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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   KIRK TRIPLETT 
Sunday, February 16, 2014  
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Kirk, congratulations.  It was a nail biter out there all afternoon, 

I guess --  
 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Yeah. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  -- with the ties .This is your third win, you won twice at Pebble Beach 

and now here at Naples.  Maybe just take us back through your day.  66, three 
rounds in the 60s, pretty good week. 

 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, all three of us were hitting the ball solid right from the start.  
Had a back right pin on 1, everybody's inside 15 feet.  Then the next hole's 200 plus 

yards, everybody's inside 10, 15 feet.  Everybody's hitting the green in two on the par 
5s, so you just kind of knew 11-, 12-, 13-under is not winning this thing, so just tried to 

keep hitting good shots.  And that last hole is hard, it's really hard, especially where 
that pin is.  Just feel very fortunate -- it still kind of surprises me how sudden it's over, 

right, because 18 holes of back and forth, back and forth either tied for the lead or in 

the lead, and then boom, it's over.  It was real sudden and I'm thrilled to get the 
victory. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Why don't we go through your birdies, start at No. 1. 

 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Hit an 8 iron to about six, eight feet on No. 1 and made it for birdie. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  The eagle on 3. 
 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Hit a hybrid to maybe four feet, made that for eagle.  Hit a pitching 
wedge about six feet on the next hole, made birdie. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Bogey? 
 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Then it was seeming so easy and I hadn't made a bogey all week, 
I thought I would just throw one in there.  Right between clubs and the pin was just 

over the front and I was trying to squeeze a three-quarter 6 iron in there and just miss 

hit it, very poor play and left with a very difficult chip shot, I just had to make sure I get 
it 15 feet and make par, or make a bogey.  

 
DAVE SENKO:  And then came back on the next hole with a birdie. 

 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  Yeah, made a nice maybe 12-, 15-foot birdie putt from underneath 

the hole after Duffy ripped it in there to 20 feet or less, probably he might have been 

even been closer than me putting for eagle, two monster shots. 
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DAVE SENKO:  Then 12. 
 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  12 I hit a really good 4 iron and just kind of climbed over the 
shoulder about 20 feet long right and I rolled the putt in, had a nice big bend to it.  It 

was a really pretty putt to watch going over the shoulder of the green and down the 

slope.  Those are the kind that kind of get you going. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  13. 
 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Just hit a little chip shot in there about two feet.  That green was 
very reachable in two today so I got it just outside of the greenside bunker maybe 

20 yards at most from the pin, not even that, probably 30 feet from the pin and 

chipped it up there to two feet. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Saves at all?  
 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Good save on 15.  No, wait a minute, 14, the long par 4 dogleg 

left.  Pin was over in the back left corner and I hit what I thought was a pretty good 
shot in there but it just caught up in the bermuda rough.  If it's a foot or two to the 

right, it tumbles down close to the pin.  But as it was I was left with a pretty tricky little 
chip shot, it's the kind you want to take your sand wedge and slide right under it, but I 

wasn't feeling that courageous, so I just kind of hit a pitching wedge out of there and 
then I made a really nice six foot straight-in putt for par. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  And then 18, shot sequence on 18?  
 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  I hit a good drive and had 175 but my ball was in a divot, so I hit a 
6 iron just pin high left, real nice shot out of the divot.  Hitting out of the divot, if the 

divot's not deep and the ball's sitting in the middle of it, that's not the worst place you 

can be, but it's not the best time.  You're in a three-way tie for the lead with water on 
the right and the pin in a tough spot.  In that sense I really focused more on the 

execution of the shot instead of what result am I going to get, am I trying to make a 3, 
am I trying to make a 4.  You're juggling that in that three-way tie the last couple three 

holes, you want to make birdies but you don't want to make bogeys and you're 
thinking to yourself 4's not going to lose this hole probably.  I mean, it might.  If it 

does, if it loses the 18th hole, if 4 loses the 18th hole, you look the guy in the eye, 

shake his hand and say, Well done, sir.   
 

So I made sure I played left, and swinging down on it I knew the ball wasn't really 
going to go right on me out of the divot so in that respect it made it easier.  Then they 

both kind of carved up the hole.  Duffy hit it left in the bunker and had to lay up, hit a 

pretty nice pitch and it spun off the hill on him and he didn't make the putt.  Bernhard, 
I think he was trying to hook a shot in there and he just got over the top of it a little bit.  

