  I said, The boat's sinking, and he would turn 
around like that and his hands were up.   
 
But you're talking about professional people, how good they are, it's like Kevin saying 
flipping a bait, he could throw a bait up under that stool right there.  They're just good 
how they run -- the speed they did that far off the wall and just one-finger driving, 
they're just good at what they do.  It takes lots of time.  But they're so much better 
than the average person.  
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Well, gentlemen, we really appreciate your time.  It's a good 
story to finish on and we thank you for being here to promote the Big Cedar Lodge 
Legends of Golf, and not only the tournament, but this fabulous facility and all it has to 
offer. 
 
 
 


