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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  COLIN MONTGOMERIE  
Wednesday, May 14, 2014 
 
 
 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Welcome, Colin, to Shoal Creek and the 2014 Regions 

Tradition, our first major championship of the year on the Champions Tour.  You've 
had a solid season thus far with Top 10s in every event, contended in the last group 

at the Insperity event, which was our last one, and had a week off and did some 

traveling I guess.  Just talk about coming here to Shoal Creek and your impressions. 
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, yeah, thank you.  This is my first, my first trip to 
Shoal Creek here.  I didn't compete in 1990.  My first U.S. major was the 1992 Pebble 

Beach U.S. Open, so I didn't compete here but I've heard a lot about it.  You know, 
you talk about are you going to Alabama and then you say "Shoal Creek" and 

everybody in golf knows where you're going or where you've been, so it's one of 

those classic courses.  Having played nine holes yesterday and nine holes today, I 
understand what they're talking about.  This is a very special place and a very, very 

good golf course.  You have to drive the ball straight, but at the same time it's more of 
a second-shot course whereby I can see where the greens, there will be some pins in 

some awkward places as I can say on the greens, backside, middle, front, whatever.  

It will be a great test.  I'm looking forward to trying to challenge this course. 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Obviously solid season and your game's been sharp.  Just talk 
about that a little bit. 

 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yeah, fine.  It's great to be in the Top 10.  That's including 

the last tournament of the year that I played San Antonio, seven Top 10s in a row, 

and I really am figuring out now.  It's taken a little while to figure out the fact that it's a 
three-round event, it's more of a sprint than a marathon and it took me a little bit of 

time.  My game was always based on pars, U.S. Open style game whereby par was a 
good score.  Par around here gets you absolutely nowhere on this Tour and I've 

realized that.  It's taken me a few events to get used to that.  You've got to come out 

of the blocks with a 66 or else you play catch-up.  So I'm learning a new form of golf.  
But I do like the four-round events, the majors that we're playing, and it's nice to be in 

the Top 10, nice to contend.  You know, last week out there in Houston, to finish 3rd 
behind Langer and Freddie, Couples is always good.  I'd just like to put my 1990s hat 

on and try and get a win here.  It'd be lovely to win out here, I've said that, and if it 

happens it'd be super.  But this is a good golf course, a good golf course for lots of 
us.  We all look forward to trying to challenge it. 

 
Q.  Do you see yourself as a full-time senior player now or do you still believe 
that, like Fred Couples, you're still able to keep up with the younger guys? 
 



tee-scripts.com 
  2 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Okay.  On the junior tour, yes.  That's what we call it, the 

junior tour.  (Laughter.)  
 

I would really think -- you know, I play about four tournaments on the European Tour 
early season and then there's one at a course I designed in Turkey that I'm going to 

play at the end of the year, so that's five or six events that I play on the main Tour.  

So in saying that, and what, 20-odd events here, so you would have to say that the 
majority would be on the senior tour here, you know, on the U.S. Champions Tour.  

So I would say that now, yes, I'm a fully fledged Champions Tour player now, more so 
than I am playing in regular Tour events.  Because we're competitive animals, you 

know, I would much rather be in contention in a Champions Tour event than finishing 
say 20th in a regular Tour event.  I get much more out of that personally, forget 

financially, whatever that means.  I'm here to try to win and that's why we fly across 

the Atlantic back and forth all over the place and that's why.  I think we are 
competitive and we don't lose that and so that's why we're here.  And I love that 

feeling of being in contention much more than I do finishing 20th in a regular event, 
which would be a good finish, don't get me wrong, but I would much prefer to be in 

contention in a Champions Tour event, yes. 

 
Q.  You're a former European captain for the Ryder Cup and we have Tom 
Watson who's going to be the captain this year.  Do you have any kind of 
insight into the way that will go this year and do you think the Americans can 
ever get back on top? 
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  You know, you've won two out of the last nine and you 

can't really put your finger on why, why should that be.  Why do we keep winning by 
half a point, you know?  I don't know.  Mine was half a point and Jose Maria Olazabal 

was what we call the Miracle at Medinah, don't we?  Us Europeans to get out of that 
with a win.  Is that going to be sustained this year?  Hey, who knows.  The Americans 

have certainly, you know, play their wildcard in picking a captain.  The last captain to 

win away from home in 1993 was Tom Watson and they picked him again to do the 
same job.  He's got some great help in Andy North and in Ray Floyd already, two 

great competitors.  So Tom Watson's going across there to win, believe me, and we 
don't want to give it up.  So this will be a titanic battle again and I'm sure it will come 

down to who holds the nerve at the right time at the right place on Sunday afternoon.  
That's how close it's going to be.  You know, I'm sure Paul McGinley was delighted 

with the form of the European players last week at the PLAYERS Championship, but 

of course Tom Watson would be delighted with the form of the American players at 
the Masters.  So it's going to be close, we know that.  That's why people turn it on, 

that's why it's the third most watched sporting event in the world after the Olympic 
Games and the World Cup Soccer.  There's a reason for that, because it's close and 

it's exciting and it's theater, real theater.  And as I say, I'm sure it will come down to 

somebody's putt on Sunday and who's up for the battle, yeah.  We all look forward to 
it. 
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Q.  Colin, it's obvious you're very comfortable with a microphone and the fact 
that you have been doing some work on the Golf Channel periodically on 
analysis.  Is that something -- one, I enjoy your perspective very much, you're 
very honest on there, and two, is that something you would like to do more of 
maybe when you slow down on the playing side because they bring you in for 
some of the big events and you seem comfortable doing so? 

