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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT: JAY HAAS   
Thursday, May 1, 2014  
 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Jay Haas joins us this afternoon in the interview room here at 

the Insperity Invitational.  Jay, I thought I would have you in, you're off to a wonderful 
start this year with Top 5s in every tournament but one, including back-to-back 3rds 

coming in here.  As a former winner of this event, I just thought it would be a good 

time to have you in.  Just talk about your start to the season, about coming back to 
Houston. 

 
JAY HAAS:  Yeah, I guess I'm a little surprised at how well I've played early on in the 

year.  I didn't really know what to expect.  Last year was not terrific, but I didn't feel 

like I played up to my potential last year.  This year, I feel like I've been -- all that 
being said, I've hit the ball well, I've driven the ball well, my irons are good, putting 

well, chipping well, doing what you have to do to finish up high.  And I've done it on all 
different types of golf courses, too, which has been kind of nice.  Two weeks ago in 

Atlanta it really wasn't my cup of tea, a long golf course.  At 60 I've lost some distance 
and I wasn't expecting -- personally I didn't think it fit my game that well, but I 

managed to hang in there and have somewhat of a chance coming down the stretch.  

It's just been very much fun.  I'm very confident in my game.  Again, driving the ball 
well and giving myself opportunities.  Hopefully that will continue this week and in the 

not too distant future, or distant future. 
 

Q.  You were a regular here on the regular TOUR.  
 
JAY HAAS:  I played quite a bit.  We started across the street at The Woodlands 

when there was just 18 holes over there and then we moved over here.  I wasn't 
crazy about the course my first year here and then came back and finished I think 3rd 

or 4th, and then the following year I won, 1987.  So that doesn't seem that long ago 
but it was a long time ago.  Since we've been here now, I guess this is our fourth or 

fifth year here, sixth year. 

 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Fifth year. 

 
JAY HAAS:  Fifth year.  I've played every year that we've been here.  It's kind of like 

an old friend.  I didn't forget much about the golf course when we weren't playing 

here.  I played a couple years at Redstone in the Shell tournament and then played 
three years maybe, two or three years at Augusta Pines and won one year there.  But 

came back here and it hasn't gotten any easier, I know that.  The greens are still very, 
very small in certain areas and hard to get to pins.  17 and 18 are still two of our 

hardest holes that we'll ever want to play. 
 

Q.  How often do you talk to Bill? 
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JAY HAAS:  A pretty good bit.  If he's playing, I'll be texting him or talking to him 

during the week.  Same if I'm playing and he's off.  I saw him last week, both of us 
were off last week, so we hung out a little bit.  He did a little charity thing in Greenville 

that I helped him with and a couple of the other pros.  We don't discuss golf that 
much.  It might be hey, I need some help moving a piece of furniture or something like 

that.  But then when the time comes, yes, we do discuss golf and talk about it.  He's 

struggling right now actually with his wrist.  He fell down some steps at Hilton Head.  
He withdrew after the first round at Hilton Head.  He fell down like 14 steps or 

something and landed on his wrist and his back, so he pulled out the second day 
there.  He wasn't scheduled to play in New Orleans and then he played today, he 

shot 3-over today.  He said his wrist still hurts him but the guy said he can't hurt it any 
worse.  It just needs to get better.  It's not broken or anything like that.  We talked 

about that a little bit. 

 
Q.  There aren't many fathers and sons that won PGA tournaments.  Obviously 
Kevin joined Craig this year.  
 

JAY HAAS:  Right.  I think it's more of just a numbers deal where it's hard enough to 

get on the PGA TOUR, much less being the son of a guy who was on the TOUR. 
 

Q.  Never mind winning. 
 

JAY HAAS:  Yeah.  So it's kind of the odds of doing either are pretty great, so it is a 
little bit unusual. 

 

Q.  You mentioned I guess it was Atlanta didn't fit your game? 
 

JAY HAAS:  Yeah, it's just a long golf course and it was playing very long because of 
the rain.  We had rain I guess Thursday, Friday, a little bit on Saturday, a little cool, 

ball wasn't going very far.  I mean, I'm adequate off the tee but not as long as say 

Freddie or Bernhard, Kenny Perry.  You know, guys like that can pop it out there 
pretty good.  I still get it around.  It was just a steady diet for me of 4- and 5-irons into 

greens as opposed to 7- and 8-irons.  It's hard to compete that way.  But the course 
there was in magnificent condition, the fairways are beautiful and I managed to drive 

it in a lot of fairways and I think that helped me as much as anything. 
 

