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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  BROOKE HENDERSON  
Wednesday, June 4, 2014 
 
 
Q.  Tell me about how the past year's been since then.  What's changed in your 
game, what's changed in your personal life, what's been going on?  
 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Well, I played in a lot more LPGA Tour events, which is 

great.  I played in the Kraft Nabisco earlier this year and had a good finish, so that 
was really a big confidence booster.  I qualified for the U.S. Open. 

 
Q.  Congrats.  I saw that.  
 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Thanks.  So I'm really excited for this summer.  I'm really 
busy with amateur and professional events.  Hopefully --  

 
Q.  Staying busy? 

 
BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yes. 

 

Q.  Your first LPGA event was what, 2012 CN? 
 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yes. 
 

Q.  Looking back to that, you've played in four since then, what's the biggest 
difference in your game do you think just confidence wise or technical wise? 
 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Confidence is a big thing.  There I was pretty nervous and 
really intimidated by the professionals, being 14 and pretty young, naive.  But now 

I've gotten to know them a little bit better.  I know their names, they know me, which is 
awesome.  Just being able to play with them and know that my game is right there 

and hopefully next couple years even better. 

 
Q.  Talk about the comfort level, because that's probably a huge thing I know 
coming in as young as you were, probably a little intimidated.  Is there star 
struckness anymore?  You probably feel a lot more comfortable coming into a 
week like this? 

 
BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, for sure, definitely a lot more comfortable.  Even at 

the Kraft Michelle Wie's walking on the range and she came over and gave me a big 
hug and I'm like, wow, this is pretty cool.  So definitely not as star struck as I once 

was. 
 

Q.  Kraft had to be a very big deal for you, tied for 26 finish.  Talk about that 
whole week and maybe what you felt was really, really working for you, what 
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was piecing together.  Obviously playing well at a major is a very big deal. 
 
BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, ball striking was a big thing that week.  I worked a 

lot this winter.  Normally I take a couple months off and this winter I was like no, I'm 
going to go to Florida for two months and I trained.  So I didn't have that break, which 

I was really happy about because my game was able to stay at a high level, which is 

nice.  So coming into the Kraft I was more prepared.  Ball striking was better than it 
was the previous year.  So, I mean, ball striking was great, and I missed a couple 

putts on the last day that I think I could have moved up the leaderboard a little bit 
more but I've been working on that since. 

 
Q.  Where were you in Florida and what went into that decision?  Was it your 
parents, you guys kind of decided, or how did that come about?  Obviously you 
said it paid off? 
 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Actually my sister turned pro last spring, so she was going 
down to live in Florida at a friend's house, so I was like, hey, can I join? 

 

Q.  Tag along? 
 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah.  So it was just my sister and I down there for a little 
while, and then my dad, who recently retired, came down, so we were able to practice 

and train together and it was really, really nice. 
 

Q.  What's your sister's name and how old is she? 

 
BROOKE HENDERSON:  Brittany Henderson and she's 23. 

 
Q.  And then what's your dad's name? 

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  David. 
 

Q.  So were you coming into that thinking, oh, I don't want to get burned out, 
but it all obviously worked out just as planned? 

 
BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, for sure.  I've always dreamed of having (inaudible) 

back up until April being in Canadian weather so it was nice to be able to practice and 

keep my game instead of having to work really hard in the spring to regain it.  I was 
able too improve and get better. 

 
Q.  What's the schedule like now?  Still in high school.  How's school going?  
Are you home schooled? 

 
BROOKE HENDERSON:  No. 
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Q.  So regular school? 

 
BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah.    

 
Q.  So how did this year go balancing Kraft and going back and forth in amateur 
golf?  Tell me a little bit about your schedule. 
 
BROOKE HENDERSON:  It's pretty busy actually.  I'm missing the next three weeks 

of school and coming back just in time for exams, which will be fun, but my teachers 
are really supportive.  Actually, two of them are coming down this week to watch me 

play here. 
 

Q.  So they kind of know what's going on but they'll let you go on a couple little 
things? 
 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Exactly. 
 

Q.  You were the medalist in your qualifier for the U.S. Open.  Talk to me about 
that whole experience.  Obviously you've been there before but to be medalist 
and come out like that, that has to be good momentum and good juju going into 
that one. 
 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, for sure.  When I was 13 I was tied medalist with 
Annie Park in New Jersey to go to the Open, and so then this year I really wanted to 

get back there and play Pinehurst No. 2, which is an amazing golf course, so I was 

really motivated.  I knew it was going to be really difficult, especially because there's a 
lot of LPGA Tour players there trying to get in, so I knew I had to go low and I was 

able to shoot 3-under and then 1-under to finish low medalist, and really I was just 
happy to get a spot and medalist is just the cherry on top. 

