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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   
GARY PLAYER & JACK NICKLAUS 
Wednesday, June 4, 2014 
 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Well, I just thought I'd have you in just for a few minutes to talk, 

we're here for the Big Cedar Lodge Legends of Golf event and last year you guys 
played together in Savannah and you're back again here in Branson, Missouri, for this 

event.  Just talk about how the partnership came together again this year.  Gary, you 

got to see the course yesterday.  Jack, you obviously know it very well.  Just talk 
about that.  

 
JACK NICKLAUS:  Well, I don't know it very well.  I haven't been here for a few 

years and Gary came a long way to play in this event. 
 

GARY PLAYER:  Actually, I did. 

 
JACK NICKLAUS:  He was on his farm and he said, I think I'm going to be able to 

work that out to come back and play.  We enjoyed it last year.  We didn't do great, I 
don't know what we finished, but I didn't see our name on the leaderboard at the end.  

But we're here back to play and I think we're going to have some fun.  I'm kind of 

interested in the format really.  I think the format using a par 3 golf course is different, 
something unique.  

 
Q.  Jack, the design of this course is out of the sheer wilderness.  Your 
thoughts on how this plays.  
 
JACK NICKLAUS:  Well, I'm not sure what Johnny's done to my course.  Those of 

you who know Johnny know what I'm talking about.  I had one of my guys up here for 
the last 10 years half of every summer while he's been fiddling with it.  I just said, 

When you're done fiddling with it, let me know and I'll come back.  Actually, I've 
known pretty much what's going on.   

 

It's kind of a unique little golf course.  Top of the Rock describes it pretty well; it's like 
a top of the rock.  It's a little par 3 golf course, I'm not even sure what the shortest and 

longest holes are anymore, from about 90 to 200 yards, about that.  Gary tells me it's 
in excellent condition, he loved it today.  So I'm going to go out there in a few minutes 

and play that and play the other golf course tomorrow and then we go for real.  

 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Gary, your thoughts about playing with Jack? 

 
GARY PLAYER:  First of all, obviously as you get older you forget a lot of things.  

Jack, we finished fourth last year, not too bad. 
 

JACK NICKLAUS:  Out of five teams? 
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GARY PLAYER:  Four teams.  But no, it's always a pleasure to play with Jack, a man 
who has been a very dear friend for a long, long time and a man that I've had great 

admiration for.  And I must just say that having played the nine holes, you know, I've 
played a lot of nine hole golf courses, I've never seen anything compared to this.  I 

thought Augusta's was enjoyable but this is way better.  This is really outstanding.   

 
And then of course Johnny, having an owner like Johnny, he just adds value to it.  

Then I played the other golf course today and it is so beautiful.  Of course I'm a 
country boy, so I like a course out in the country that you're not inundated with 

houses and that's what we play here.  And the condition of the golf courses are 
fantastic.  For me, I love this kind of architecture.  Being a rancher, fishing and 

hunting and this kind of setup for me, I think this is -- I believe it's rated No. 7 in the 

world already and I can tell you this man's not scared of spending money.  I think this 
is a great thing for your area.  I mean, this is just, it's phenomenal.  For somebody to 

come here on vacation, it will have everything. 
 

Q.  That was going to be my question.  This area is known for so many different 
things, entertainment, the lake and everything, but it's never been known as a 
golf destination.  Do you think this could really put it on the map? 

 
GARY PLAYER:  Well, very much so.  Johnny and his son both came to visit me on 

my farm in South Africa and we spoke about a lot of things.  I don't know whether you 
say he's a marketing giant, or he's got ideas of a genius, I don't know how to quite 

explain it, but he's a very unique man.  I can tell you with a sponsor like this and a 

man who loves this area so much, he's game to make this a very famous golfing 
destination, I believe. 

 
Q.  Gary, what do you see as the role of par 3 courses in the future of golf? 

 

GARY PLAYER:  Well, Jack and I both agreed on the speed of play and one of the 
reasons why rounds of golf are down is the speed of play, taking up -- you know, a 

man's married today and the husband and wife, it's a different time.  They're both 
working, they've got families.  You know, it's hard for a man to get out and spend six, 

seven hours on a round of golf.  So making golf courses shorter, making them easier, 
playing up front, having par 3s or 12-hole golf course, whatever you want to do is a 

brilliant idea.  I tell you, the rock workers, I have a guy right now as we're sitting here 

on my ranch, he's working with a big machine moving rocks all over my golf course 
and I admire a nine hole golf course in the mountains which I'm continuously working 

on.  So I know the work that's been put into here and Jack's going to be very 
pleasantly surprised to see the condition of it today.  I think this is such a very unusual 

format and it's unique. 

