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PRE-TOURNAMENT  
INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  FRED COUPLES 
 

     Thursday, April 17, 2014  
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Fred, welcome.  I know this is the first time, I believe, you've 

been back here since maybe 2003 you played BellSouth, and coming off a T-21 finish 
last week.  Maybe just get us started, touch a little bit on Augusta and then you had a 

chance to play the course today and then we'll get started with some questions. 

 
FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, Augusta was great.  I played pretty well.  You know, I 

thought that a couple guys had a great shot at winning and Bubba was one of them, 
not on Wednesday but after he got going and certainly after the second round.  So I 

thought it was a huge success starting out with the Drive, Putt & Chip or whatever 
direction, Drive, Chip & Putt, however they worded it.  It was fun to be a part of that 

on Sunday.  That week's over and now we're here.  I played the course today like you 

said for the first time in a while.  It's in great shape.  It's a hard course.  You know, I 
wasn't here last year, I don't know what the scores were like or what the weather was 

like, but today was cold but it's going to warm up a little bit.  Excited to be here. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  How's your year?  You won at Toshiba, played three events.  How 

would you assess your start so far this year?  
 

FRED COUPLES:  Good.  Who won Hualalai, Bernhard?  Yeah, I think he shot 
6-under the last nine to win.  That was a good start for me to finish tied for 2nd.  Then 

I won at Newport, and then at Mississippi I played pretty well and tweaked my back 
and still got it around on the weekend.  But played with Jeff Maggert, who won and 

he's going to be a very good player out here so I got to see him play.  But other than 

that I played Augusta and I played Riviera, missed the cut there but played at Riviera.  
I haven't played a whole lot but I've been in the desert practicing when I haven't been 

playing, so just trying to play a little more at home. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Questions? 

 
Q.  Hi, Fred.  How are you?  
 
FRED COUPLES:  Good. 

 

Q.  You said at Harding Park last year after you won there that to compete for 
the Schwab Cup, which you said is one of your goals, that you have to play 
more on this Tour.  Has that changed at all?  Do you anticipate adding a few 
more events this year on this Tour? 

 
FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, I don't know.  So far I haven't added any, but compared to 
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last year I think for me to play well and have a goal of winning the Schwab Cup, I 

can't play 14 or 15 times unless I win six times and I don't know if that's going to 
happen, but I'm going to try and play more for a couple reasons.  One, I would like to 

give that a go and I don't know how much longer, you know, if I can do this a couple 
more years.  I'll be 56 years old and my goal is to play fairly hard for this year and the 

next two years.  But I do want to play a little more.  You know, it's just hard.  To be 

honest with you, I just had my back worked on before Augusta, three days after 
Augusta, and I come and play in 40-degree weather and I feel like, you know, it 

doesn't feel very good.  I wasn't expecting 40-degree weather this morning when it 
was 80 degrees the last three days at Augusta, but that's part of the deal.  So I would 

like to go practice a little bit but, you know, this is not conducive for me to play in 
weather like this.  But I am here and I played pretty well today in that weather, so I 

look forward to playing tomorrow and playing really good golf. 

 
Q.  Fred, Bernhard had 15 straight Top 10s plus a Top 10 at the Masters last 
week, like 16 straight Top 10s at any level.  Can you put that in perspective?  
How does somebody do that? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah.  Well, A, he's a very good player.  B, he plays very, very 
hard, which is hard to do when you play a lot.  There's going to be a day where 

maybe you just don't have it and you shoot 72.  Well, Bernhard's going to probably 
shoot 70 and he comes back on Sunday and he has great rounds.  He's a hard 

worker and he's a great player.  You know, he's our No. 1 guy out here because of 
the way he plays.  But I think it's phenomenal.  I don't know how you do it.  I mean, 

there's a day or nine holes or one bad hole.  I mean, you could play a lot of these 

holes here or Augusta, and Phil Mickelson played great golf and had two triples.  I 
mean, it's hard to come back after that where Bernhard, he's got the game where he 

gets it done and he knows how to play.  Everyone knows how to play but he's not 
going to make many mistakes and he's a great putter and has a great short game.  

So he's always the guy to beat every time we play out here. 

 
Q.  What's the toughest part about readjusting yourself after the whole Masters 
week? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I think golf's golf.  I mean, I got pretty jacked up to play at 
Augusta.  These greens are perfect but they're not nearly as fast.  So I might come 

out and putt a little extra tomorrow morning, but other than that I think this is a very 

hard course so you can't relax out here.  There's a lot of good driving holes, there's a 
lot of good second shots and the greens are not easy and I'm sure they're going to 

get faster as the week goes.  But right now, Augusta, the greens were so fast it was 
unbelievable, and I think that's the main thing I really tried to focus on today was kind 

of getting the speed of these greens.  But the course is perfect.  Off the fairway, you 

know, it's not muddy but it's a little less grass but the greens and the fairways are 
absolutely perfect. 
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Q.  Mentally is there an adjustment as well? 

