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2nd ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  PETER SENIOR 
Saturday, March 15, 2014  
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Peter, thanks for joining us.  You've got to be very pleased with your 

round today, 8-under 63 which matches your career low on the Champions Tour.  
Maybe just get us started, just some general thoughts on your day and then we'll get 

your birdies and eagle. 

 
PETER SENIOR:  Just got off to a great start, hit a sand iron into the 1st hole and just 

landed it into the bank and it's pretty much the only way to get it close on the 1st 
because it's only four yards on the front, just came back and was lucky to go in.  So 

when you start off with an eagle, it sort of kicks your round off a little bit. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  What was the distance?  

 
PETER SENIOR:  It was 101 yards.  So that just set the trend for the whole day.  I 

putted very well today.  The greens can get a little scary, especially in the afternoon.  
You have those three or four footers across the slopes and it gets a little bit of bump 

into it.  First out on the front nine I made the most of it, hit some good shots early, but 

as I said, putted really well. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  No. 3, birdie. 
 

PETER SENIOR:  Hit a sand iron into about two and a half feet.  No. 5, hit 5-iron into 

about 15 feet.  No. 9, 9-iron to about 15 feet.  11, hit sand iron into about three feet. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  A bogey at 12. 
 

PETER SENIOR:  Hit sand iron perfect, right in the middle of the fairway, exact 
yardage a hundred again and just caught the branch on the top of that tree going 

straight at the flag and just dropped straight down.  I chipped it up to four feet.  I still 

had a chance to make par but missed it. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  15. 
 

PETER SENIOR:  15, I two-putted from the right edge from about 20 feet.  17, I hit 

6-iron into about 12 feet.  Then I two-putted the last from about 25 feet. 
 

Q.  Were you thinking 7-iron at 17 initially? 
 

PETER SENIOR:  Yeah, I was.  Then I thought -- originally Mitchell, my son, gave me 
164 to the front and I knew we had 170 or 68 to the front yesterday and the tees are 

up a little bit.  He said it's 174, so we went from 7-iron to 6-iron.  I was stretching 

7-iron. 
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Q.  Is that your son who caddies for you? 
 

PETER SENIOR:  Yeah. 
 

Q.  Does he play? 

 
PETER SENIOR:  He plays but he's been on the bag for three years.  At least he 

pulled it up before I hit it, that was a good thing. 
 

Q.  Did he go to school?  
 

PETER SENIOR:  He finished school.  He's been caddying for me for three years 

now.  
 

DAVE SENKO:  How's your year been?  This is event number three for you. 
 

PETER SENIOR:  I've been playing really awful.  From the Charles Schwab at the 

end of the year where I finished tied for 2nd with Bernhard, I went back and played a 
few events at home and I haven't played well since.  I just started -- I shot 7-under at 

Naples and you can believe how bad I hit it on the last day.  I just putted it in from 
everywhere.  Golf's that sort of game.  It's easy to shoot good scores when you're 

playing well but shooting good scores when you're playing bad, that's a little different.  
I played really well yesterday and didn't make anything and today I played pretty 

much the same and made quite a few.  I'm looking forward to playing now.  I'm 

starting to drive it good again, I only missed one fairway today, so that's the strong 
part of my game. 

 
Q.  You had a really distinguished career around the world, especially in Asia 
and Australia.  How often did you think about coming over here and playing on 
the PGA TOUR? 
 

PETER SENIOR:  I gave it a lot of thought.  I came over here in '85, went through the 
school and I think finished 5th in the school.  I only played 10 weeks, I think.  I had no 

money, nothing.  It was pretty hard in those days.  I just had to go away and sort of 
regroup and I went back to Europe and played a little bit there.  I came over for the 

majors and a few of the other tournaments, the World Series and the International I 

played nearly every year.  I'm looking back on my career now and wished I had 
stayed. 

 
Q.  But it wasn't that unusual to do that, a lot of guys stayed in their countries, 
it wasn't as global as today, right? 

 
PETER SENIOR:  Yep.  Well, then the only good tour is this tour.  If you want to play 

with the best guys, you've got to play here.  Europe, they had their 10 or 12 really 
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good players, but you had so many good players here.  If you wanted to play you had 

to play here, and to get in all the major championships you had to play here as well. 
 

Q.  What was the decision like to join this Tour? 
 

PETER SENIOR:  Well, I never played internationally from 42 to 49, I spent a lot of 

time with my kids at home just watching them grow up.  I played all the Aussie 
tournaments, but the kids were nearing the end of school and it was my last chance 

to sort of have a go at it and I thought, well, 49, I'm going to have one crack.  If I didn't 
make the qualifying in the first time, I wouldn't have gone back.  I was lucky enough to 

have a couple good weeks at the right time, got through the qualifying, and this is my 
5th year, so I've had a pretty good time. 

 

Q.  What's been the experience like traveling this country and seeing all these 
golf courses? 

 
PETER SENIOR:  It's pretty good.  I find it an easy place to live in right here.  Home 

is home and I dearly love Australia and we've got a great place where we are, but it's 

convenient here, it's great, the golf courses are good, it's certainly a lot cheaper than 
Australia.  No, I've been very happy living here. 

 
Q.  Have you mentored any of the young Australian players? 

 
PETER SENIOR:  No, not really.  I think Norman's done quite a bit.  I played quite a 

bit with Jason Day in the early days because we're both from Queensland, but they've 

all pretty much gone their separate ways.  I was a long way ahead of those guys, they 
didn't come to me for help real often. 

 
Q.  What was it like playing those Asian tournaments back then, funny things 
you might have run into and conditions?   
 
PETER SENIOR:  Well, I never really played Asia.  I played Japan.  Japan and Asia, 

it's pretty different.  I played Japan because it was closer to home, it was an 
eight-hour flight and a one-hour time difference.  I would go up for two weeks, back 

for two weeks, up for two and I got sick of that really quickly.  So I played three or four 
years and I said that's it and I decided to stay home.  But difficult places to play, the 

conditions not real good.  The courses in Japan are very, very good, the greens are 

excellent, but it's just a hard place to get around and very expensive. 
 

Q.  Did you have to make any alterations to your game or swing changes or 
anything like that for this Tour? 

 

PETER SENIOR:  No, not really.  I've just battled away like I've been doing all my life.  
Everybody has their good parts and their bad parts, I'm just really enjoying the game 

at the moment. 
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Q.  Is it fun just to be around your contemporaries?  I know it's competitive but 
it is more relaxed than the other tours, I think.  
 
PETER SENIOR:  Well, I thought it was going to be a little more relaxed until, you 

know, the last few years we've had some really good players.  To win on this Tour 

and to finish up there, you've got to play really well.  We've got a few others coming 
on this year, Davis Love and Woody Austin, those sort of guys.  If you want to be out 

here a long time, you've got to start playing. 
 

Q.  You came close to winning a couple of Open Championships.  What do you 
remember about those two? 

 

PETER SENIOR:  I had a chance at St. Georges, I was about five or six holes in front 
of the other guys.  I played with Nicky Price the last day and I ended up, I think I 

birdied 14, 15, 16 and I had about a 10-footer on 17, co-equal leader at that stage 
and I thought (inaudible) whatever chance, but I missed that and I bogeyed the last 

and then all the other guys bogeyed the same holes I did.  That was as close as I 

ever came. 
 

Q.  Would that have changed your life do you think if you won that tournament?   
 

PETER SENIOR:  Oh, I think those sort of events do change your life.  It would have 
given me exemption over here and I would have played over here for sure.  

 

DAVE SENKO:  Okay, thanks, Peter. 
 

PETER SENIOR:  Thank you.   
 