 
Q.  Gary, you played yesterday.  Just the elevation is something a lot of the 
golfers are talking about.  You have distance and yards but now they're talking 
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about drops.  How is that going to affect the shotmaking that's going to be 
played out the next three days? 
 

GARY PLAYER:  I have a very different philosophy to a lot of people as far as 
playing golf is concerned.  That's why I like playing in the British Open so much.  

Today you hit a driver and a wedge and tomorrow it's a 5-iron or a 3-iron, and so it 

brings in the instinct, and instinct is such an essential ingredient in golf.  That's why 
this man was such a great champion because he could adjust and that's the 

challenge.  Not everything's supposed to be the same.   
 

Today, if everything isn't exactly the same -- you know, we were at the Masters 
dinner, it was fascinating.  I've never forgotten this.  I won't tell you who the player 

was, but the greens on the golf course I played a practice round today were perfect 

and he got up and he stood up and he said, The 14th green today, I don't know, was 
that much -- I don't know how you work it out in numbers, whether the green's running 

at a 13 or a 12, but it was that much.  He said, That was longer on that section of the 
green.   

 

Oh, my goodness.  If he played golf when we played with spike marks all over the 
green.  And actually, I played golf when we went in there and raked the bunkers with 

our feet.  I don't know if I ever told Jack this.  I went to the secretary of the R&A once 
and he was a brigadier in the Army.  I had to make an appointment.  What do you 

want, my dear man?  I said, Brigadier -- I won't tell you his name.  I said, I've just 
been to America and they have rakes at all their championships there and people 

raking the bunkers.  And I said, you know, I love this championship so much, I'd like 

to really donate some rakes, start off with 18 rakes for this golf course.  Get out, you 
insolent bastard, get out.  (Laughter.) 

 
JACK NICKLAUS:  So the next day he wore a pair of pants with a white leg and a 

black leg.  

 
GARY PLAYER:  That's exactly right.  And then I went back there 11 years later and 

wore the same pair of pants.  Trevino came by and said, Are those the same pants 
you wore?  I said yes.  He says, Man, I've got such a big lard ass, they wouldn't even 

(inaudible). 
 

Q.  Jack, can you talk about the format, alternate shot and then best shot, 
whatever, how that's going to affect your game as well? 
 

JACK NICKLAUS:  I'm not even sure what we're playing.  Is the alternate shot both 
of us tee off and we alternate shot to the hole?  

 

MARK WILLIAMS:  No, the alternate shot is one tees off, the other plays, like 
foursomes. 
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JACK NICKLAUS:  One guy's going to play on five holes, the other guy's going to 

play on four holes?   
 

MARK WILLIAMS:  Yeah, so you'll tee the first and Gary will play the second shot 
and then that will be the first nine holes.  Then the second nine holes will be four-ball 

where you both tee off and play your own ball, count that score. 

 
JACK NICKLAUS:  It's that type -- it's an actual alternate shot? 

 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Like the Ryder Cup, Presidents Cup. 

 
JACK NICKLAUS:  You're going to have to really play well.  I'll bet I've played more 

than you have. 

 
GARY PLAYER:  I wouldn't be surprised. 

 
JACK NICKLAUS:  I played yesterday. 

 

GARY PLAYER:  I played today. 
 

JACK NICKLAUS:  Oh, my gosh.  The format, it's different.  We'll see what happens.  
I like the idea.  I thought we'd probably play both hit the tee shot and then -- but we're 

not.  Okay. 
 

GARY PLAYER:  I think that's a little tough. 

 
JACK NICKLAUS:  I think that's a little tough on the par 3. 

 
GARY PLAYER:  Yes, in our age group I think it should be just better ball the whole 

way through. 

 
JACK NICKLAUS:  It doesn't make any difference.  

 
GARY PLAYER:  I'll either call you Larry Load or you'll call me Larry Load. 