 
FRED COUPLES:  Mentally? 

 
Q.  Adrenaline and everything going on with that week? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  No, that's a great question.  I mean, I get excited to play at 
Augusta.  I mean, I don't look at it as adrenaline for me, I look at it as there are a lot of 

shots that I hit really, really well there and there are a few holes that I don't play well, 
you just get around them.  But I mean adrenaline for me, I don't really have a lot of 

adrenaline.  I mean, the terms might be different but I wait all year to play at Augusta, 
so it's like a birthday party.  I do well, and when I stop playing well there I think it will 

be a harsh reality because I'll miss -- even though, you know, on Sunday I got off to a 

great start, didn't finish very well.  The year before I shot 77 on Saturday, but it's still 
an unbelievable week and I have a bunch of friends there and we all leave laughing 

and giggling because my goal is to go there and play well.  I think it would be an 
incredible feat for any of us, Bernhard or myself or Sandy or Larry Mize, who are 50 

and get in that tournament every year, to win.  But when I'm there and I get going, 

you know, I feel like I have a shot to win.  It hasn't happened since '92. 
 

Q.  Obviously your focus is always going to be on the course and your game, 
but as you looked at the leaderboard last week, the presence of the Champions 
Tour players, how prominently they played... 
 

FRED COUPLES:  No, no, you know, I made a comment that I think I was a couple 

under par and it's an event where you want everyone to play well that's up there 
because it's such a hard course.  The only thing I mean by that is there are some golf 

courses that, you know, they're not majors but when you get your friends and 
everyone's playing well, someone's going to shoot a 73 and they're going to get 

lapped by the field because, you know, it's not as hard a course, whereas at Augusta 

it's so hard.  So to see Bernhard and obviously Jimenez, who just turned 50 but even 
if he was 49 it's still remarkable to play that well, but he's a top quality European 

player.  Bernhard Langer is the best Champions Tour player, but he's played Augusta 
a lot of times.  I honestly don't think it's shocking.  I think for him or for me the last few 

years it's kind of rewarding and you always want to do better, you know?  But when 
you're out here, if you finish in 8th place, I'm sure Bernhard would be disappointed 

with that but at Augusta it's a very nice finish.  The 69 he shot on Sunday, I don't 

know how many scores were better than that but I don't think many of them that were 
in the last 10 groups played that well.  That was a phenomenal round. 

 
Q.  A little off the beaten track here, you by necessity have become an expert in 
the back.  I don't know, have you had any communication with Tiger about what 
he's been going through and what does he face going forward? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  That's a great question.  I talk to him quite a bit.  I didn't know he 
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was having surgery and I've never had surgery, so I don't know really know.  I mean 

the guy's the strongest guy on TOUR, so I don't know what rehab is for back surgery 
so I don't know what he's got ahead of him, but I know he's hoping that however he 

felt is going to be gone and only time will tell.  I hope it is.  I hope the surgery takes 
away the pain that he had.  For me, you know, I have different issues.  I think his is 

centered in one spot but I can only critique myself.  I have a crooked spine and I have 

a back that's, instead of curving this way, goes the other way.  You know, my surgery 
would be career ending so it was never an option.  There aren't many guys, at least in 

golf, that I know that have had back surgery.  I'm pretty sure that he's a strong guy, 
his rehab will go quicker and he'll be out here faster than most.  I think he'll be just 

fine. 
 

Q.  In one way you are an example of guys with back problems; regardless of 
whether it's stiff or not you can still compete? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  He calls me "old man" and I do text him all the time, but in this 
particular part it's pretty easy to not bother him.  I know especially not being at 

Augusta, that's certainly not much fun for him not to be there.  Yeah, I mean, I'm 54 

and I have stretches where I do well for a long, long time.  He's got a long way to go 
to continue to play.  I'm sure he's not going to stop anytime soon. 

 
Q.  I was going to ask you something along that line, considering what you did 
last week and what you want to do this week, anything in particular you do the 
night before the opening round that you can share with us? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  You know, I rest, rest a lot.  I'll go back whatever time it is right 
now and I might go for a quick little walk at 6:00, but for me I'm a golfer first and I 

don't work out, I can't do both.  My back just can't physically take it.  When I'm home, 
you know, I don't do much.  I do a little more activity off the course, but I don't touch 

weights or do rubber bands or any of that stuff.  I just try and stay fit enough that 

when I go play a tournament I'm not tired after I play 18 holes.  It's changed a little bit.  
A lot of guys work out but they don't have back problems, and I'm sure if a guy had a 

knee problem he wouldn't be doing a lot of activity that affects his knee, especially if 
he wants -- again, I've been out here 34 years, so have there been things that maybe 

20 years ago I could have done that would have made me feel better?  I don't know 
and I don't really care because I didn't do them.  I did other stuff.  I work with a guy 

that makes me feel pretty good and, you know, if you look at the best player in the 

world, who is Tiger Woods, and you see him struggling, it's not much fun to watch.  
When you hit a shot and you go to your knees, I've done that, I've done that several 

times.  It's not a bargain. 
 

