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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  KENNY PERRY 
Friday, April 18, 2014  

 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Kenny, thank you for joining us.  Good start, 4-under 68 today.  Just 

share some thoughts on your round and then we'll get -- looks like you had four 
birdies and no bogeys. 

 

KENNY PERRY:  Yeah, just kind of played like the rain, very steady.  You know, the 
rain was just more aggravating than anything.  It actually wasn't -- I mean it was chilly 

out there a little bit and the rain was aggravating but yet, you know, it didn't allow 
good scores to be shot.  So I drove the ball nicely, I hit my irons good and made 

some key putts at the right time.  So all in all it was just, you know, just a normal day 
at the office.  I just seemed to not make any big mistakes and was able to hit the golf 

ball.  My misses wound up in good spots and I was able to recover from them, and 

then I took advantage of the few good irons I hit in there close and was able to make 
a couple birdies. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Your birdies, No. 7. 

 

KENNY PERRY:  On the back nine first?  
 

DAVE SENKO:  Yeah, start at No. 12. 
 

KENNY PERRY:  Oh, 12, I hit a 3-wood and a hybrid, a 4-iron hybrid.  Man, that hole 

was playing long, dead into the wind, it was raining, it was gusty and I had about a 20 
footer and I rolled it in.  I probably got the only birdie there of the day.  I got a skin so 

that was a nice way to kind of get the round going. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  14? 
 

KENNY PERRY:  14, I hit a beautiful drive and I hit a 6-iron to about three feet, four 

feet left of the hole, nice iron shot in there close. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  18?  
 

KENNY PERRY:  18, I hit a driver and a 4-iron hybrid just to the right fringe and 

two-putted. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  For birdie.  How far was that?  
 

KENNY PERRY:  I had probably 40 feet.  The pin was in the middle left, I was in the 
right fringe over there, so I wasn't -- great playing.  
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MIGUEL JIMENEZ:  Thank you.  You, too.  How did you end? 

 
KENNY PERRY:  I was 4, so hope to see you tomorrow.  Don't beat us too bad, 

okay?   
 

MIGUEL JIMENEZ:  Do you want a glass of wine? 

 
KENNY PERRY:  That guy has too much fun. (Laughter.) 

 
DAVE SENKO:  No. 7? 

 
KENNY PERRY:  I hit a 3-wood and a pitching wedge to about four feet. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Did you have any other really good opportunities you let slip? 
 

KENNY PERRY:  Yeah, I had a couple, two or three in there nice that I really thought 
I could make but I misread, overread.  I hit it pretty close on 5, the tough hole over the 

creek.  I hit a driver and a pitching wedge just about 10 feet right of the hole and kind 

of hung it out, thought I could, you know -- but all in all, you know, I made about a 
three and a half footer for par on 9, which was my last hole, which was a good way to 

kind of end the day.  So I really didn't have any -- I hit a lot of greens today.  I don't 
know how many greens I hit.  I probably hit 14, 15 greens in reg.  I drove it nice so it 

was a fun day of golf. 
 

Q.  Kind of a big picture question, how would you kind of sum up your season 
so far? 
 

KENNY PERRY:  Dave Marr interviewed me on the par 3 16 today and what I told 
him, I said I've got the Charles Schwab Cup hangover going right now.  The year just 

to me can't seem to get started for whatever reason.  I had a chance to win at 

Newport, I was tied with two to play and there was about six of us tied and Freddie 
ended up winning, but the rest of the weeks I've just kind of struggled.  I've done 20th 

to 15th is kind of where I've been finishing.  Just can't really -- I'm not a springtime 
golfer, I never have been.  The spring has always killed me in my career.  I make my 

hay in the summer and in the fall.  I love the heat and humidity.  Being from Kentucky, 
that just to me is, I guess I feel loose and I feel more relaxed.  I kept telling my caddie 

today my swing kept feeling shorter and shorter.  The longer the holes went, I felt like 

I was just drawing up like this.  I could not get loose out there.  But the season, you 
know, all in all it's been okay.  It's not been very good.  But after this week I've got a 

week off and then I'm going to play nine weeks in a row.  I'm going to play TPC in 
Jacksonville, I'm going to play the U.S. Open at Pinehurst, and my season will be -- 

and I'll play Muirfield in there.  I'll throw those three PGAs in with the Champions so 

it's going to put me nine weeks in a row starting at Houston.  So that will basically 
where I look forward to try to get my season really rocking and rolling. 
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Q.  You must be pretty happy with today's round? 

