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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  FRED COUPLES 
Sunday, March 16, 2014  
 
DAVE SENKO:  Congratulations, your 10th career win on the Champions Tour and 

the fifth straight year you've won at least one event and second win here.  Maybe just 
talk about your day.  It was pretty crazy, I think we had nine guys tied at one time for 

the lead and you were the last man standing.  

 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, not because I was part of it, but it was the weirdest 

leaderboard I think I've ever been a part of and part of the reason is I never thought 
somebody would be 15-under and win outright.  At one time, I said this out there, I 

think by Colin Montgomerie getting to 14-under, I really felt like it made the 17th hole 

play much harder because anyone who was 14-under knew that if they could par that 
and birdie 18, that they would be ahead.  But then at the same time you had Langer, 

who you knew would make a run, Kenny Perry eagled a hole, and then I was playing 
with Scott Dunlap who really played some phenomenal golf, kind of like I did 

yesterday, made a couple bogeys that were just a little unlucky by going over the 
green, but I think he had a great shot at winning.  He did not birdie 18 either like some 

of the other guys.  Kirk Triplett, everybody, Mark O'Meara, and you know, I just hit 

some good shots.  I had an eagle putt on 15 that I felt like I made, and on 16 I had 
maybe an 8- or 10-footer that I hit too hard but it's more enjoyable for me to at least 

hit good putts like that than kind of wimp them up there.  And then on 17 I hit a 
beautiful iron to maybe four feet above the hole, and that green, that's probably the 

best putt I hit all week.  It went right in the middle.  I was a little bit edgy over it 

because I knew I could birdie 18 given the shot if I could make that putt on 17 and 
that's what happened.  I had 6-iron in my mind on 18 and decided to go with 5.  It was 

212 but the whole green was in front of the pin and I just kind of smoked this iron and 
I pulled it a little bit, which made it go even further.  I felt like that was a blunder.  I got 

down there and somehow I got it up and down.  It was not an easy pitch shot; to get it 
within six or seven feet was really a good shot, then the putt I felt pretty good over 

and it went in.  

 
DAVE SENKO:  What were your other birdies, No. 2? 

 
FRED COUPLES:  No. 2 I hit a wedge to about 18 feet.  On No. 4 I hit an 8-iron on 

the par 3 20 feet and made it.  I birdied 10, I hit a wedge probably 12 feet behind the 

hole and made it.  And then just made a blunder on the next hole, I laid up off the tee 
perfect to have a full sand wedge and I just hammered it to the back of the green, the 

pin was on the front and I three-putted for bogey, which at that time I just felt like, 
wow, I'm done unless I can birdie every hole.  Then hit some decent shots and then 

birdied three of the last four, which we've pretty much gone over.  
 

DAVE SENKO:  15?  

 
FRED COUPLES:  I hit an 8-iron probably 12, 15 feet, and then on 16 I hit a wedge in 
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there close, and on 17 a 7-iron. 

 
Q.  Did you feel that this was an event you could win even going into the final 
round? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, we all talk about Bernhard and the way he plays.  I don't 

even know what he shot today. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  70. 
 

FRED COUPLES:  1-under? 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Yeah. 

 
FRED COUPLES:  You know, if there's someone that does it every single week, it's 

him and I'm sure he's disappointed, I know he's disappointed because when he sits 
there and looks at it, he probably felt like he could shoot 69 with his eyes closed 

because he plays this course so well, so I felt lucky.  Starting the day?  No, I really felt 

I needed to shoot 64 or 65.  If I shot 64 that would put me at 17-under, which means 
he would have shot 4-under to be in a playoff and that really is what I'm sure a lot of 

us thought we had to get to.  Then, like I said, to be the only guy at 15-under with 
about an hour and a half of golf left was shocking.  That's not to say people didn't play 

good, they didn't make a huge run.  I'm sure guys birdied 15 and probably 18 but 
maybe a bogey on 17, which is always a hard hole and you play them 1- or 2-under 

and you go from 12- to 14-under, which a lot of guys did, and I went from 12 to 15 

with birdieing the 17th hole.  That was really the whole day.  
 

Q.  (Question regarding Newport Beach.)  
 

FRED COUPLES:  They did today, yeah, and yesterday.    

 
Q.  Kind of like their adopted son?  
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, I'm an honorary member of Big Canyon and I lived here for 

a few years and I have a lot of friends down here.  I don't live far, I love up in L.A., so 
it's close. 

 

Q.  For the future, you're playing the Masters, right? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  I am, yes. 
 

Q.  Anything else on the regular TOUR? 

 
FRED COUPLES:  I'm playing Mississippi next week and that's probably it.  Maybe 

Houston actually, the regular TOUR. 
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Q.  Also, a lot of players start the year with new stuff in their bags.  Anything 
new in your bag? 

 
FRED COUPLES:  No.  I've been trying a new Bridgestone ball but I've used the 

same ball I used last year and I'll probably end up starting to break it in after Augusta.  

But no, everything's the same as last year. 
 

Q.  This course, 2010 you pretty much dominated the event that weekend and 
then last year it was Frosty.  Something about this course you like?  This is the 
kind of golf course, you love Riviera?  
 

FRED COUPLES:  Right, yeah, they're similar.  I mean, this is a much easier course 

but visually I like it, I always have.  Oddly enough, there are some holes out here that 
I don't play particularly well and they're not really that hard, and there are some other 

holes like the 9th hole, I had 100 yards in that green every single day and I birdied it 
once but it just gives me such an advantage because it's a hole I like.  Then you go 

over to the holes like 11 and 12, which are 4-wood and wedges and sand wedges 

and I struggle on those holes and that's what this course is all about.  I mentioned 
Scott Dunlap.  I visually watched him play today and the guy played phenomenal golf.  

There were just a couple times where he hit wedge, just hopped over the green and 
he made bogeys and that's what you do here.  Yesterday I bogeyed three out of four 

holes in a row by driving it poorly and by being too aggressive with my shots out of 
the rough and you can't play from over these greens, it's almost impossible.  Like the 

18th today, anywhere on the hole you just don't want to be where you're at over that 

green. 
 

Q.  The other thing is being friends with Joey for a long time, your old caddie, 
and then you had Cayce Kerr and then he had Vijay, and it was kind of like one 
week I thought he was the hardest working caddie in golf.  
 
FRED COUPLES:  Yeah. 

 
Q.  Now you have a new guy and apparently Cayce's gone to Vijay completely, 
correct? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  Right, I had Cayce for a couple years and he started caddying for 

Vijay at the end of last year.  We talked about it and he feels like he's going to have 
more fun on the regular TOUR and God bless him.  So I picked up Angel and he did 

caddie for me at Riviera, but this is the first Champions Tour and a winner, so he did 
a great job and hopefully we'll do this for a while. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Fred. 
 

FRED COUPLES:  Thank you.  


