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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  HEE YOUNG PARK     
Tuesday, June 3, 2014 
 
 
MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  Well, it's my pleasure to welcome in the defending 

champion here at the Manulife Financial LPGA Classic, Hee Young Park.  Hee 
Young, how does it feel to be back on site?  This was the site of your second LPGA 

win.  Talk about what it felt like to come back here.  

 
HEE YOUNG PARK:  This is my second time visit Waterloo and then I won the Tour 

(indiscernible) which is CME Titleholders.  But they change the golf course like my 
second time so it felt a lot different.  But this time back to back, same golf course, I 

know what to do and I'm great feeling coming back, so very excited. 

 
MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  I was going to say, the first time you got your win you went 

back as defending champ, totally different golf course, you felt this isn't my turf.  How 
comfortable do you feel playing on this golf course this week? 

 
HEE YOUNG PARK:  Actually this golf course is in perfect shape everything and I 

know how I was feeling and green conditions pretty much perfect, so easy to get used 

to it.  Today and yesterday was rain here so it got more softer, which is I can hit more 
play aggressive, which is good. 

 
MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  Talk about your season so far this year.  You've been very 

consistent, you've been in a lot of top 20 finishes.  How do you feel about your game 

and what are you working on to hopefully break into maybe a Top 10 or hopefully 
another win?  

 
HEE YOUNG PARK:  I played a few good rounds and a few bad rounds, but lot of 

good things already came and I feel close to play better and just to play all four 
rounds get together.  And then also few months ago I had a little bit my wrist injured 

so I couldn't do much practice like before, so this is first time that I injured my wrist 

but now it feels a lot better and I'm back to pretty much normal, I can play. 
 

MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  Was that the first time you've ever been really injured in 
your career?  

 

HEE YOUNG PARK:  Yeah, I never done before this much long time and then not 
bother me so I couldn't practice at all. 

 
MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  How was dealing with that?  Was that hard? 

 
HEE YOUNG PARK:  More afraid about like next events but I don't want to skip it 

because I kind of -- my swing felt pretty good and I felt really up there, so I wanted 

just to rest. 
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MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  Kind of play through it a little bit? 
 

HEE YOUNG PARK:  Um-hmm.  And then (inaudible) like last few weeks I played 
pretty good, so I think it's ready. 

 

MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  Questions for Hee Young?   
 

Q.  Last year when you played it was pretty much very calm conditions the 
whole week and obviously that reflected in a very low winning score.  The last 
couple days I've been here it's really windy out, so I was wondering how much 
different will this golf course be and how much harder will it be if it remains 
windy? 

 
HEE YOUNG PARK:  I remember last year the green condition was very firm and the 

fairways really firm, so that distance -- than normal golf distance, which is driver 
distance, but this year more lot softer, so will be more longer second shot.  And 

greens a bit more softer, so I need more like working on middle long putt distance 

putting practice. 
 

Q.  But have you noticed it's a lot windier? 
 

HEE YOUNG PARK:  Yeah, I heard some local people say usually really windy and 
weather changes in this area, so I expect and I like to play under the wind, like rain 

condition, I played pretty good British.  I played so windy, rain (inaudible.)  

 
MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  So you like the tough conditions? 

 
HEE YOUNG PARK:  Um-hmm. 

 

MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  I have a question about last year.  I think you caught us all 
by surprise when you said you're a huge hockey fan, you won over a lot of people 

here and they said oh, wow, they kind of were surprised.  Stanley Cup playoffs are 
coming up.  Are you rooting for anybody, going to watch at all? 

 
HEE YOUNG PARK:  Yes, I root for the Blackhawks.  They played so good and I also 

excited to watch.  But they lost three days ago, a little bit disappointed, but still I'm 

watching like hockey game. 
 

MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  What are you looking forward to the most this week?  Are 
you going to put any extra pressure on yourself knowing how well you played here or 

are you looking just to play your game? 

 
HEE YOUNG PARK:  I've got little good memories out there compared to other 

players but this is just new week and I'm going to play one shot and try do my best 
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and this is just a new tournament so I'm not going to put pressure or anything special.  

 
MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  What was your favorite memory from last year?  Is there any 

one specific moment that you are thinking back to? 
 

HEE YOUNG PARK:  This morning I met the Angela Stanford caddie last year.  He 

say I cannot believe you made it close to the five-footer and made a birdie, but I think 
that's really good my memory also.  No. 7, the par three, so I'm going to be 

(indiscernible.)  
 

MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  That was probably not his favorite memory but that's okay, 
we'll let him have that.  All right.  Anything this week game wise, anything you're going 

to try to really concentrate on? 

 
HEE YOUNG PARK:  I played with Lexi last week, but last week golf course green 

condition and this week completely different, which is I need to work on more putting 
speed, that's all I need working on, so I'm going to focus on distance putting. 

 

MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  Okay.  What about if you were to play well here, what would 
that mean for your season so far?  Like you say you, you've been trying to break into 

a really good finish.  What would that mean for your momentum going into the rest of 
the season?  

 
HEE YOUNG PARK:  I play good until third round and then (inaudible) final round 

and finished around 25th.  But this week good for momentum in between 

(indiscernible) because good memories have lot of confidence here and I was too 
much worry about (indiscernible,) so should be this week will be like really good 

turning point like my 2014 season. 
 

MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  Now, you took yesterday off.  You traveled up here from 

ShopRite and you said you got a little bit of touristy action in Toronto with your friend 
there.  Tell us about your day off and what you guys did. 

 
HEE YOUNG PARK:  I got here yesterday morning and I've got my best friend in 

Toronto.  She was rooting for me last year whole week.  She's working obviously but 
she take off whole week and also this year she has week off and then 

(indiscernible)for me.  So yesterday, my friend and I did tour in Toronto and hang out 

and have some good Korean food, Korean barbecue yesterday.  So I got a lot of 
(indiscernible) going on. 

 
MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  So you like being in Canada.  Any other questions?  Thank 

you for coming in.  Good luck this week. 

 
HEE YOUNG PARK:  Thank you. 
 


