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1st ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  JEFF HART 
Friday, March 14, 2014  
 
  

 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Jeff, thanks for joining us.  Good start, 6-under, which is your 

best first round on the Champions Tour.  Maybe just give us a little quick rundown on 
your day, looks like you had seven birdies and a bogey, and then we'll get some 

questions. 
 

JEFF HART:  Okay, birdied the 1st hole.  I typically hit a 5-wood there and I hit a 

4-wood today just to get a little closer to the green.  With that pin where it was, I 
thought to really have a chance at birdie I needed some kind of a wedge in my hand.  

I hit a good 4-wood and I had a gap wedge, 52, which I could spin and get close and I 
hit it about four, five feet.  So that set the tone.  I made a good par on 2, missed the 

green, (inaudible) and made that.  Then I birdied 3 and I birdied 5, which is for me I hit 

a driver, 4-wood.  Most of these guys, even though it's a long hole, they're hitting 
6-irons or 7-irons so that's like stealing one there when you hit 4-wood and make 

birdie.  
 

DAVE SENKO:  How far was it? 
 

JEFF HART:  I had 212 second shot. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  On 5? 

 
JEFF HART:  Yeah, probably about 13, 14 feet, good shot and made the putt.  3 was 

about six feet. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Then back to back 12 and 13? 

 
JEFF HART:  Yeah.  Let's see, 12 I hit a 3-wood and a wedge about 10 feet.  The par 

3 13 I hit 5-iron about four or five feet.  Par 5 15 I knocked it on in two, hit driver, 
3-wood onto the green, two-putted. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  How far?  
 

JEFF HART:  35 feet. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Then bogey at 16. 

 
JEFF HART:  Bogey at 16, I drove it in the fairway bunker left and had to hit a 9-iron 

out and then hit a sand wedge about five feet and missed the putt. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  And then came right back with a birdie at 17. 
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JEFF HART:  5-iron about 12 feet. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Did you have a chance on 18 at all? 
 

JEFF HART:  I was about 20 feet.  Yeah, I was only 25-yard short of the green but I 

really hit it too close and it wasn't a good play as close as that pin was to the front 
edge of the green there.  Yeah, just kind of a mental error I guess there. 

 
Q.  (Inaudible)  
 
DAVE SENKO:  Hey, John, we have a mic if you want it. 

 

JEFF HART:  Misread, miss-hit.  I actually saw it breaking pretty good like that and I 
think I decelerated a little bit on it.  I didn't want to run it by.  I think this course when 

you're 15, 20 feet and beyond, you start getting aggressive you're going to have a lot 
of three, four footers and they're just not easy out here.  They all break a little bit.  

You hit them on the edge, sometimes they break, sometimes they don't.  I don't think 

you want to leave yourself a lot of three, four footers, five footers for par. 
 

Q.  Is it easier playing near your home, make any difference for you? 
 

JEFF HART:  I don't think so.  I haven't played this course in two years and it was 
many years before that that I played it.  I played years ago when they had a 

tournament here called the Taco Bell tournament.  I always played well and I always 

thought it was a good course for me because it's kind of short and tricky and tight, 
which are the kind of courses I generally do well on.  I don't hit the ball very far, so 

I've always thought this would be a good course for me but I didn't have a good 
tournament here two years ago, blamed it on the weather. 

 

Q.  (Question about Q School.)  
 

JEFF HART:  It really was over 20, I think. 
 

Q.  You have to do it obviously on this Tour as well, but do you feel now that 
you're at a place where you're ready to just (inaudible)? 

 

JEFF HART:  I don't know.  That's a mindset I'm not familiar with because I've always 
had to fight for my card or fight through Q School.  I would love to say yes, yeah, I 

belong out here and I'm ready to go, but no, I don't think deep down I ever feel that 
way.  I mean these guys belong here, the Fred Couples of the world, Tom Lehmans 

and Bernhard Langers.  I didn't have much of a PGA TOUR career at all really.  And 

it's a power game now and I don't have much power, so I feel that my career's very 
limited because of how short I hit the golf ball. 
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Q.  You don't hit it very long but it seems like on 5 you hit it close, it seems like 
you're hitting the ball pretty well this week. 
 

JEFF HART:  Yeah, today I did very good.  I don't know how many fairways and 
greens I hit but I probably missed four, five, six greens.  They were shots that 

generally, other than 16 I go in the bunker and then lay up, most of them were good 

shots hit by the pin, rolled over the green and I had to chip back.  I hit a lot of fairway 
woods and hybrids in there.  These small greens that are kind of firm, you can hit a 

good shot and with a club like that it will just bounce over the green.  So I hit the ball 
very good today.  Like I said, the few greens I missed weren't really right or left, they 

were just too long or maybe too short. 
 

Q.  You feel like your game's in pretty good shape coming into this week, too? 

 
JEFF HART:  I really didn't know to be honest with you.  We had a three-week break 

and you can hit it great on the driving range and get in the tournament, it was a 
mystery, I really wasn't sure how I was playing.  The last tournament in Naples, a 

driver broke which I had for 10 years, so the last three weeks I've been trying -- I 

probably tried six or eight different drivers.  It was kind of a last-minute decision to go 
with the one that I went with. 
 