Q.  When you say you had work, is it chiropractic or massage? 

 
FRED COUPLES:  You know, it's just mostly joint work so it's not twisting.  He's not a 

chiropractor, he just specializes in the spine and he works on several golfers, but 
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basically it's like small manipulation that kind of loosens your body up. 

 
Q.  One of your Masters partners, Chang-woo Lee of South Korea, said this 
about you:  Fred is one year older than my dad but he is smarter than him.  
What do you have to say about that?  Can you tell me a little bit about your 
experience playing with Chang-woo Lee and if you have any comments about 
KJ Choi? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I am older than his dad and I hit it pretty much with him or 
past him most of the time, but he's a really good player.  I told the guys I was staying 

with, which are mostly guys -- there was one, Lynn Roach and his wife were there -- I 
said it wouldn't surprise me if he shoots 70 tomorrow, which would have been Friday, 

because he was a little bit nervous and then we got a little bit behind.  I think he had a 

stretch of holes where he made a few bogeys in a row and they were all little 
mistakes, and second day I think he was -- I don't know if he ever got to 2-under but 

he was 1-under par most of the day and he played really, really well.  So he's talented 
and he's got an unbelievable short game.  He's the best little chipper around those 

greens that I've really ever seen at Augusta.  I mean, he plays shots differently than 

guys like Tiger or Phil, but just his hands, if he had to chip a ball four feet and have it 
land on a piece of grass, I mean, he did it almost every time and you just would shake 

your head because it was so nice to see.  I don't have those shots.  I stab it in the 
ground and skull them across the greens.  But he's 20 years old so he's got a lot of 

nerve left in his game.  He's a good player.  Is he going to turn pro? 
 

Q.  I believe he is. 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Probably after this, yeah.  He's a good player, very good. 

 
Q.  Fred, on the subject of distance and Augusta, nobody knows the course 
better than you of all the active guys that go out there.  They can't make the golf 
course any longer.  What are they going to do now to defend it?  You're going 
to get more guys like Bubba who are hitting it 340 yards.  What are they going 
to do to that golf course? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I mean, he shot -- I don't know, what did shoot, 7-under, 
8-under?  So I mean what did Bernhard finish, even?  I don't know what they finished, 

1-under?  Well, 8th place, you know, 8-under par is not a ridiculous score and 

5-under was 2nd.  You know, it's 1-under a round and you would have finished in 4th 
place, that's great golf.  So what do they do?  They get the greens rock hard.  You 

were there, it rained on Monday.  It rained a lot and by Wednesday night they had the 
greens fairly firm and they got a little bit of wind and they have that stuff that sucks the 

water out of there.  I played Friday afternoon, they were concrete.  Then you've got 

two more rounds.  So their defense is firm greens and really, really fast.  Bubba hits it 
a mile.  He gets a little more -- like everyone, not just him but I'm sure there are other 

guys that hit it a little further because the fairways are a little more open and then you 
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start bombing it.  And there's maybe, besides the holes you have to draw it or fade it 

around the trees, you know, a lot of the swings are pretty much, me speaking, full 
bore.  So when you get into a good driving rhythm, you're going to start driving the 

ball really well, and then when you get to the holes that are uncomfortable then 
you've got to be careful.  I will say for a left-handed, I played with Phil when he won 

and then another year and it just looks so easy for him to cut it on the 2nd hole and 

then he cut it on the 5th hole, then he hit a driver on No. 9, 10, 13, 14.  They all seem 
much easier than me hitting these harder hooks.  So A, you've got to be a really, 

really good player.  B, if you're really long like those guys, it favors a left-hand driver, 
there's no doubt.  But they're top players.  I mean, Bubba Watson should do well 

every year at Augusta.  He really should.  He's got the game for it.  I said it wouldn't 
shock me if he won it two or three more times.  Phil is in his mid 40s, I think he'll 

probably win it one more time.  But a lot of it has to do with they're great players, but 

again, by me watching it seems very easy.  Bubba hit a sand wedge to the 13th hole?  
I played 30 years, I hooked it around the corner a lot, I've hit a 6-iron in there before.  

I know he hits a 6-iron from 200 or 210.  But I hadn't seen the shot because I was 
playing, I don't know how he got it there, but a sand wedge to the 13th hole is 

unbelievable. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Are you guys okay? 

 
FRED COUPLES:  See you tomorrow.   
 


