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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  STEVE PATE 
Friday, April 18, 2014  

 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Steve, thanks for joining us.  A 4-under 68 today in pretty ugly 

conditions, but maybe just some thoughts on your round.  It looks like you just had the 
one blemish on No. 3, the bogey, and looks like five birdies. 

 

STEVE PATE:  Yeah, it was kind of unexpected.  My first nine I shot 1-under and it 
was kind of smoke and mirrors.  Hit a lot of not-so-good shots but I never got in real 

bad trouble.  I shot 1-under and felt like a lot worse than that.  Then I actually played 
well the second nine.  What did I make, four birdies and a bogey? 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Yeah. 

 

STEVE PATE:  This is really not in my wheelhouse, I'm really a wuss.  I like it when 
it's about 95 degrees and everybody's sweating. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Birdies, start at No. 13. 

 

STEVE PATE:  13, oh, God.  I laid up with a 5-iron off the tee, hit a 9-iron to about, 
oh, 70 feet and made it.  Had a lot of chances to make bogey and just didn't on that 

nine.  I felt like it was an absolute miracle I shot 1-under on that side.   
 

Then I turned around and played pretty well the second nine.  Birdied the 1st hole, hit 

a driver, 8-iron to about four feet.  Bogey, I had a good look at 2, didn't make it.  I 
drove it the 3rd hole, drove it under the lip of the fairway bunker and had to lay up, 

two-putted for 15 feet for bogey.  Then I got on a good run.  On 4, which is a hole that 
I have a history of utter disaster on, I had a good look from about eight or nine feet 

and didn't make it, and then made it from seven feet on 5, 10 feet on 6.  I had a 
kick-in on 7 and at that point it got cold enough where I really couldn't feel my hands.  

On 8 I had about a 30-footer I ran about eight feet by and made that.  Hit two good 

shots on 9 and made par, which feels like birdie on that hole. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  I know it started kind of raining early on, but when did things turn for 
the worse if there was a turnaround?  

 

STEVE PATE:  You know, it didn't change that much.  We didn't have much rain the 
first few holes and it was an annoyance, it wasn't a gully washer, but at a certain point 

I just got cold and it's hard to move.  We're old, we don't like cold weather. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  What's been the key?  You had a 2nd place at Toshiba and good 
finish, I believe 5th or 6th at Mississippi.  Anything that's been working particularly 

well those last couple events?  
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STEVE PATE:  Yeah, the two things this year that have really helped me is I've been 
putting better and I've been driving it better.  This is the first time in my career my 

driving accuracy stat has ever been better than my distance stat, which is I don't 
know why, it's just amazing.  Yeah, I feel pretty confident on the tee that I'm not going 

to hit the big foul ball. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Questions? 

 
Q.  Steve, you said you don't know why but you must have some idea. 
 
STEVE PATE:  I do. 

 

Q.  Some thought about being why that is? 
 

STEVE PATE:  I do.  Different driver.  I started playing with this TaylorMade SLDR.  I 
don't hit it any further than I did, it's just easier to hit.  I don't hit the foul balls, which 

my entire career has been an issue.  I'll drive it well but 40 yards off line and that's 

just not in the equation anymore. 
 

Q.  You look at Miguel, 7-under already after a few holes.  Your round's pretty 
good.  How good is that one? 

 
STEVE PATE:  It's amazing.  It's out there, the course is in perfect shape, but it's 

hard to do.  I find it hard to perform in this kind of weather.  I guess it shows what 

clean living does for you.  I mean, it's amazing.  I love watching him.  He played really 
well at Doral, he played really well at Augusta.  I'm glad he's come out and played our 

events. 
 

Q.  On 18 there have been a couple eagles there and there's scores to be had.  
What kind of finish hole is that going to be on Sunday when the weather's 
decent? 

 
STEVE PATE:  It's interesting.  A lot of people, most people in the field can get there.  

I mean, I could have got there today but I was not in the fairway where I could put my 
hands on the ball, I was just in the right rough, and with a wet ball and kind of a 

downhill lie, I saw a lot of things which could happen and pretty much all of them were 

bad, so I laid up.  It will be an exciting finish because there aren't so many options. 
 

Q.  On a day like this, what's the biggest challenge as far as dealing with the 
conditions, just keeping dry? 

 

STEVE PATE:  Keeping everything dry, continuing to be able to move.  It's cold.  You 
get cold and wet.  I was pretty good for most of the day and the last few holes I just 

couldn't feel my hands, couldn't move.  But yeah, like I said, I'm kind of a wuss.  I 
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don't do well in cold weather.  It's not so much the wet, it's the cold. 

 
Q.  Who does, though? 

 
STEVE PATE:  25-year olds. 

 

Q.  Those last two tournaments with good finishes, the T6, what were your 
impressions on how you played the final round there?  Were you pleased with 
those final rounds? 
 

STEVE PATE:  Yeah, both of them were good final rounds.  Mississippi, I was really 
kind of nowhere and shot 5-under on a golf course I had never done well at at all.  

And Newport Beach, I mean, it was kind of weird, I shot 4-under on the back with two 

bogeys.  I felt comfortable with where I was.  The two bogeys I made I didn't really 
panic.  I said oh, bummer, I made a bogey, but then went and birdied the next holes 

right after it.  I felt comfortable with where I was, which I haven't felt that way for a 
long time. 

 

Q.  Was it ever to the point where you were kind of hoping they would halt 
play? 

 
STEVE PATE:  No, no.  I played early.  I was glad we were going to be done.  I did 

not want to be out here tomorrow morning at 7:00 in the morning. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  You know they pushed the tee times back to 11:00 tomorrow? 

 
STEVE PATE:  Right, yeah.  Weather patterns. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Any more questions?  Okay, thanks, Steve. 
 
STEVE PATE:  All right.   
 


