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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  FRED COUPLES   
Sunday, May 4, 2014  
 
 
Q.  Other than that double at No. 2 and the trouble there at No. 18, a wonderful 
round, but tell us about that final hole there.  
 

FRED COUPLES:  I pulled it, but I hit what I thought it was a pretty good second 

shot.  I figured just hit it hard, the green's very firm.  I saw Steve Pate before roll 
behind a sprinkler where it was a pretty easy two-putt and I had the chip and your 

mind changes.  I thought making a putt versus a chip is a lot easier than if I chipped it 
six feet by and missed it for bogey.   

 

It was fun.  I got off to a great start and then I hit a tree on 2 and ricocheted out of 
bounds and I couldn't find it.  On the back nine I got things rolling and had a fun day. 

 
Q.  Four birdies in a row on the back nine.  Did you know where you stood?  
Were you watching the leaderboard trying to figure out what you needed to do 
to catch Bernhard? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I was 7 behind at one time so I was just playing golf.  Maybe 
he was 14-under, I was 8 behind.  As I look now, no, I was not on pace to catch him.  

Then I got a few birdies and got within a couple, and I guess he bogeyed the 16th 
hole so really on the 18th I knew I was 1 behind.  I hit a couple good shots on 17, I 

saw it on the big Visiontron there and now he's got to play 18.  I was well behind but 

made a little run. 
 

Q.  (Inaudible)  
 

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, that's what I did. 
 

Q.  Real relaxed? 

 
FRED COUPLES:  Yeah.  I went out there and tried to, you know, like any other 

round, played as well as I could.  I hit a few really nice shots, a couple poor ones.  But 
I don't know, on a golf course I think as hard as this, you can't really play relaxed golf, 

you have to pay attention to what you're doing.  I didn't hit enough good shots to 

shoot a lot lower to catch Bernhard, although I got close to him. 
 

Q.  I know it's tough but when you're walking up 18 and you hear the crowd 
cheering for you, you're a favorite in these parts, how did you that make you 
feel? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  I love playing here.  For two days I was decent and then I made a 

little run on the back nine and got a little gallery coming.  It's disappointing because I 
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really hit one of my better shots.  You're not going to get it close on 18, there's not 

enough room, but it trickled to the back.  And for any golfer who walks up there, when 
you see a sprinkler on the other side of your ball and you know you can't putt through 

it, it's a little -- it's kind of a little funky because the guy's a foot from me, Steve Pate, 
he almost makes his putt for birdie but I didn't hit a very good chip.   

 

U of H is the place where I got started.  Coach Williams, you know, taught me how to 
play golf and get better and better and we've had a lot of graduates go out of U of H 

and go on the TOUR and I guess it's 34 years later, I'm still out here playing. 
 


