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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  SCOTT DUNLAP 
Saturday, April 19, 2014  

 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Scott, 4-under 68, five better than yesterday and a little better 

day to play anyway.  Just sort of go through your round.  You got off to a good start 
with three birdies in your first four holes and you're in contention. 

 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  Yeah, unlike yesterday where I got off to a slow start, you know, 
bogeying the first two.  Everybody knows that back nine is more scorable than the 

front, so it's nice to get up and down on 1, and No. 11 is pretty tricky today with the 
pin way left and hit a good solid 9-iron and held it into the wind.  Plenty of people 

would be about 40 feet right of that one.  I hit it to about eight feet and made it.  Then 
birdied the short par 4 13, so yeah, there was your three.  Then 18 is downwind, I was 

able to get in the back bunker in two and hit a really good bunker shot out to about a 

foot and a half.  So there was my front nine.  And then the front nine is pretty tough, 
always has been.  I bogey 1, I bogey 9, seems to be what I do on those holes each 

day, maybe try something different tomorrow. 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  But overall happy with the round? 

 
SCOTT DUNLAP:  Oh, absolutely, yeah.  I mean, the golf course is, ever since I 

played it in '97 it's always been so good.  If someone can get going and get away, I 
don't care if it was the regular TOUR or this Tour, if you break 70 it was always a 

good score, never mind if it's in the mid 50s and windy and rainy.  If you're shooting 3 

or 4 under, you don't have to guess whether that was good or not, it's always good 
around here. 

 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Do you want to just go through some details on the two bogeys 

and the two birdies on the front and then we'll go to questions?  
 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  Yeah.  That pin's up there top left on 1, which is just such a tough 

pin.  You hit it down the right, that's always a tough two-putt and I didn't, I -- left it 
about eight feet short, thought I had made it but didn't.  Where was my birdie? 

 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  4. 

 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  Oh, I birdied 4, par 5, laid it up, wedged it, made about a 15-footer 
there.  And then 7, nice wedge, tricky little back pin there, bounced it up about 12 feet 

short and hit a nice putt there.  And then 9, just bad 8-iron.  It's a simple shot, got in 
the right bunker, pretty indifferent bunker shot to about eight foot and an indifferent 

putt to about six inches and there you go. 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Scott, you're about a quarter way through your first season out 
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here.  Sort of summarize your year to this point. 

 
SCOTT DUNLAP:  Yeah, I mean, it's a new venture, isn't it?  Only had Naples was 

really the only other tournament I played poorly in.  The other ones were varied 
degrees of success with chances to win.  One of those I held in there to the end, the 

other one I didn't.  So yeah, it's nice to get out there and be in the last couple groups 

or the last group and have a chance to do something.  Lord knows it's been a long 
time since that was the case on the PGA TOUR and those times for me were few and 

far between.  So yeah, it's a fun knew new venture.  
 

Q.  How has it been playing a home game this week?  You played at (inaudible) 
on the PGA TOUR.  Any difference playing a home game? 

 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  It's the end of three weeks at home, which is kind of nice.  
Masters week, yeah, I had the week off before the Masters.  I could have gone to 

Mexico and play the Web.com event but I had a buddy come in from England so we 
went over to the Masters one day, then played some golf, so that was another week 

at home.  This is the end of three weeks at home so that's kind of nice.  Trevor Dodds 

and his caddie and my caddie were staying there so I got kind of a house full, so it's 
not my usual, you know, just sitting there by myself.  But it's good, you know.  It's 

always nice to sleep in your own bed.  Another good thing about the Champions Tour 
is the lack of early morning wake-up calls, so it's nice not to set your alarm for 5:05 or 

some ridiculous time. 
 

Q.  When you drive home, how far do you have to go? 

 
SCOTT DUNLAP:  It's about 25 minutes, just right across from the athletic club 

straight west. 
 

Q.  How long have you lived there? 

 
SCOTT DUNLAP:  Since '96. 

 
Q.  What brought you here? 

 
SCOTT DUNLAP:  A couple of my good buddies had already moved up here.  You 

know, I'd just got my card and it's a good enough place to travel out of.  Sarasota was 

a great place to grow up and I'm sure it will be a great place to retire.  In between, 
maybe go somewhere else. 

 
Q.  Scott, we hear so much about what everybody experiences on the 
Champions Tour once they get here.  What has surprised you, if anything, 
about this Tour aside from those wake-up calls that you don't get?  Anything 
that you didn't expect maybe that you've seen that's different? 

