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PRE-TOURNAMENT  
INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  BERNHARD LANGER 
 

     Thursday, April 17, 2014  
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Bernhard, thanks for joining us, coming off a great week last week, a 

T-8 at Augusta, and Champions Tour 15 straight Top 10 finishes.  Maybe just get us 
started, maybe just touch on last week and then look at your 2014 season so far on 

this Tour. 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, last week was a lot of fun.  The golf course after the 

rain on Monday dried out quickly and it played very fast and firm.  Problem for me is, 
you know, I'm hitting 5-irons in there when Bubba is hitting pitching wedge and that's 

almost on every hole.  He's hitting 7-irons into a par 5, I'm hitting 3-wood into a par 5.  
So it's a very different animal for me to try and play well there compared to some of 

these long hitters.  But I was able to hit some great iron shots and make some good 

putts and overall it was a very good week for me, more surprisingly because I was 
really sick.  I spent all day Monday in bed.  I never hit a practice putt after I played, 

never hit a practice ball after I played, which is not like me at all.  I just signed my card 
and went home and back to bed, had this flu and bronchitis and all sorts of stuff.  So 

I'm just now kind of feeling a little bit better, so it's amazing that I could even make it 

through the tournament really.  But I'm glad I did and it was a good week and it was 
fun to be somewhat in contention and just playing one of my favorite courses in the 

world. 
 

This year has been very good, you know, similar to last few years really.  I've been 
playing some very steady and good golf the last few years, been in contention a lot of 

times, had chances to win many times.  I was able to win, what, 19 out here I think, so 

I'm thrilled to be off to a good start and leading the Schwab Cup and leading the 
money list and looking forward to the rest of the year trying to stay healthy and 

hopefully continue the good play.  
 

Q.  When you were feeling as poorly as you were last week at Augusta, what's 
the motivation to keep going, keep continue playing? 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, it's my favorite tournament of the year, it's the one I 
really don't want to withdraw, so I just tried to hang in there and make it through the 

day and then go back and rest and get better and hopefully build up a little bit of 

strength for the next day again. 
 

Q.  Is there a Masters hangover now?  Do you have to kind of get yourself going 
again when you're here? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  No, no.  Mondays are always tough because you're kind of 
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worn out and the adrenaline is leaving the body so you're a little tired.  But hey, we've 

had four days by tomorrow to get over it and there's a new exciting event happening 
right here.  There's no reason to have any kind of letdown.  I've always been a 

believer of, you know, focusing on the next challenge.  I've heard that before, that 
guys really have a letdown after Masters or majors or after Ryder Cups and I usually 

don't.  I've won tournaments the very next week.  Won Hilton Head the week after I 

won Masters in '85.  I won the European Open after we played the Ryder Cup over 
here.  So it's all up here, I think. 

 
Q.  Obviously travel has been fit for this week, a short drive? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  That helped, yeah. 

 

Q.  You see that being a draw for seniors, for Champions Tour players coming 
from the Masters every year like this. 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Sure, it's always nice for us not to have to jump on an 

airplane and go through all that rigor mortis [sic] and get worn out.  It's nice to just hop 

in the car, drive a couple hours and you're there.  It's much more comfortable and it's 
perfect.  We would love for the schedule to be that way all year round but it doesn't 

work out that way. 
 

Q.  Your streak of Top 10s is pretty astonishing at any level.  When you think 
about it, what sort of thoughts go through your mind?  That's something, you 
know. 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  It's hard to do because it's easy to mess up.  I mean, it's just 

easy.  We play different golf courses and some suit you more than others, and it 
doesn't take much to have one bad round and then you're probably not going to be in 

the Top 10 unless you have two brilliant rounds following it or something.  So it is a 

wonderful thing for me and nothing goes through my mind, I'm just taking every day at 
a time, try not to live in the past and I look forward to the future. 

 
Q.  You pointed to your head talking about the mind.  How much work do you 
put on the body on a daily basis?  Do you work out more than you used to 
when you were younger? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  No, I couldn't, just not -- 
 

Q.  You hit it hard?  
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  No.  People think I'm in the gym three hours a day, it's not 

true.  Whoever came up with that, I don't know.  I mean, Gary Player's a fitness 
fanatic and Tiger spends a lot of time there and a bunch of others, even Martin 

Kaymer, my German fellow competitor, he spends a lot of time in there.  I just do it 
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consistently, I do it almost every day and have enjoyed it for many, many years.  I 

know I feel better.  That's one of the other things, when I'm sick I can't do it, so I 
haven't worked out seriously in 10 days or 12 days, which is not the way I like to do 

life and I don't feel quite as good because I'm run down and not quite as strong.  But 
just got to get over it and I have my strength back and energy, then I can go start 

working out again. 

 
Q.  Jimenez makes his Tour debut this week here.  What's your expectation for 
what kind of impact he'll have? 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Oh, he is certainly one of the best over-50 players in the 
world, there's no doubt about it.  He's just become the oldest winner on the European 

Tour, I believe, a few months ago.  So he's going to be one of the dominant players 

wherever he goes, certainly on the Champions Tour, Order of Senior Tour in Europe 
or wherever.  He'll leave his mark.  If he decides to play here, he will be one of the 

main contenders every week. 
 

Q.  I guess there are a couple kids coming out, Durant and the last event was a 
new guy won, so do you see a pretty good new wave of guys you're going to 
have to contend with? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Definitely.  You know, that's the way of life.  That's the case 

on the PGA TOUR, that's the case on the European Tour and it's the case out here, 
maybe more so here because age plays a bigger part out here than whether you're 

20, 30 or early 40s it doesn't really matter too much, but whether you're 50 or 65 

plays a big difference.  So yeah, there's going to be some great guys coming up and 
that's great for the Tour and it makes us work harder to stay competitive and maintain 

our exempt status out here. 
 

Q.  How long do you see yourself being able to win here and both be a factor at 
a place like Augusta? 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Don't know.  Only God knows the future.  I'm just trying to 
stay healthy, enjoy what I'm doing, and again take one day and one tournament at a 

time.  Whenever that time has come that I'm not competitive or I don't enjoy my job, I 
will hang it up and retire or do something else.  But until that time, I've always said if 

I'm healthy, if I have some success and I enjoy what I'm doing, I'm going to continue 

doing it unless I'm led to do something else. 
 

Q.  This course, how does it suit you?  You had fun on it a year ago.  How's it 
play to your strengths? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, not sure it plays to my strengths but it reminded me of 
Augusta.  I had never played here until last year and, as you say, you know, you feel 

somewhat of a letdown playing the golf course because nothing is as good as 
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Augusta, let's face it.  But when I came here I was really surprised how great this golf 

course is and it reminded me of Augusta, not just the type of grass and the trees and 
the rolling hills, but even the shape it was in.  You know, it was in phenomenal shape 

last year and it wasn't much of a change, so I was positively surprised how good this 
place is.  As soon as I played my first practice round, I said to Terry, "Man, this place 

is phenomenal."  It's so much better.  If I had known this is this good, I would have 

played on the regular TOUR here.  That's a very positive thing to come to a place 
where you don't feel a letdown, where you actually find similar conditions as we did 

last week. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Okay.  Thanks, Bernhard. 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  You're welcome. 
 