 
Q.  If you designed the course, does it give you that much more of an 
advantage? 

 
JACK NICKLAUS:  Well, I've played it so much.  I think I played it once in 17 years. 

 
Q.  Jack, why come back and play in this? 

 

JACK NICKLAUS:  A couple reasons.  One, the Legends is a tournament that's 
probably the longest running tournament on the Senior Tour, that started it.  Two was 

because it was here and Johnny's been a great supporter of what we've done and 
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what I've been involved with.  Three, Tim Finchem said that he would like to have us 

come to help the inaugural event, both Gary and I to come.  And third [sic], Gary and I 
enjoyed it last year.  Fourth, we wanted to.  Fifth, we want to win. 

 
Q.  That being said, what kind of shape's your game in?   
 

JACK NICKLAUS:  Actually, I've broken 80 most every time I've played.  That's 
pretty good for me.  We'll see.  Actually, I played Muirfield twice last weekend and I 

played (inaudible) once and I played yesterday.  Pretty good, four times in the last 10 
days for me. 

 
GARY PLAYER:  That's a record.  You know, Tim said something quite significant 

which I've been saying for years, which there's been quite a lot of naivete about it.  If 

you look at the standard of play on the Senior Tour, when I first came out there and I 
saw people like Orville Moody and a host of others were shooting 16- and 17-under 

par and we were playing 7,000-yard golf courses, people are not aware of this.  You 
look what's happened this year, a man of 50 very nearly won the Masters.  Then you 

had Bernhard Langer, who finished 8th.  I think he must be about 55 or so.  Jack won 

when he was 50.  (Inaudible) he was on the scoreboard and he was on his way here, 
you know, with a few good breaks here and there, could have won it.  Then you say 

Raymond Floyd, he needed to finish par, or birdie-par.  He had a 9-iron in his hand at 
17 when he was 49, just about to turn 50.  Then you had Fred Couples, who had a 

7-iron to No. 11 and an 8-iron to No. 12.  If he pars both of those -- he could have 
birdied them both -- he wins Augusta.  So the standard of play -- Jimenez goes 

across and he wins a European event, plays his first Senior Tour, wins that.  So 

here's a guy that probably will make the Ryder Cup at his age.  So the guys 
psychologically, even though they're playing long golf courses, 7,000, psychologically 

they just say, well, I'm away from these young guys and they relax, and of course the 
whole game's in your mind, and they just play like hell. 

 

Q.  Jack, with this event designed to kind of showcase par 3 golf and its place 
in golf, how important is it for you that they chose a Jack Nicklaus designed 
golf course to showcase this style of game? 
 

JACK NICKLAUS:  Well, it's always nice when your course is chosen for an event.  I 
don't know how many events on the tour senior or regular, are played on my golf 

courses, but a lot.  We play probably close to 700 events on my golf courses around 

the world and that's a lot of events.  So it's nice, it's nice for them to choose.  It's very 
flattering for them to do that and hopefully the guys enjoy the experience.  

 
Q.  Jack, do you always use the interlocking grip on a microphone? 

 

JACK NICKLAUS:  That's a left-handed grip.  Pretty good left-handed grip, huh?  
 

Q.  I was going to say to both of you, why continue to keep the schedules that 
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you do and fly all over the world to come to these events?  Is it just the love 
and respect that you have for the game? 
 

JACK NICKLAUS:  No, because we're really stupid.  I think that's probably correct, I 
think we both love the game. 

 

GARY PLAYER:  Yeah, and my philosophy is if you -- you can be 20 years old and 
you can be 80 years young.  Age is just a concept that man has invented.   

 
As far as I'm concerned, if I don't keep busy, and I'm extremely busy in my life now 

designing golf courses, working on my ranch, doing a lot of company days and 
playing the occasional tournament, if I didn't do that I would just lie down and die.  I've 

got to keep moving and exercising and keeping my mind young because the brain 

shrinks every year of your life as you get older, so I was told by the man I played with 
the other day who's a -- what do you call it, what's the man who works on the brain?  

Neurologist.  So for me, that's my philosophy, just keep moving because one of the 
biggest problems we face on the planet today, 30 percent of the world is now obese.  

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Gentlemen, thank you very much. 
 
 
 