 

Q.  Have you been to Pinehurst? 
 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  I have, and I played No. 2. 
 

Q.  Okay.  When did you play there and what were your initial thoughts? 
 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  I played last year, the North-South Amateur in July last 

year.  The golf course is beautiful and it fits my game pretty well.  The greens are 
definitely going to be the toughest part, though.  They're all sort of turtlebacks so the 

ball rolls off, but really it's really important just to have a good placing on tee shots. 
 

Q.  How did you do there that week? 

 
BROOKE HENDERSON:  That week?  Well, the first three rounds were on No. 7 and 

then the match play was on No. 2.  I lost in my first match. 
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Q.  So you have some redemption? 
 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Exactly. 
 

Q.  Just off the course stuff as a 16-year old, everyone thinks you're not a 
totally normal 16-year old out here playing with pros.  What's the most 16-year 
old thing that you do off the course, whether it's listening to music, Facebook?  
What's your life like that's normal for 16? 
 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Normal 16? 
 

Q.  There's got to be something.  
 
BROOKE HENDERSON:  Well, I love spending time with my friends when I'm at 

school and when I'm at home.  Same with family, I'm really close to a lot of my family 
so it's nice to just get back and hang out with them.  I love country music quite a bit.  

Probably my favorite spot to be is at my cottage where it's like right on the lake.  It's 

actually on a golf course, too, so it's perfect just to go chill there. 
 

Q.  What about an LPGA player you maybe haven't met yet or haven't played 
with that you're hoping to either get paired with or get to know?  Anybody out 
there that you think, oh, man, I would really like to talk to her or play a round 
with her? 

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Suzann Pettersen.  I've always been a big fan of hers.  I've 
never talked to her, I've never been paired with her, so hopefully in the near future 

that will happen. 
 

Q.  And then obviously I have to ask the pro question and I know I even asked 
you last year and it still hasn't happened so it's fine, but getting closer to 
clearing (inaudible.)  Obviously you're feeling very comfortable with your game 
but I'm sure you get badgered with that all the time, but still a process? 
 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, I'm just trying to improve every day and get better.  I 
committed to the University of Florida, so that was a big step.    

 

Q.  That's exciting. 
 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah.  Hopefully after that I'll turn pro and have a 
successful career. 

 

Q.  How did the recruiting process go for you?  How did you decide on Florida? 
 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  I've always been a Gator fan ever since I was about eight 
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years old.  Actually, I painted my whole room and it's all Gators.  

 
Q.  So it's kind of a dream come true, kind of like there you go.  They have a 
great golf program.  
 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, and the weather, so it's perfect. 

 
Q.  How did you do with the coaches and the school?  Did you go down to visit 
and stuff? 
 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  I did, yeah.  The team is great, they're so nice and they're 
really, really good players, which is awesome.  Good recruits are coming in my year 

and the year after, so it will be a strong team.  Emily Bastel is a great coach and the 

assistant is great, too. 
 

Q.  I guess biggest lesson you've learned.  You have five events under your 
belt.  What's been the thing that stuck out that you think, all right, this is what I 
need to do this week to do well?  What do you think has been key for you 
lesson wise? 
 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Definitely just to play my own game and not get too 
distracted by like fans and scores and stuff like that is a big thing.  Stick to my game 

plan.  Definitely my strength is long game and ball striking, so I'll go work out some 
things on the range this morning and hopefully it will be with me on the weekend. 

 

Q.  Obviously we saw you getting pictures in the parking lot, everyone saying hi 
to you.  Do you enjoy that or do you think you have to stay focused and block 
all that out or do you like embracing being the local girl? 
 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, it's fun.  I love being at LPGA Tour events because 

there's always that big hype and a lot of attention, but I know once Thursday starts 
you need a lot of focus and you need to play your own game to play well.  Hopefully 

I'll make the cut this week and have a little more attention. 
 

Q.  If your goal's been making the cut before, you've been doing that.  Are you 
setting your heights a little higher, maybe Top 20, Top 10?  Do you not get too 
caught up in that or is that something you have your sights set on? 

 
BROOKE HENDERSON:  First step is definitely make the cut and then after that --  

 
Q.  Then you'll reassess? 

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah.  
 


