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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   TOM WATSON  
Wednesday, May 14, 2014 
 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Tom, thanks for joining us.  This is I believe your 

first time back here since the 2011 event.  Maybe just get us started.  
You had a chance to at least play nine holes this morning.  Maybe just give us a 

rundown of how things looked on that front nine. 

 
TOM WATSON:  Yeah.  Well, I played a full practice round yesterday since I haven't 

been here for a while and had a good round of good.  I made a lot of birdies so I hope 
that I can continue to do that.  The conditions are predicted to change with the wet 

and cold, it's supposed to get chilly the next few days.  The golf course will play tough 
with those conditions.  The grass is a little sparse.  You get some mud on the ball and 

we're going to have some problems with that.  The golf course is getting longer for 

some reason since the last time I've been here.  I don't know if it has anything to do 
with 64 years old or what.  I think it does. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  How's the game right now?  

 

TOM WATSON:  The game's okay, I can't complain.  I'm driving the ball well.  My iron 
play is a little sketchy right now, which is not good for scoring.  You have to have 

good iron play to score.  My iron play right now is just not very solid, meaning that I'm 
not hitting the ball very solidly, I hit the ball on the bottom of the club too many times.  

I have to hit the ball a little bit more square to get the true distance and spin that I 

need to get. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Questions? 
 

Q.  This is such a huge event for our area.  What's your impression of Shoal 
Creek and the course in particular?  I hear a lot of the players say they really 
enjoy it out here.  
 
TOM WATSON:  It's a great challenge.  There's a lot of variety, uphill shots and 

downhill shots, which I like.  It's beautiful, the beauty of it, the serenity of it.  There's 
been some great championships here.  I remember the first year I played here in the 

'84 PGA, I didn't have a chance because this rough was about that deep, Bermuda 

rough, and they had three marshals on each side of the fairways because you could 
lose your golf ball the rough was that deep.  Lee Trevino was right in his wheelhouse.  

He hit the ball so straight off the tee and he rarely missed a fairway.  That's what you 
had to do on this golf course.  I enjoy playing here and the crowds are great.  These 

are golf crowds, they know the game of golf.  They come out here, there's a lot of 
great golf right in this area.  It shows itself when you're out there playing in front of the 

crowds. 
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Q.  Tom, obviously you're the Ryder Cup captain this year and that's a lot to 
have on your plate.  How do you compartmentalize things and say, okay, I'm 
going to focus on my game for a while, or do you just have to juggle a lot of 
things at the same time through the Ryder Cup, and how do you feel like the 
team is coming together for the Ryder Cup? 

 
TOM WATSON:  Well, I relish the job, so to speak.  There are a lot of responsibilities 

but I enjoy it.  I've been here before, so it's not the first time that I've had to deal with 
these responsibilities.  There are more of them now since I was Ryder Cup captain in 

1993.  There's more time involved, there's more media, there's more Ryder Cup 
events.  The bottom line is that in '93 I was still playing out here and so I was active 

out here.  I was seeing how the players are playing.  My chore event as it is now -- I 

have two chores really.  The first chore is to pick the three best qualified players in my 
opinion, in my estimation, who will round out the team and lead us -- help lead us on 

to victory.  The other is how do I pair them, in what order.  Those are things that 
basically I'm in charge of doing and I do that.  That's the bottom line is the team, 

they're the actors, I'm the stage manager.  It's the stage for them and they go out to 

perform.  I just hope that, as I said in '93, I hope that all the players on the team are 
playing at their peak game.  Of course that will never happen, there will be some 

players not playing up to par for them.  But where it really shines, what you want out 
there is the heart, the guts that when they're not playing their best, they know how to 

get it in the hole and that's what I'll be looking for. 
 

Q.  You talked about kind of the course played right into Lee Trevino's hands 30 
years ago.  When you look at this course, is there anybody that you kind of look 
around and say this suits their game?   
 
TOM WATSON:  Well, there's Bernhard Langer because he hits the ball long enough, 

Kenny Perry hits the ball very long, Fred Couples hits the ball very long.  The par 5s 

really play into their hands.  The rest of us, we're stretching it getting to the par 5s, 
especially when it gets wet.  With the predicted rains, it will be tough to get to these 

par 5s.  But Kenny and Freddie shouldn't have a lot of problem.  The way Bernhard 
Langer is going, we need to break his leg. 

 
Q.  Totally different subject almost or topic, question for kind of a fun story that 
we're doing on golf fashion and how it has changed over the years. 
 
TOM WATSON:  Come full circle. 

 
Q.  It has. 
 

TOM WATSON:  Goofy clothes are in now, right? 
 

Q.  Right.  Have you ever had kind of a philosophy about kind of what to wear 
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on the course?  Is it for comfort, is it for style?  And maybe too, over the years 
with kind of the dandiest or most quirky or fashionable maybe person that 
you've played with? 

 
TOM WATSON:  Well, I've had a long relationship with Ralph Lauren Polo, so they 

dress me.  When they asked me if I would like to sign on with them, I said, You are 

the company I've always wanted to be with.  I love their clothes and I'm one of the old 
guys, so I dress pretty conservatively out there.  Still, I like colors, like certain things 

like today, I've got the blue shirt and I've got a little green here and I put a green glove 
on.  I'm styling.  I don't have the big wide three-inch belts and you don't see me in the 

athletic golf shoes, you see me in the conservative golf shoes of the past, you know.  
One of the things you also see that's different on the regular Tour versus this Tour, 

you go on the regular Tour, you go in the locker room, you look at the shoes.  I'm the 

only guy that has leather shoes.  Everybody else has got sneakers.  They wear their 
sneakers.  Out here, I checked the locker room out here this morning or yesterday 

and you see some sneakers, you get some kind of Topsider look, and then you have 
a few pairs of leathers.  That's the difference, the difference in style.  I remember 

when I won the first Masters, you should have seen, I had orange pants on and I had 

an orange striped shirt on with a white patent leather belt.  That was my outfit on 
Sunday when I won the Masters the first time.  (Inaudible) back in those days, in the 

psychedelic days, we did have some psychedelic colors. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Thank you, Tom.   
 
 


