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1st ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   BART BRYANT   
Friday, May 2, 2014  
 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Bart, a very nice start to the Insperity Invitational.  You birdied 

the last hole to get in tied with Bernhard at 6-under.  Just a couple thoughts about 
your round today. 

 

BART BRYANT:  I'll tell you, I played very solid golf today other than I hit it out of 
bounds on my 2nd hole of the day on 11.  That just kind of came out of nowhere.  

Other than that, I hit the ball very well.  I didn't make any mistakes and made a lot of -
- I just made a lot of really nice putts, a lot of 15-, 18-footers.  I was playing with Ben 

Crenshaw today.  I felt like his spirit invaded me or something.  I started filling it up. 

 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Do you want to just run through the rest of the round?  You had 

three birdies in a row there. 
 

BART BRYANT:  Sure.  Like I said, I hit it out of bounds on 11 but ended up making 
about a 12-footer for bogey, so I ended up playing the hole real well after that, kind of 

salvaged a bogey there.  Then the next hole I rolled in a 40-footer on 12.  13, I rolled 

in about a 20-footer.  And 14, I rolled in about probably a 15-footer.  So all of a 
sudden I hit out of bounds and then I make four putts in a row to kind of salvage my 

round.  From then on I just played extremely solid, made a couple of -- I think I 
birdied, let's see, I think that was it on the back nine, wasn't it?  Came around, birdied 

1.  I hit it in the bunker on 1, I hit it to about three feet and birdied there.  Then birdied 

2, made about a 15-footer again.  Then birdied 4, made about another 15-footer.  
Then birdied 9, made about an 18-footer.  So for some reason that was my range 

today. 
 

Q.  When you bogeyed 11, was it kind of hard not to get discouraged? 
 

BART BRYANT:  You know, it's funny, I've been driving the ball really well this year 

and it just kind of came out of nowhere.  I hit a duck hook, which that's like the first 
one I hit this year.  Even last year I drove the ball great.  I felt like it was a real 

anomaly, but to hit a good iron shot and then salvage the bogey was pretty big.  That 
kept my spirits up.  If I had double bogeyed that hole, it would have been a little 

tougher.  I salvage a bogey and then the very next hole I make about a 40-footer to 

get back to even par, so it kind of felt like no harm, no foul, to be honest with you. 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  You played this course a bunch on the PGA TOUR.  Is it fun 
coming back to a course? 

 
BART BRYANT:  Yeah, it is.  There are still several courses that we play out here 

that we played on the PGA TOUR, so it's always nice to come back because you feel 

like you know the course a little bit better.  A lot of these courses that we play 
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throughout the year, a lot of these guys just know a lot better than I do, but this was 

one of the courses where I feel like nobody has an advantage on me because I 
played it so much.  But it's a great golf course, I'm glad that we're able to come back 

here.  It's just a great venue for the Champions Tour.  We can play almost all the way 
back on the Champions Tour and the course is about the perfect length.  

Unfortunately, it may have got just a little on the short side for the PGA TOUR, but I 

think they can still play it if they can get it to 7,000, 7,100.  We're probably playing it at 
7,000, which is about right. 

 
Q.  Would you have played here in '02, the last year that it was here? 

 
BART BRYANT:  Probably.  Yeah, I imagine so.  I think I was probably here then, 

yeah. 

 
Q.  Did you come in with particularly good feelings about your chances this 
week? 
 

BART BRYANT:  Not particularly.  I've actually been able to work a little bit more on 

my game this year.  I've had some wrist issues, a couple wrist surgeries that knocked 
me out for about three years.  Last year I played, I wasn't able to practice much.  I've 

been able to work with my coach a little bit more this year and we've been doing 
some things and it's good and bad, you know.  We're kind of moving towards 

uncharted territory, which is good.  It's just a matter of time for those things to take 
effect.  So I've got myself to the point where I can actually work on my swing a little 

bit, which is good, but sometimes all the transition period can be tough.  It's nice to 

see my swing held up really well today.  I'm hoping the things we've worked on over 
the course of this year will stand up. 

 
Q.  (Inaudible)  
 

BART BRYANT:  It is, yeah, and what reinforces it is when you do well on the back 
nine on Sunday.  That's when you know you've got it.  Friday is a little different. 

 
Q.  Close, two days away. 
 
BART BRYANT:  No doubt, no doubt.  Definitely strides in the right direction. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Good luck tomorrow.  Thanks, Bart. 
 

BART BRYANT:  Thanks.   
 