 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yeah, I do enjoy it.  I do enjoy giving an opinion.  If 

somebody asks an opinion, I'll be honest and I'll give it.  So yes, we have a bit of fun.  
I know Brandel Chamblee and Frank Nobilo, that we tend to do this Golf Channel 

piece in the evenings.  I do Sky Sports first and then go over to Golf Channel 
afterwards and it is good.  I enjoy it and really have a bit of fun.  Yes, I would like to 

try and do some more as I wind down my playing career.  I'm still in my rookie year, 

so let's see how many years that I'm still enjoying this.  I'm loving it right now, the 
playing side.  And everybody says -- doesn't everybody say that they regret giving up 

playing too early, you know?  I think we all do, being so competitive.   
 

Hey, I would like to -- I would like to keep working of some kind, even 16 hour days is 

very young to stop.  I can only walk my dogs at home a certain amount, so I don't 
want to do that.  And I'll drive my wife crazy and go nuts, so I might as well be doing 

something.  If it's behind a microphone as opposed to behind a six-foot putt myself, I'll 
take either, but I really do enjoy it.  They've made me very welcome on the Golf 

Channel and also with NBC well.  I'm looking forward to the U.S. Open coming up as 
well.  I'm doing some announcing there at Pinehurst, which is a unique golf course.  

And then of course I'm doing Valhalla, and then of course I've just been asked to do 

the Ryder Cup as well, which is very close to my home where I live.  It's only three 
miles door to door to where I live, so I might just cycle it to work.  Apparently it's quite 

difficult to get around there, so I might just take a push bike and cycle it, so it's great.  
I look forward to the Ryder Cup of course, to announcing. 

 

Q.  Can you talk a little bit about not having played here before?  Most of the 
field has not only played here before but they played in rain, and when the 
course kind of changes -- 
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yes, yes. 
 

Q.  Is that a challenge to you to make that adjustment? 

 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, not playing in the rain.  I mean, I'm used to playing in 

the rain, believe me.  If it's sunny, that's a delight, so the weather, overhead 
conditions doesn't affect me.   

 

What I've found this first year, I'm coming up to my rota now, which Fox Chapel, 
Pittsburgh, was my -- the Constellation Championship, the PLAYERS Championship, 

so that was my first event, late June.  Everything else from now on has been new and 
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this is another one that I'm having to sort of play catch-up with the guys who know the 

course, they know the nuances of the golf course, they know where to go and not to 
go and I've got to learn this quite rapidly in one round or a pro-am or if I've got time for 

a practice round.  That's what I've found difficult as well coming to the Champions 
Tour is these guys have played these courses before.  Bernhard Langer, that's his 

third Insperity win.  That was my first go of that.  I'm still learning, so I'm still in my 

rookie cycle.  I get back to first base or fourth base or whatever it is using a baseball 
analogy in a month's time.   

 
Great golf course.  It will play longer with the rain that we're having now, with the 

heavy rain that's forecast over the evening and this afternoon, so it will play different 
from tomorrow on.  Yeah, we'll just have to adapt.  This whole game is all about 

adaptation.  We'll adapt to the conditions, we'll just have to play that way. 

 
Q.  You mentioned liking giving an opinion.  Here's one:  Is there another Tiger 
Woods on the immediate horizon?    
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  I don't think so.  I think Tiger was and is unique.  I think it's 

very unfair to put labels on people, you know what I mean?  You know, "the next 
Tiger Woods."  I think Tiger Woods was unique and we're very, very fortunate to live 

through this era of this Tiger Woods era that we're in.  Tiger Woods was -- Arnold 
Palmer was the guy that marketed golf to the extent where we are.  Tiger Woods 

really was the next guy to take that over within our realm.  There will be a next Tiger 
Woods somewhere down the line, I'm sure, you know, but do we have one now?  

That's a bit unfair to put because your next question I'm sure we're talking about 

Jordan Spieth, we're talking about Rory McIlroy.  Can you see these guys winning 14 
or having an opportunity of trying to beat Nicklaus' record where we are?  Unfair to 

say, to put that label on somebody.  Tiger Woods was and is extremely unique so the 
next Tiger Woods is quite difficult to pinpoint. 

 

Q.  Is the current Tiger Woods -- well, I'll change the question. 
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yes, go on. 
 

Q.  Is the Tiger Woods that we knew and relished and marveled, is that Tiger 
Woods gone? 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  His ability, the fear factor has definitely rescinded from the 
Tiger Woods that I played against in the very late '90s and early 2000s.  That fear 

factor has gone, yes.  People aren't frightened of competing against him now.   
 

I'm sure his ability, when he comes back from injury, he will be determined as ever to 

get this right.  He might not make the U.S. Open, we hope he makes the British Open 
and hopefully the Ryder Cup team or whatever the case because it's a bigger event 

and every event misses him.  He's the biggest name that we have.  He's the biggest 
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marketing tool that we have in golf and we all miss him.  And it was strange to 

commentate on the Masters this year without him, very odd really.  So there is a new 
era, yes.  With Phil Mickelson missing the cut at the Masters and Tiger not entered, it 

was a strange weekend not to have either of them on the course.  He will come back, 
he'll come back, he will, and he will be determined.  He's about to lose his No. 1 spot 

this week and he'll be determined to get that back as he was before when he slipped 

outside the top 50 I believe when he was injured in 2008.  He slipped outside the top 
50, got it back.  I'm sure the determination of this guy is different and he'll want to get 

that back again and this will spur him on.  And it's great for the game, great for the 
game when there's a fit, healthy Tiger Woods playing.  The game's in a far healthier 

state and we wish him well. 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Colin, good luck this week.  

 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Thank you, thank you.   
 


