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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  BERNHARD LANGER 
Wednesday, March 12, 2014  
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Bernhard, thanks for joining us.  The 2014 Toshiba Classic, 
maybe get us started.  You're off to another great start, I believe a win early in the 
year in Hawaii, 2nd place in your last start and nine straight rounds under par.  Maybe 
just talk about your start this year. 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I've been very pleased with my start.  Obviously to 
come out here and win the first one was a really nice treat, it gave me confidence.  I 
finished last year very well, too.  I just didn't win an event for a few months, but came 
very, very close on a number of occasions.  It's good to have another W.  Then I had 
another opportunity just in the last tournament in Naples, and played pretty decent at 
the other tournament in Boca.  Golf has been good, pretty consistent and just trying to 
work on the same stuff, hopefully hit more greens, more fairways and try to make one 
or two more putts a day, that would be terrific. 
 
DAVE SENKO:  You had a chance to play this morning.  What were your 
observations of the course right now? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Thought the course looked really green, really good, in great 
condition.  They probably must have had some rain here, I've never seen it quite this 
green before, certainly not the last few years.  The problem here is always the poa 
annua greens, they're tough to read and tough to putt, so they're rolling them and 
cutting them and they're doing everything to get the best possible conditions.  But the 
fairways look fantastic, everything else is great, forecast is pretty good as far as what 
I heard, so we're set for a great week.  
 
Q.  You've won every year since you've been out here.  Golf is a game that 
generally gets more difficult to play as you age.  It hasn't been that way for you.  
What is your secret? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, I'm 56 going on 57 soon at some point, but I don't 
know what the secret is.  There's a lot of things, just trying to stay healthy, that's the 
key.  I'm working out, I'm stretching, I'm trying to take care of my body.  I feel more 
aches and pains than I did 10 years ago, no question about it.  Hopefully that trend 
will not continue because if it will, then it's going to be pretty painful in a few years.  
I'm trying to slow down the process of aging and falling apart.   
 
The other thing is obviously to still be determined to practice at your game and enjoy 
the competition and all that kind of stuff.  That's the hard part for many of us, being 
away from our families and friends and kids for so many years that you still want to 
put yourself through that.  But I've always been one that kind of, I pace myself.  I don't 
play every tournament there is, I take weeks off and make sure I don't overdo it so 
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when I come out I'm usually fairly eager and willing to work at it. 
 
Q.  T25 at the Masters last year, that again shows your game is still good.  Does 
the course have something to do with it? 
 
ATTORNEY2:  The course at the Masters?  The 25 was actually disappointing.  I was 
lying 3rd with, whatever, 12 holes to go or somewhere there.  That was a 
disappointing finish.  It gave me the knowledge that I can still compete even on a 
very, very long and difficult golf course.  I mean, that's as severe and tough a golf 
course as you can find anywhere, especially for me because I'm an average 20 to 
40 yards shorter than most of these young guys out there, so I'm hitting anywhere 
from two to five clubs more into these greens than they do.  We all know the greens 
at Augusta, they're very small pockets.  You have to hit it or you're going to struggle.  
We could all hit an 8-iron closer to the hole than we can hit a 4-iron to the hole.  I've 
got my work cut out.  Last year I played extremely well, but I've played well out here.  
You don't shoot in the low 60s out here unless you play good golf. 
 
Q.  Will Ike's tree being gone help you? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I have to see it without it.  It's always been there ever since 
I've played there.  All I remember is there's a few more trees behind Ike's tree and 
they're growing up.  I think it's going to be harder to deal with them than actually Ike's 
tree, but we'll see how it looks.  That golf hole has changed dramatically anyways.  It 
used to be a wide open playing field, and now when they planted the trees and the 
rough it's become one of the tightest fairways to hit.  Then the green is ridiculously 
hard anyways to hit with a long or medium iron. 
 
Q.  Does the way you played there last year change your approach going into 
the Masters this year in any way? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  No, I learned from the years before.  I missed the cut there a 
few years in a row and I'm going, I've played too good golf to be missing the cut.  So 
last year I went in with the mindset that I'm not here to try and make the cut, I'm here 
to try and compete and be in contention.  So I had a totally different mindset and it 
seemed to pay off and help me and I was in contention.  I'm going to continue that 
mindset because I feel I play good enough golf.  I mean, out here I've been leading 
the money list five years out of the six I've played.  The one year I didn't is when I had 
an injury, when I had my thumb surgery.  So I've been playing some really good golf 
and there's no reason if I play good golf at Augusta why I shouldn't be on the 
leaderboard there, too. 
 
