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PRE-TOURNAMENT  
INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  JOE DURANT 
 

     Thursday, April 17, 2014  
 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We welcome Joe Durant, four-time winner on the PGA TOUR, 

into our interview room for the Greater Gwinnett Championship.  Joe, you played here 
six times on the PGA TOUR, missed the cut four, but you're making your debut on the 

Champions Tour this week.  So talk about coming back to a course that you're 

familiar with to start your career. 
 

JOE DURANT:  It's nice I don't have to worry about making a cut based on those 
statistics.  You know, I always enjoyed playing here.  I tell you the biggest thing here 

was I think guys' transitions from Atlanta Country Club to here was a little different.  
But I always liked the golf course, I just never seemed to play it very well.  It has three 

or four holes that are probably some of my favorite holes any on tour really.  I love 7, I 

think 7's a heck of a hole, and 16 and 17, they're two really fun holes.  I'm just excited 
to be here and be part of the Champions Tour. 

 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Your being from Pensacola, sort of got a taste of the 

Champions Tour when we had the old event at the Moorings, so you sort of know a 

little bit what to expect, but on our walk over here you got welcomed by some major 
championship winners.  It's a little bit of a different feeling, correct?  

 
JOE DURANT:  Oh, it's a great feeling.  Just saw Tom Lehman and Ben Crenshaw, 

Bernhard Langer and they both said, Welcome to the Tour.  That's a nice feeling.  It 
makes if you feel good that you played well enough in your regular TOUR career to 

have the chance to come out here and compete and play and just enjoy what you've 

done in your regular TOUR days. 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Can you talk about maybe when you started thinking about the 
Champions Tour?  

 

JOE DURANT:  Probably about 45 or so, I guess, really to start seriously thinking 
about it.  I wasn't playing as well on the regular TOUR at that point and was getting 

frustrated with my game but knew that I had to try to stay competitive.  The guys out 
here play great, I had no illusions about coming out here and just cleaning the slate.  I 

just knew I had to come out here and play good, you know, so I'm just looking forward 

to the challenge. 
 

Q.  Do you feel like a kid again? 
 

JOE DURANT:  Yeah, I do, I do.  It feels great.  Being the rookie again, it's kind of 
fun, a lot of fun. 
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Q.  Now, watching the Masters and seeing the success that the over-50 guys 
had, did you have an interest in any of that? 

 
JOE DURANT:  Sure I did, yeah.  To see those guys play as well as they did is 

awesome.  I never played well at Augusta, that's just a very difficult golf course and 

it's only gotten harder with time.  I mean, it's longer, you know.  Obviously the pins 
were in very difficult positions based upon the scoring because the weather looked 

pretty good for the most part.  Those guys played great, I was really happy to see 
them do well. 

 
Q.  Anybody in particular you were rooting for?    
 

JOE DURANT:  You know, I mean, Bubba's from Pensacola obviously and to see 
him play as well as he did was fantastic.  I always root for the hometown guys.  But, 

you know, it was just an interesting tournament to watch.  There was a lot of moving 
parts going into Sunday so anything could have happened.  It was a good finish. 

 

Q.  So you can find Bagdad on a map?   
 

JOE DURANT:  I know exactly where Bagdad is, yeah. 
 

Q.  Joe, there was a time when guys coming out to the Champions Tour maybe 
didn't know quite what to expect, but over the last four, five years it seems like 
anybody who turns 50 has had discussions with guys and they really, even 
before getting here, they know almost everything there is to know about 
coming and having a debut, whatnot.  What do you know about the Champions 
Tour and who did you find that out from? 
 

JOE DURANT:  I've talked to a lot of guys.  Kirk Triplett came out last year and he 

was telling me, you know, what to expect.  Kirk and I played quite a bit of golf on the 
regular TOUR.  Different guys, though.  They would come back and play a TOUR 

event and I would ask them, you know.  I was curious what goes on out there, what's 
it like.  Everybody comes back with a smile on their face, too.  They're all having a 

great time out here.  It's a nice atmosphere.  Guys still play great golf.  You know, 
everything seems to be so positive and it's just fun to be a part of it. 

 

Q.  What do you hear about that, what you just said about the guys playing 
great golf because if you don't go low out here you really don't have much of a 
chance.  Does that surprise you, some of the numbers that you've seen posted 
out here?  And the courses aren't all that short truthfully? 

 

JOE DURANT:  No. 
 

Q.  They play pretty good sized courses and tough pins and all that, so do the 
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numbers ever surprise you? 

 
JOE DURANT:  You know, the way these guys have played throughout their careers, 

I'm not surprised at all with the numbers they shoot because they're just great 
players.  I did find out yesterday playing in the pro-am that it's not as short as people 

want to believe.  I was whipping some long irons into some of the these holes 

yesterday.  The course setup, you know, it may be a little shorter than the regular 
TOUR but they still have a demanding setup.  You've got to play point A to point B.  

And like you said, it's a little more of a sprint with the three-round event so you've got 
to make a bunch of birdies, the first round you've got to get going, you can't just kind 

of work your way into it. 
 

Q.  Winning is always the ultimate goal, but beyond that do you have any 
aspirations or goals as it relates to how well you play and how long you're out 
here? 

 
JOE DURANT:  You know, obviously I think everyone wants to be Top 30 every year, 

or going into the year win tournaments and have a chance to be in the Schwab Cup 

race.  That's certainly a goal of mine.  I know I'm getting a little bit of a late start this 
year, but if I play well I would love to be in Scottsdale later this year playing for that.  

You know, you have to play well though, you have to play really well.  And I would 
love to stay out here for a long time and play until I feel like I'm ready to be done, but I 

have to play good. 
 

Q.  Tell us about your game at this point in your career.  How are you playing, 
what are you doing well, what do you like about your game? 
 

JOE DURANT:  You know what, the end of last year I played real well and got my 
TOUR card back, but this year it hasn't carried over.  I haven't played particularly well 

up to now.  I've been working on a few things.  Driving the ball well, iron game's been 

a little spotty here and there, and putting has always been a bit of an Achilles for me, 
but been working on it and starting to roll it better.  But like you said before, I know I'm 

going to have to make a bunch of birdies and you've got to make putts to make 
birdies so just have to keep working on that. 

 
Q.  Just curious, Fred's coming in here later, have you ever had any back 
problems or have you been lucky? 

 
JOE DURANT:  I've been pretty lucky.  More than that with me not really -- nothing 

like Fred's had with his back and stuff.  I've had a couple different periods during my 
regular TOUR career where I had to take four to six weeks off because I had a nerve 

impingement in my neck, but I know it's a constant battle for him.  You know, 

everybody out here's got some kind of ailment, but some are obviously more severe 
than others. 

 



TeeScripts.com 4 

Q.  I was going to ask you physically how are you coming in?  You're in pretty 
good shape, I would imagine? 
 

JOE DURANT:  For a man my age I'm in pretty good shape. 
 

Q.  I can't comment on it.  
 
JOE DURANT:  No, I feel good, I feel really good.  I've tried to work hard the last year 

and a half or so to try to maintain some decent type shape.  You know, it's paid off.  I 
feel like I'm a little stronger through the ball, hit it a little farther probably and just 

flexibility, just trying to maintain that.  
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  All done?  Okay. 
 
JOE DURANT:  Thanks guys, appreciate it.  

 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Joe, good luck this week.    
 


