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1st ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   ESTEBAN TOLEDO   
Friday, May 2, 2014  
 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We have the defending champ, Esteban Toledo, in the 

interview room after a very nice 5-under par 67 to start defense of his title.  A couple 
opening thoughts about your round. 

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  I played great.  After I birdied 3 from 20 feet, it kind of opened 
the doors for me.  I missed birdie putt on 1 and 2.  And I played with two great guys, 

Mark O'Meara and Mark Calcavecchia.  Two good guys, we had a great time today.  I 
wasn't nervous.  I think I had a lot of confidence in me and I know the course really, 

really well.  You know, I'm a member at this country club, so I know pretty much 

what's going on out there.  I knew if I can shoot 3-under or 4-under, I will be right on 
it.  So it's not over, it's two days to go, but I feel great.  I had a lot of support from all 

the fans on the golf course, talking to me and cheering for me.  To be honest with 
you, I can't believe I can see my picture on those little badges.  It's kind of funny for 

me, I never seen anything like that.  It kind of got me going.  I really believe that I've 
got to play well the next two days to hold the trophy again. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Do you want to just run through the rest of your round?  You 
told us about the birdie at 3. 

 
ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  Yeah, I hit an 8-iron on 3 from 20 feet and I made it.  Then I 

bogeyed the par 5, which is I hit two good shots and I had a little bad break on the 

third shot, it ran all the way to the bottom of the hill.  I chipped not very good and I 
missed the putt.  Then I came back with a 3-wood and a 7-iron about five feet for 

birdie and made it.  And then another one about five feet on 9 and made it.  And then 
I made about a 15-footer on 11 and made it.  Then got up and down on the 12th out 

of the bunker and I made about a 10-footer for par.  At the moment I knew I had the 
game ready to go and hit a great drive on the par 5 and hit my third shot about, what, 

five feet and made it.  Got up and down on 15.  On 14 I kind of had a bad break and it 

bounced all the way down by the cart path and I got up and down.  Then I hit it on in 
two on the par 5, made two putts for birdie.  I missed the tee shot on 16 on the left 

side and got up and down.  I putted well.  I missed birdie on 17, missed birdie on 18, 
but pretty solid pretty much all day long.  Like I say before, I wasn't nervous.  I was 

having a great time with Mark O'Meara.  He was talking to me pretty much all day 

long and kind of got me away, I guess, from the pressure.  Learning from him and it 
really helped me today. 

 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Your first putt at 15 was how far? 

 
ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  15, I was about a foot and a half.  Oh, 15, yes, right.  It was 

about a 10-footer.  I missed it on the left side and I tried to run it and left it short and I 

made a great putt. 
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So, you know, I played great.  Got up and down when I needed to.  I know it's going 
to be tough Saturday and Sunday, but I've been there before and I've got the support 

from everybody in the club that is supporting me all week, so I feel great about it. 
 

Q.  Do you live in The Woodlands? 

 
ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  I live right on the Millennium, right on the waterway. 

 
Q.  When did you move there? 

 
ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  I moved in May right after I won the tournament last year. 

 

Q.  But you had already planned to move?  That was a coincidence?  
 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  I was planning to move because I guess my wife is the one in 
control, not me, but I was thinking to move because it was the situation where I was 

going to go and travel all over the country.  I like Texas, I like Houston.  I think it was 

centrally located for me to travel all over the U.S., so we made a decision, my wife 
and I, to move to Texas, either taxes purposes or because we really like Houston. 

 
Q.  Where were you living? 

 
ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  California. 

 

Q.  You had already decided to move when you won the tournament? 
 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  No, we decided to move before when I got the Tour School. 
 

Q.  That's what I mean.  I don't think we ever talked about that last year.  
 
ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  Nobody asked me that.  We talk about it right after I got my 

conditional card and I knew I was going to play well.  So I knew that I was going to 
play well and win and make some money.  And for me it was better to travel with my 

family from Houston to anywhere, so that was pretty much the reason. 
 

Q.  How many times have you played this course would you guess since you 
won last year before today? 
 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  Well, not very many but I played the TOUR for so long, so I 
played this golf course so long I still have some of the thoughts not to hit it there, not 

to hit it there.  So I know the course well and I knew if I can putt well, this golf course, 

if I hit it well like I did today, you know, I'm going to put a good fight this week. 
 

Q.  What did winning here last year do for you? 
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ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  Confidence, it gave me a lot of confidence.  I was a conditional 
player at the time.  And by the way, I want to say thanks to Lee Trevino who got me 

three sponsor's exemptions after June 13.  He got me three sponsor's exemptions 
and I think kind of opened the doors for me.  It was easier, I didn't put too much 

pressure on myself and I really appreciate Lee helping me with those three sponsor 

exemptions after June 13.  That's when John Riegger and Jeff Brehaut were 
supposed to come at the time, but a lot of people helped me.  I asked a lot of players 

for advice how to play the courses on the Champions Tour.  I really did.  I asked Ben 
Crenshaw, I asked Mark O'Meara for advice, Tom Watson up in Newport Beach, Hale 

Irwin.  I mean, name him, I wasn't afraid to ask to help me.  So I was very impressed 
how they handle teaching me and advising me how to play these courses and I really 

appreciate that. 