Q.  What keeps it fun for you out here, keeps it fresh, because you work so hard 
at it; what keeps you inspired? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I work very hard when I'm out here and I take it somewhat 
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easy when I get home.  That's what I said earlier, I pace myself.  I just enjoy the 
competition, I enjoy being in contention.  I like the camaraderie that we have out here, 
you know, with the other players, the caddies.  I know a lot of the wives and even 
their kids and things like that.  The physio guys, the media guys, it's just familiar faces 
and many of us have been out doing this for 20, 30, 40 years together. 
 
Q.  Going back to the Masters week real quick, what aspect of that week is so 
special to you or what do you tend to look forward going into each Masters 
week? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  It's just fun being there.  Driving in there on magnolia lane, 
you just feel like you're going home.  To me, that's how it feels like I've been there so 
many times now.  Look forward to having breakfast up there at the champions locker 
and look forward to having the dinner together with the past champions.  Just 
practicing is actually fun because the grass is so beautiful and the greens are pure.  
Everything is just magnificent.  It's actually just fun being on the premises no matter 
where you are, whether it's the driving range, it's the best driving range you can find 
anywhere in the world, or if you're out on the golf course and it's certainly one of the 
best golf courses you'll ever play.  It's just a very unique spot. 
 
Q.  You often say that success breeds confidence.  As David mentioned, a lot of 
success early on this year.  How confident are you just as we get through the 
rest of this campaign?  We're still obviously very early on, but where's your 
confidence level as a whole? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  The confidence is pretty good.  As I said, I've been playing 
some really nice golf, very consistent.  I should have every reason to be confident.  
Obviously there's still ups and downs within every week and within every day often, 
but overall it's been a very positive experience.  I still feel I can swing the club better.  
I think I've actually improved with my swing the last few years technically.  Now it's 
just a matter of continuing the improvement with my swing and then trying to get 
better on the green and around the greens where you can really save a half a shot or 
a shot here and there.  If I can do that, if I can score one or two shots better a round 
or a week, I'm going to be around thereabouts.  That's the goal, the goal is to 
improve.  If I can improve a little bit, I'm going to have opportunities to win 
tournaments.  The end result whether I win the Schwab Cup or not depends on 
whether I win the majors because the majors have more money and double the 
points.  The goal is not that, the goal is the process of just becoming a little bit better 
here and there, or certainly not getting worse. 
 
Q.  You talked a little bit about camaraderie and obviously you have to turn on 
that switch to compete.  Is there any difference when you turn on that switch 
from playing here as opposed to playing a major? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Not really.  To me, it isn't.  To me, anytime I tee a ball up in 
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a tournament, I want to give the best I have, I want to be the best that I can be.  Even 
if you go out there and play me for $5 or $10, I'm going to be kind of almost as turned 
on as almost playing the Masters.  That might sound weird to you but that literally is 
how it is.  We could play ping pong, I want to beat you when I play ping pong against 
you or whatever we do, or pool, it doesn't matter.  It might not be a good comparison 
with the Masters, but the basic instinct is the same. 
 
Q.  On your faith, how does your faith factor into your career? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Faith is the priority, it's in everything, it's in every fiber of 
what I do.  It's the backbone, it's the manual to life.  It plays a big part in how I treat 
everybody else, how I see myself.  I used to think my life depended too much on my 
success and when I didn't play well I didn't think high of myself.  All that has changed 
when I became a believer in Jesus Christ.  I'm significant to Him whether I shot 90 or 
60, it makes no difference, He loves me no matter what and He knows everything 
about me.  I'm grateful that I know that and I know where I'm heading.  It's a much 
better place than this.  This is just a few years of eternity, which is like a dot on a long 
line, but we take it way too serious.  We think this is it and don't think about the future, 
or many of us.  I think I learned to put it all in perspective and that's helped me a great 
deal. 
 