Q.  You said this course here is like an old friend.  Does this course suit your 
game? 
 

JAY HAAS:  Yes and no.  I've had some good tournaments here in the past but I've 
also looked like an idiot like a lot of people have in the past hitting balls in the water 

and, you know, it can be a difficult golf course if we get some wind and things like 

that.  Right now the greens are very, very firm, they're very quick.  The course is 
playing fast.  It's in as good of shape as I've ever seen it, though, from tee to green.  I 

think it's the best it's ever been.  The fairways especially, a lot of grass on them, the 
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ball's sitting up really nicely.  And we're supposed to have good weather, so I don't 

think there will be -- the scoring will be great just because the greens are kind of firm 
and fast, but the course will play a little bit shorter I think just because the ball's 

running out some.  It's kind of like an old friend that let's you down every now and 
then.  But again, the shot values, the tee shot on 1 is the same as it's been since 

we've been here, the tee shot on 2 is exactly the same.  Nothing has really changed 

in the 25 years or whatever since we've been coming here, 30 years for that matter.  
So in that regard it kind of seems the same as it always has been, very tough. 

 
Q.  With the greens the way they are, do you anticipate that players might have 
to get off to a fast start to give them a chance to win the tournament, or do you 
feel that adjustments after round one or two can better position themselves to 
win? 

 
JAY HAAS:  Yeah, that's a great question.  I think that any tournament we play out 

here, any three-round event we play out here, players have to get off to good starts.  
You have one less, 18 holes less to make up any kind of ground.  If you get off to a 

score of 72 or 3 or 4, even 71, 2, you just don't have the opportunity to get back into it 

without shooting a crazy round on the weekend.  You know, getting off to great start is 
very, very important every single week.  I don't know if it will mean more so here.  To 

me this course is a hard course to hold a lead on because if you start playing safe, 
you can get into trouble.  If you're aggressive, you can get into trouble also, but at 

least you can kind of take advantage of certain holes.  You start at, say, No. 14, the 
par 5 where you can reach it maybe.  Excuse me, 13.  I've gone for that green.  If I've 

gone for it 10 times, I've hit it in the water seven probably, so that's probably not the 

opportunity for me to take advantage of it.  But the next hole, the par 3 is a very 
narrow green.  The depth from front to back is difficult, I guess.  Tough to make a 

birdie there.  So in that regard, yeah, I think it's tough to make a lot of birdies to make 
up a lot of ground, but you just have to stay somewhat close, I think, after the first 

round. 

 
Q.  Is this one of the courses and the tournament that can put pressure on 
players to begin to play well, one of the tougher courses to make sure you start 
off playing well? 

 
JAY HAAS:  I think so.  I think it's one of our harder golf courses.  There's just so 

much trouble.  There's very few holes where double bogey doesn't come into play.  

There's just, you know, if you blink on a couple holes you're going to hit it in the water.  
You're going to make a 6 on a par 4, you're going to make a 7 on a par 5.  It's got a 

lot of quality shots that you have to hit under pressure.  If you're playing well, it almost 
doesn't matter.  A good shot is a good shot no matter what course you're playing.  If 

you're playing poorly, you can really be penalized here a great deal. 

 
Q.  Scores last year were quite high, almost historically high.  Were the 
conditions, probably windy? 
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JAY HAAS:  Yeah, a little bit of wind and they were new greens.  The greens had just 
been redone, so that's generally leads to firm and fast greens.  They're not quite as 

firm as they were last year, but I think they're equally as fast if not faster.  I had a hard 
time today stopping the ball close to the hole, landing it near the hole, and most of the 

time it released pretty far past the hole.  I don't know if they'll put any water on them 

or not.  They're certainly not going to ask me about it.  I'll just have to see what 
they've done once I come out here.  But I don't see the scores being crazy low this 

year.  I would think 8- to 10-under would be a heck of a three-round score. 
 

Q.  You were an accomplished junior golfer, college golfer.  What are your 
thoughts on Jordan Spieth and being so successful at his age? 

 

JAY HAAS:  Jordan really seems to be mature beyond his years mentally.  He 
doesn't seem to get flustered.  I think that's a huge plus for any young player just to 

not -- he just doesn't ever seem to get out of his rhythm.  He's a tremendous 
hang-in-there type guy.  He's had numerous -- I think maybe at San Antonio he shot 

maybe 41 or 2 on the front nine and ended up finishing like 6th in the tournament.  So 

most people, no matter 20, 30, 40, 50 and they shoot 41 on the front side, they're 
down the road, they've had enough.  They'll not pack it in but it's just hard to come 

back from something like that.  So he has shown that he can run a marathon, he's not 
just a sprinter.   

 
What makes a guy be that way?  I don't know.  He's already shown on the Presidents 

Cup team, I was around him a little bit last year, I was an assistant for Fred there and 

he's got a quiet confidence about himself that is not a cockiness but it's just, he's 
backed it up.  You couldn't say he's cocky by any means because he's backed it up.  

Now, if he shoots a bunch of 74s and 75s and loses his card, then you'll say, well, 
whoever that guy is, he can say he's great but he's not.  But this kid, he's the real 

deal.  He seems like he's going to be around for a long time.  He's just a grinder, gets 

the ball in the hole, beautiful putter, but it seems like mentally he's got it in spades at 
a young age. 
 


