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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT: MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ 
Sunday, April 20, 2014  

 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Miguel, congratulations.  Just a couple notes before we get 

started.  You're the 18th player on this Tour to win in your debut and the second in a 
row.  Jeff Maggert won our most recent event.  You're the third player to go wire to 

wire in your first event.  Also become the second player from Spain to win on the 

Champions Tour besides José Maria Cañzares.  With that, congratulations.  Maybe 
just share your thoughts on your week, especially your day today, the win over 

Bernhard. 
 

MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  Today's a very nice day, bogey-free round like in the 
first round, five birdies.  Playing very solid, very well and a lot of chances for birdies.  

Shows my game is in a very good shape now.  I play with Bernhard, play with Fred, 

very nice playing with both of them.  The feeling of the view of the week is, what do 
you want me to say?  To me is feeling great in order to play my first Champions event 

and win the first Champions event I play.  That's amazing, no? 
 

Q.  Your birdies, start at No. 6.  Do you remember shot sequence? 

 
MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  Yeah, hit a driver there, lay up, then I approach with a 

wedge and then (indiscernible) more or less five feet. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Then the par 3, No. 8?  

 
MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  Par 3, I hit a beautiful shot in there and is like two 

meters, six foot, six, seven foot. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  No. 10?  
 

MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  No. 10, driver, 5-wood, about pin high on the up 

(indiscernible,) just a bump and run with a (indiscernible). 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Then back-to-back 12 and 13? 
 

MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  12, I hit a 3-wood, 7-iron and like four foot.  Then 13, 

driver to the green from about 18-foot for eagle, two putts.  
 

Q.  Miguel, the obvious question is you had so much fun out here this week and 
you won.  Have you changed your outlook at all?  You want to be on that Ryder 
Cup team, but have you in any way changed your outlook for the future?  
 

MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  Well, is nice, is nice being here.  The people are so nice 
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to me coming for the first time and look of faces of 40 years old when I play the TOUR 

here is like see the same faces, no?  Is nice, is nice to be able to play here this week.  
But I still go my goal for the end of the year.  I playing very well at the moment and I 

try to keep this thing, I would love to be part of the Ryder Cup.  I would love to play 
also here.  So now I getting older and I more complicate my calendar, you know?  

Every people want me all over the place and it makes life difficult, you know?  I don't 

know what's going to happen at the end of the year but my goal now is (indiscernible.)  
I don't want to say anything because the Champions Tour is a great tour and there's 

great people here.  The events and the contestants, great.  But, you know, to me is 
not about money, it's about some different goals to make me feel proud of myself.  To 

me going to be nice if I can play in the Ryder Cup once more. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  What are your plans now next week and the week after as far as 

playing? 
 

MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  I'm going to have three weeks off now and in two 
weeks' time I'm going to get married again.  That's it.  That's what I'm going to do.  

And then I'm going to start to play in the Spanish Open and then the (indiscernible) 

PGA in Europe, playing Wentworth.  (Indiscernible.)  As I say, I need to play in 
Europe to try to get my spot.  Next visit here will be for the U.S. Open at Pinehurst. 

 
Q.  You made this look so very easy.  I know it's not easy.  
 
MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  Well, when you hit the ball straight and you put it close 

to the flag, it appears easy but nothing is easy.  Never is easy to win.  You need to 

deal with the rest of the other players, they're good players and you need to keep 
calm yourself and (indiscernible.)  It's very important. 

 
Q.  You didn't get your heart rate up very much this week? 

 

MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  Oh, yes, yes.  I wish in contention.  I like to feel the 
pressure and I feel contention and the motivation after I make 7-under on the first 

round (indiscernible) but you need to play two more rounds and the people that are 
coming behind get you, you know. 

 
Q.  What was the feeling coming up 18 with a very secure lead and you can 
enjoy it? 

 
MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  I tried just to put my driver, hit a low driver, just low 

fade, put the ball down there but the ball don't fall down into the valley and it stayed 
there like I'm hitting two.  But I don't need to hit the risk to put the ball in the water and 

now we are a problem, you know, then you are there (indiscernible) pin high, three 

meter for birdie.  I didn't make the putt but I needed to do five.  No need to complicate 
yourself. 
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Q.  You described Bernhard earlier as methodical and when you have a slight 
opening as you had on No. 8, you have to take advantage of that? 
 

MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  (Indiscernible) the gap, no, on 8.  We are tied, I think, 
with minus 10, no?  And then he make bogey, he hit to the right in the water, put it in 

the bunker and then (indiscernible) make 4.  And I make a beautiful shot from the tee, 

like four, five foot to the hole and that probably make that gap continue there. 
 

Q.  Was your only bad shot the tee off 15 when it hits the tree and comes back? 
 

MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  Yeah, the 15, I want to hit a 3-wood with a draw and it 
went straight and then (indiscernible) and too far right and then very straight, hit in the 

tree.  Second shot a little poor shot into the bunker, a nice bunker shot, foot and a 

half, save a 4 there, yeah. 
 

Q.  Is there a special satisfaction you went head to head today again with 
probably considered the two best players on the Champions Tour? 

 

MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  Sorry? 
 

Q.  Any extra satisfaction, you went head to head --  
 

MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  Yeah, satisfaction.  The better quality the field, the more 
satisfied you are with your victory, always, you know.  They show that they are 

completely in form.  (Indiscernible) tournaments over the years, a few tournaments 

and then all three were coming from the Masters, all three were playing very well in 
the Masters, we are all in contention, no, and that's nice.  You feel even better when 

you play with a field like that, no? 
 

Q.  Down the road you're going to be playing more in the United States in a 
couple years playing the Champions Tour.  How do you feel about that?  You 
played here sporadically off and on over the years.  How do you feel about 
playing more in the United States? 
 

MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  I will see that in a year.  This year I'm going to keep 
playing like I've been, playing all the majors and the world champions.  I'm 32 in the 

world ranking and I'm able to play all these kind of events.  That's what I want to do, 

no?  The Champions is coming probably too early to me.  I don't know, but I will see 
next year what I'm going to do.  This year, as you know, I have some goals and I want 

to get the spots on the venues and all the world champions and next year probably I 
will decide.  Next year I will try to play -- how is my world rankings and I will try to 

play, I don't know what the minimum tournament to play on the Champions, to be part 

of the Champions Tour. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  I think with a win you're automatically a member now of the Tour and 
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everything. 

 
MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  But how many? 

 
DAVE SENKO:  How many do we have to play in a year?  Six. 

 

MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  I have to see familiar because we have the Volvo 
Champions also for the European Tour and I have to see if it matches the 

tournaments or no.  I have to look at very carefully the calendar.  I don't know which 
day is going to be the Volvo Champions, and probably if they're not together I will 

come to play.  This year I will play the Volvo Champions the second weekend of 
January.  If it's going to be the same for next year and you have the third week of 

January, I will come from the Volvo Champions to this one.  But after that next year I 

will play, if the minimum is going to be six, seven tournaments, I can fit in to play a 
little bit all over the place, no?  European Tour, they don't want to let me go, also that 

is it, but I will make it. 
 

Q.  Miguel, you played on four Ryder Cups, getting back to the Ryder Cup thing, 
what is it about the Ryder Cup that has you so determined to get back there 
again? 

 
MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  The Ryder Cup is the event.  You play Open, you play 

Masters, you play the Champion here, you play (indiscernible) but the Ryder Cup is 
the event.  You have no money there, nothing, but I think the feeling you have there 

(indiscernible).  It's a lot, it means a lot to me to be part of that.  I love that kind of 

competition. 
 

Q.  Miguel, I don't know if you're familiar with the term midlife crisis.  When you 
turn 50, it's supposed to be a difficult time in a man's life.  You seem like you're 
having as much fun -- are you having as much fun in your life now as you've 
ever had? 
 

MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  I'm very happy with my age and the way I'm doing, you 
know?  The last 15 years my best golf is coming and I still playing my best golf.  Is 

nice.  Not complaining with 50, no. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Any more questions?  Thank you, Miguel.   
 


