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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT: BERNHARD LANGER  
Sunday, May 4, 2014  
 
 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Bernhard, an exciting day.  You knew it wasn't going to be 

easy to get your 20th career victory on the Champions Tour but you become the 10th 
guy in Champions Tour history with 20 wins, your second win this season and it's the 

third time you've won here in Houston.  Congratulations. 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Thank you.  Yeah, it's very special.  As you said, there's only 

been, what, 10 guys to do it and I'm hoping to add to that number.  I hope I'm not 
done.  I'm very blessed to have won 20 times in six and a half years.  It's been a great 

run and a wonderful achievement.  I just feel like I'm playing some of my best golf in 
my career. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Just take us through the day.  No birdies after the 7th hole but 
you still come out with a one-shot win.  That doesn't happen very often out here. 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  No, but I had a big lead after that.  You know, I had a very 

strong start.  I birdied 1 and 3 and 6 and 7, so I was 4-under after 7 holes, which is 

very difficult to do in these windy conditions and with the pin placements that we had.  
So I was just protecting my lead to some extent playing smart.  Could have gone for it 

on 13.  It would have taken at least a 4-iron maybe to go for it but with this swirling 
winds you never know what could happen, so I felt it was smarter to lay up and hit a 

wedge in there and hopefully make birdie or par at the worst, which I did. 

 
Freddie played very well there on the back side, made a bunch of -- I don't know, did 

he eagle or just make birdies?  I have no idea.  But he came on pretty strong until the 
last hole when he bogeyed and that made it a little bit easier for me to play 18 with a 

two-shot lead. 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Can you just take us through what you did on the birdies and 

talk about 16 and 18 as well? 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, 1 was a really good drive that was way down there, hit 
5-iron and just caught the front bunker.  If it had been a foot further, it would have 

been perfect.  Played a beautiful bunker shot to about eight feet and made the putt. 

 
Then 2, I had a birdie chance which I missed from about nine feet.  And 3, hit a 6-iron 

to the back of the green and made about a 16-footer, something like that.  Then 6, I 
hit a good drive, a 2-hybrid and a full lob wedge to about eight feet.  7 was a 3-wood 

off the tee, 8-iron and about 15 feet.  Then 8, I hit 4-iron, caught the left edge of the 
bank and bounced into the bunker and not a good bunker shot, went about 20 feet 

long and two-putted.  Then really 16 was a 5-iron.  I thought the wind was off the 
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right, I aimed it a little right and the ball just kept going straight and went into the 

bunker.  I didn't have much of a shot from there, made bogey.  And then 18, I hit two 
perfect shots exactly where I wanted to hit it, to the back edge of the green between 

the bunkers.  Hit a pretty decent first putt to probably five feet or something, four feet, 
and then wasn't really focusing too much on that last putt and hit it -- you know, 

missed it on the left side.  I think the grain got it.  The grain was actually away from 

the water, which is kind of weird but there's some of that out there since the greens 
are fairly new. 

 
Q.  How much attention do you pay to what Freddie's doing?  You've been in 
this situation many, many times.  I assume there's two approaches, watch or 
block it out.  What do you do? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  I was watching today because I felt there's a lot of holes out 
here where, you know, like 13 where I could have gone for it and either make birdie 

but maybe make 6 and I thought at the time I had a four-shot lead so I just laid up.  
Turned out I only had a three-shot lead, but I still had a three-shot lead.  I wasn't 

going to give anything back.  My goal was, especially after my tremendous start, I 

didn't want to give any back and make it easy for them.  They had to earn it, and 
there was really no one really close except Freddie.  He birdied 15 as well, which was 

a very good birdie today; it was straight into the wind.  We didn't reach the green, I 
don't know if he did in 2, he's longer.  Anyways, I wasn't going to give anything away 

as much as possible and make them earn it.  You know, it was good enough.  I'll take 
a two-shot lead on the 18th tee anytime and take my odds.  

 

Q.  You told us yesterday you're going to have to shoot under par to win the 
tournament.  You shot one stroke under par, you won the tournament by one 
shot.  You called it.  
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, it was tricky out there.  The wind was not easy, it's all 

over the place.  Actually, many times the opposite from what it should have been.  We 
watched the forecast and the forecast was southwest winds all day long at 12 miles 

an hour.  I'll tell you, there were many shots where it was totally opposite, it was east 
and just crazy.  Nobody can explain it but it swirls out there in the pines and it creates 

havoc with the golfers because that ball hangs up there many seconds before it 
comes back down and I've seen it all week long.  It's very difficult and you have to 

sometimes just hit in the moment.  Sometimes you hit one club and two minutes later 

it would have been a totally different club. 
 

Q.  This is the first time you've won a Champions event three times.  I know it's 
two different courses, but this is correct, right? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, three times is the first time. 
 

Q.  Anything interesting with you and Monty playing today that's noteworthy, 
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worth mentioning?  Obviously you've been in this situation many times with 
him.  
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  No, we chitted and chatted a little bit here and there, talked, 
but nothing whatever, nothing personal that you need to know or anything else. 

 

Q.  Obviously you've got a firsthand view of what he's doing.  When the day 
began, he would have seemed to have been your primary threat.  
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, you don't know that, nobody knows that.  There's a 

whole bunch of guys.  Obviously he was the one closest by strokes, but it's 18 holes 
of golf and anybody -- Jay Haas was playing well and a bunch of other guys.  Yeah, 

Monty birdied the 2nd but then he missed a putt on 3 to bogey and so he was back 

and forth and back and forth most of the time.  Didn't really come close to me not 
really all day I would say because I had a better start than he did. 

 
Q.  Was there ever a point where you were nervous? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Oh, I think we're all nervous.  I think there's something 
wrong if you're not nervous.  I'm always honest and I'll always say if some 

professional tells you he's not nervous, then he's not alive or he doesn't care.  Some 
nervousness is good because it heightens your awareness, gives you a little bit of 

adrenaline, hit the ball a little further and it helps you play better.  Just if you get 
overly nervous, then you don't want to start shaking and your heartbeat going 200, 

that's no good. 

 
Q.  Does this still feel the same on a back nine on Sunday leading a golf 
tournament as it felt on the other tour, any tour?  
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Definitely.  Anytime, anytime you're in contention for a 

professional tournament it means a lot.  I've beaten 80 of the best players in the world 
and a lot of Hall of Famers, lot of major winners and it still means a lot and it feels 

great.  
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay, congrats, Bernhard.  
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Thank you.   
 