 



TeeScripts.com 3 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  No, I don't think so.  I mean, certainly wasn't under any illusions or 

delusions that people like Mark O'Meara or Kenny Perry or Bernhard Langer have 
somehow lost much in their golf games.  Obviously you come out here, they take a 

little air out of a couple three of the long holes.  We're not playing the white tees.  It's 
still back there but not quite as mean and nasty as the regular TOUR, but those guys 

still shoot the scores.   

 
Tim Simpson and who else, maybe Joel Edwards, a couple guys were playing some 

Web.com stuff right up until the end and playing nice golf, so I could see what they do 
when they go out so I could kind of extrapolate.  So I don't think I've had any 

surprises.  It's just a nice gig to get.  That Tour School is a tough one, there's only five 
spots.  When there's that few, you can still play pretty good and not get one. 

 

Q.  Given the fact that those guys, everybody here is still playing very good 
golf, what do you have to do with your game to become a winner out here? 

 
SCOTT DUNLAP:  Make another odd putt or two.  Got right to the end there at 

Newport and I finished 4-5 and Fred Couples finished 2-4.  That was the difference, 

but at least I got -- for 52 holes, there's still doubt to the outcome.  But I'm a 
non-winner on TOUR.  Won a couple times on the Web.com Tour.  I've had the 

career I've had.  Those guys that I'm beating my head against have had the careers 
they've had.  There's probably a reason for that. 

 
Q.  You've played everywhere.  You've experienced it all.  What makes you 
somebody who adapts so well to different situations?  And looking forward, 
could that help you here make whatever adjustments or adapt to what you have 
to do here to win? 

 
SCOTT DUNLAP:  Well, they say necessity is the mother of all invention.  I went 

overseas and played because that was -- other than two days in cars in Orlando, 

those were my options, but I happened to go places and ended up really enjoying it.  I 
was chasing a dollar and wanted to play golf for a living because I wasn't good 

enough at 21, 22, 23 to play the PGA TOUR.  I had to go kind of figure it out.  So my 
passport's stamped with a lot of neat places and I wouldn't have traded it for the 

world.  Some guys that are better than I am, you know, that went straight to the PGA 
TOUR might have bigger bank accounts, but I've got some neat experiences along 

the way. 

 
Q.  Have you ever been attacked by hornets? 

 
SCOTT DUNLAP:  Attacked my hornets?  Who was that?  

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Larrazabal.  
 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  Jeez.  And he jumped in the water? 
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Q.  Yeah. 
 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  There's probably a 10-foot gator sitting there waiting for him.  
That's brutal. 

 

Q.  Any exotic encounters at all? 
 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  Well, in Africa, no, but one of the courses we used to play is right 
on the edge of the Kruger National Park and there have been people that have been 

chased by water buffalo or seen lying on the golf course, and there's hippos in the 
lakes and that's the most dangerous animal out there.  So mambas that you've seen, 

but I haven't been attacked or had to run anywhere. 

 
Q.  How do you feel about being (inaudible)?  I guess this bunch, they play --  
 
SCOTT DUNLAP:  Yeah, sure.  I mean, listen, I've been playing all along, you know.  

At 50 when you come out, hopefully you're in reasonable shape so you know you've 

got a chance and I've kind of proven that, okay, if I play as well as I can, I might have 
a chance to be there on Sunday.  So tomorrow's another day.  Who knows what 

Jimenez will or won't do, but it's just fun to be in the mix, win or lose. 
 

Q.  What kind of proportion is your schedule looking at this year?  Is it going to 
be this Tour and Web.com? 

 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  Well, with some of the majors and the invitationals and all, that's 
still an unknown.  When I get the regulation book and read it, I still can't figure out 

how I get into some of these events.  I mean, basically I've left my cell phone number 
with the Tour and they call me when I get in if I can get there on short notice.  I was 

hoping that the two tours would mix a little better because in my mind I still haven't 

resigned myself to only the over-50 set.  I looked at Michael Allen and Tom Pernice, 
guys that played kind of back and forth and still played quality golf on the regular 

TOUR.  That would mean I would have to get back to the playoffs on the Web.com 
and get one of those spots in the playoffs and it doesn't look like I'm going to get to 

play enough to do that unless -- I'll probably play two or three more times.  I was 
hoping to maybe play eight or 10.  But if I don't play any more, that's because I get in 

the majors out here and the invitationals and what have you.  Hopefully there's more 

of that. 
 

Q.  Makes more financial sense? 
 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  Three times the money and half the number of people.  You 

know, it didn't take a finance degree from Florida to figure that one out.  
 