 
KENNY PERRY:  Yeah, very much so.  The last time we had weather like this, we 

were talking about it early in the week, it was miserable here, I shot 66.  It was a PGA 
event and it was horrendous out there.  I bet I was low score by three shots I think 

that day.  I don't know, whatever reason this golf course has been good to me when 

the weather has been kind of puny out there. 
 

Q.  Langer predicted yesterday that Jimenez would make his mark. 
 

KENNY PERRY:  What did he shoot today?  I didn't see where he finished. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  65. 

 
KENNY PERRY:  7-under?  Awesome. 

 
Q.  Are you surprised?  
 

KENNY PERRY:  No.  He just finished 4th in the Masters.  I figured he would have 
more of a letdown as he came over here, you know?  It's funny when you come from 

the PGA to the Champions, it's so much more laid back and relaxed over here and 
the atmosphere is so much different.  I actually didn't know what he would do today.  I 

honestly didn't think he would shoot 65.  I thought it would be more the other way 
after a 4th place finish, it would be a letdown this week.  Amazing man.  He's fun to 

watch.  He's a great player. 

 
Q.  He has too much fun.  Do you think his personality will be a good fit for 
whatever time he spends on this Tour? 
 

KENNY PERRY:  Yeah, we need guys like that out here.  I mean, he's a huge fan 

favorite, brings a lot of flare and class to the golf and he just has a good time.  He 
always gives me cigars to give to my dad.  My dad loves cigars, too.  He'll always 

come and give me a couple.  I don't ever smoke cigars.  Those are some of the 
biggest cigars I've ever seen in my life to give my dad.  He likes to drink his wine, he 

likes to smoke his cigars.   
 

Q.  Might this set a trend here, everybody's going to start smoking cigars and 
having some Spanish rioja? 
 

KENNY PERRY:  Well, if it works.  If it's not broke, don't change it. 
 

Q.  Kenny, I was going to ask you something that you already mentioned.  What 
are your thoughts as a SENIOR PLAYERS champion going to play in the regular 
PLAYERS Championship this year? 
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KENNY PERRY:  Well, I look forward to it.  I'm honored, for one thing, and actually 

I'm still fully exempt on the PGA TOUR.  This is my last year full exemption that I 
could play everything except for the PLAYERS and the majors and the World Golf 

events.  So to me to have a spot, I've had a lot of success at Jacksonville.  I've 
always loved playing that golf course.  I heard they've lost five greens, I've heard they 

have five temporaries right now.  They don't know if the machine was off when it 

spread whatever they were spraying on the machines but it killed five greens 
completely, they said.  So that's kind of a shame to hear.  But that championship, to 

me it's nerve wracking and it's exciting, great galleries, a lot of fun when you make 
that turn through 16, 17 and 18.  I've had a lot of success and I've had a lot of 

heartaches on those holes.   
 

To me as I kind of work my way out, this year's a special year for me.  I've been 

politicking with Ted Bishop, he's the president of the PGA.  Valhalla is at the PGA this 
year, so I've been telling a lot of buddies to call him and say hey, hey, hey, maybe 

give him a special exemption this year, so I'm hoping I'll get to play the PGA at 
Valhalla also.  It will be a good way to kind of close out my career on that side of the 

TOUR and focus mostly here. 

 
Q.  You mentioned it at Harding Park and I know that I wrote it and I'm sure 
others did, too.  Did Bishop ever get back to you on that and say hey, I saw the 
quote? 

 
KENNY PERRY:  Actually, this happened yesterday, a lady called my pro shop 

manager and was asking all these questions about me being in the tournament.  She 

worked for the PGA.  So I don't know if something's going on or not, so I haven't got 
the official word yet so I'm just waiting.  He knows, I've spoken with him.  He knows 

what we're after here, so I'm hoping.  I understand he's under a lot of pressure to give 
me a spot there, but yet I lost in a playoff there to Brooksy, with the Ryder Cup there, 

I had all my success and stuff, so it would be neat to kind of end my career out there 

in front of my home folks at Valhalla. 
 

Q.  How much better do you feel playing this tournament this year than you did 
last year, because last year coming off surgery I think it was your first 
tournament back? 
 

KENNY PERRY:  It was.  It was almost a year to the date my knee quit hurting.  I was 

in a lot of pain when I got here and I limped around, hobbled around for probably a 
good three to four months trying to figure out how -- it didn't really bother me hitting it.  

It really bothered me walking downhills and uphills, that hurt me more than anything.  
It was just a long year.  Almost a year to the surgery like back in -- I think my surgery 

was in February and this February it finally, it was like I don't even feel it anymore, it's 

gone.  I don't know if it just heeled or this medicine they keep me on is deflecting the 
pain but I'm very fortunate I'm actually playing pain-free right now. 