 
Q.  Where did you win your second time? 

 
ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  I won in Montreal.  I beat Kenny Perry in a playoff, in a 

three-hole playoff.  I don't want to go through that again, it's painful.  It's fun at the 

end, but again, my game is pretty solid.  It's sometimes you make a good decisions, 
you make a bad decision.  I made bad decisions today but I got up and down so that 

kind of helped me and got my confidence ready for the next two days. 
 

Q.  Heading to the second round as a leader as opposed to last year, is that a 
drastic change that you kind of have to get used to? 

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  No, it's not going to change much.  I've just got to get used to 
the position where I'm at.  I'm not scared.  I played on the TOUR against Tiger and in 

front of 50,000 people, maybe more than that, but I'm not afraid.  I'm not afraid to, 
lose.  I might lose it but I'm not afraid and I'm not afraid to win, either. 

 

Q.  Obviously the way you won here last year, that puts you in a whole different 
mindset?  
 
ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  Sometimes as golfers you go through some thoughts and you 

go through that all the time and you always wonder if you're capable to win.  Then 
when you win the battle and it comes to a lot of practicing and you handled yourself 

better when you in battle, you might lose and then you learn over the time and then 

you learn how to win.  As soon as you win, you can win it again. 
 

Q.  You knew you had it in you to win tournaments, you just hadn't been able to 
make it happen? 

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  You know what, you're right.  I always believe I'm capable to 
win.  I never had so many times in position to win like last year.  But like Ben 

Crenshaw told me, they going to close a door but also you going to learn from the 
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mistakes and you're going to open the doors for others.  When you're ready to open 

the door, you're ready to go.  Those advises that Ben Crenshaw told me so I didn't 
forget that.  That really helped me to win the first one, to stay calm, to stay patient, to 

have fun because I was really having a great time with the fans and I think it kind of 
got me going that way. 

 

Q.  Obviously you're in a better place mentally.  Have you improved your game 
technically in the last year do you think? 

 
ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  Oh, absolutely. 

 
Q.  Can you talk about that a little? 

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  Well, I feel like I belong here.  As soon as you win and you win 
again, you belong in here.  When you on the golf course, you know, and they see 

you, like Bernhard and Colin Montgomerie comes over this week and says, "Hey, 
champ," with a lot of respect.  That's how you build your respect, winning.  I can see 

how Bernhard deal with it every single week and I see how you learn over the years 

to be tough, to be competitor and to win because I really believe I can win again. 
 

Q.  You proved that last year and you have a chance here again. 
 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  Well, I'm not going to give up.  I am going to fight for what I 
believe and it will happen one of these days. 

 

Q.  You came from way behind here last year, too? 
 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  I was not even thinking about last year, 7 shots back, I believe, 
and as soon as I got to the 15th hole last year and somebody told me that I was tied 

for the lead, it got me motivated and I was so focused on the last two holes, I don't 

think I made a bogey, even in the playoffs.  Can it happen again, would it be the 
greatest thing, back-to-back wins?  I know there are going to be a lot of players 

behind me and fight for the trophy, but I am, too, so I'm going to put a good fight. 
 

Q.  A lot of emotions last year, too, with your brother.  I'm sure that stayed with 
you?  
 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  Yeah, I'll never forget that.  People asked me after I won, 
losing family that close and then promise my brother to win, it was something that I 

had to learn all this down on myself and my family and put it in the victory right I won.  
It was the greatest thing ever done in golf is dedicating that trophy to my brother.  I 

told my wife that I am going to win the first trophy was for my daughter, and the 

second one, the one in Montreal, was for my wife, and the third one is going to be 
John Minnis, who brought me to this country up in Milpitas, California.  I'm going to 

dedicate the next one, either this week or down the line, I'm going to give the trophy 
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to her. 

 
Q.  What was the name? 

 
ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  Rita Minnis, John Minnis' wife.  That's the one that brought me 

to this country.  That next trophy will be for her.  I'm going to try everything I can to do 

it.  I don't like trophies much, I like my money. 
 

Q.  Speaking of which, that's been a pretty good year, too, right? 
 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  I don't make any money, my wife makes all the money.  
 

Q.  What advice can you give to children, to kids who are starting out in sports? 

 
ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  Well, the No. 1 advice that I can give any children, not to give 

up on their dreams.  I think it would be the No. 1 is not giving up.  Set up dreams and 
goals, but the No. 1 is not giving up and I think is huge.  
 