Q.  Even with your game? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Oh, yeah, with everything, with everything. 
 
Q.  What have you learned about this course over the years that's helped you 
from one year to the next?  It's a relatively short course but there are some 
quirky things about it. 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I've learned it's very frustrating.  I'm just kidding.  Because it 
is short and you have so many wedges and 9-irons and you can reach some of the 
par 5s, you feel like you ought to shoot 6-under every time you tee it up and it's not 
happening.  The thing I've learned seriously is the greens are very difficult to read and 
it helps to keep the ball below the hole so you can be a little more aggressive.  If you 
get it above the hole, you're just playing defense right away, you're just kind of 
dribbling it down there and trying not to 3-putt kind of thing, which is not a good thing.  
It's a much harder golf course than you think.  When you have so many wedges in 
your hands and short irons, you think you could tear it apart, but if you're just slightly 
off it becomes quite a challenge.  That's really what I've learned.  I've learned to try to 
hit it below the hole, I've learned to be patient with myself because I know I'm 
probably not going to produce as many birdies as I think I should, but that's the nature 
of this golf course and I'm not the only one who's going to go through that. 
 
Q.  Do you have a favorite hole or holes out here? 
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BERNHARD LANGER:  Not really.  There's a lot of good golf holes, not too many 
weak ones.  Nothing really jumps out.  Most of the greens are like the first few holes 
and then you find a few greens like, what is it, 15, 17, 18.  18 is not quite as severe, 
but some of them are a little bit out of the norm.  Most of them are just kind of round 
and back to front and then all of a sudden you find 15 and 17, and what's the other 
one that has a big tier in it?  They promote a different challenge. 
 
Q.  What do you think about No. 4, the little short par 3? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, that's a beautiful hole, it gets your attention with all 
the water and the ducks and the wind and the tree overhanging the green.  It's a very 
punishing green again, it's one of those holes where you should keep it below the cup 
so you have an uphill putt, but what if the pin is 7 on and 3 from the left, how are you 
going to keep it short of the hole unless you land it in the water and it's not going to 
bounce out of there, so everybody's going to have a downhill sidehill putt pretty much, 
which makes it hard. 
 
Q.  One other thing on the Masters, one of the things that's changed is players 
now go weeks in advance and play there, sometimes months in advance.  Your 
era of guys didn't really have the luxury of doing that, you could get there a 
little bit before on the weekend.  Do you think that a golf course like that, 
there's a lot to be learned going there months before the tournament as 
opposed to seeing it closer to tournament conditions? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Definitely, because the golf course is always in good shape.  
They have the greens running at 12, 13 any day in the year, and the good part is 
when you go there during the year you can take as long as you want, you can hit 15 
putts and 12 chips if you feel like it, whatever.  When you go during the week you 
have to move on, the guys behind you are waiting so you can't do that.  Plus there's 
so many people out there and they want to have your autograph and do this and do 
that and take pictures, so it becomes a very, very long practice round.  It's almost 
impossible to play a four-hour practice round at Augusta, three and a half, because 
there's just too much going on, but you can easily do that when you're there when 
there's no one around. 
 
Q.  Will you do that this year? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I'm not going to do it.  I've played that course hundreds of 
times, there's nothing I don't know yet.  I've pretty much seen every square foot of 
that place that I need to see. 
 
Q.  Monty was reminiscing yesterday about Ryder Cup memories and he 
mentioned that you and he I think teamed up together, seven times you won, 
six of your seven matches I think he said.  Are there any Ryder Cup memories 
of that you could share with us aside from maybe Monty said your tee shot in 
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'91 started in South Carolina and ended up in North Carolina or something like 
that.  
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I don't remember that.  Where was that? 
 
Q.  Kiawah Kiawah Island back in '91. 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  The thing that stands out for me with Monty was probably, 
what was it, the 2002 Ryder Cup at The Belfry, we were paired together and we were 
both undefeated the whole week and that's pretty cool.  That doesn't happen very 
much when you play against the best in the world.  Sometimes a draw is a great 
achievement, but we were both playing very well and we made a lot of points for the 
European team.  That was fun being with him.  One other time was at Valderrama 
when we were paired together, I think we played Tiger Woods and might have been 
Mark O'Meara, I'm not sure, and we lost in the morning and Seve said, well, do you 
guys want to rest, how do you feel, and we both said, no, no, we want to go out there.  
We got paired with Tiger again and this time we beat him.  That was just another one 
of those times when you come back from a negative experience and turn it into a 
positive. 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Bernhard. 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  You're welcome. 
 