A really tough pitch because where the pin was, just past the break and slope and it 
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just runs away from you, so you've got to put the ball between the pin and the lake to 

have a nice uphill putt.  I didn't have it and Bernhard didn't have it on his pitch, either.  
I saw Bernhard had about a 10-footer and just missed it on the right edge, so I knew 

my putt was inside the hole and just told myself just do it like you practice, make a 
good stroke and I made a good enough stroke.  It wasn't the best one I made all day, 

but it was good enough. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  What was your third? 

 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  I rolled it about six feet by, I'd say, six, eight feet by. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  On your third shot?  

 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Right.  I was about 30 feet pin high left and it's uphill the first 
two-thirds of the putt and then it's downhill.  Not a lot of grass up on the top of that 

slope there, that Bermuda gets worn down.  It's a hard shot, you've got to hit it easier 
than you think.  You don't want to leave it short going up there because all kinds of 

things run through your mind when you're trying to win a tournament, most of them 

aren't any good. 
 

Q.  Two things about the divot shot.  One, if you could share with us the 
conversation you had with your caddie. 
 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, the conversation was kind of twofold.  The first part was to 

have a positive attitude going into it, you know, and I relayed this story about Bruce 

Edwards, the long-time caddie for Tom Watson and whenever Tom Watson -- they 
would ask Bruce, What's the best thing about caddying for Tom Watson, and he said, 

Well, when he's faced with a difficult shot, if he was in a divot, some players would 
gripe and complain about being in a divot and bad luck, and Tom Watson would look 

at it and go, Bruce, watch this shot, you know?  He looked at it as an opportunity to 

show off his skills. 
 

Now, I'm not looking at it like that, but I try to, so that's the first thing I said when we 
were over there.  I said, Pablo, Watch this.  It got us both chuckling, right, instead of 

thinking the wrong way like, oh, God, why does this happen to us, right?  Perfect drive 
and here it is in a divot.   

 

So then the yardage is between clubs anyway and we were kind of messing around, 
I'm wanting to try and hit more club and that's always my tendency to hit more club 

and hit it easy.  He's, No, no, no, no, that's a 6 all the way.  He was on that right from 
the start.  He goes, You're going to go after it more and you're going to be steeper, 

this is not the kind of shot you want to baby, and he's dead on with that.   

 
So when we got fully decided, fully committed, you know, to what shot I was going to 

play, and he and I for the most part, we don't do that on every shot, we do it very 
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rarely.  I'm a pick-my-shot-and-hit-it kind of guy.  I like to play a little more by reflex, 

but we had a nice twofold conversation, got positive, picked a shot and then I 
executed it.  I messed it up after that, but... 

 
Q.  What's Pablo's last name? 

 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Youngman.  I don't think you're supposed to write caddie last 
names. 

 
Q.  Like soccer players? 

 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  No, no, there's a different reason altogether. 

 

Q.  What were you thinking whenever I guess 16 Duffy hits it right at it and then 
Bernhard rolls in a putt there on 17?  
 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  It was like that from the 1st hole, so you're in that mode all day.  

You're never in a situation where you thought okay, if I make this one I'm far enough 

head.  I never got to that point.   
 

I sort of felt that way on 17, I felt like I hit a really good putt there and I just misread it 
or it didn't take the break, one of the two, and I really felt like, okay, that would have 

opened the door for me a little bit.  But then I would have been out there on 18 with a 
one-shot lead kind of -- I'd be front left and trying to two-putt from 50 feet and I'm not 

so sure that would have worked out the way it was supposed to.   

 
But like I said, we were just in that mode all day.  Sometimes you're playing these 

tournaments and you're not in contention but you have a good last round and you get 
there with three or four holes to go, it's such a shock to be playing with the lead you 

get really nervous.  But since the middle of yesterday I've been playing on the leader 

number, you know, so you kind of get in that mode of it's not life or death, right?  If 
you're playing five behind the lead and all of a sudden you birdie four out of five, now 

you're near the lead and going wow, I didn't think I was going to have a chance to win 
but I do so I'd better get nervous.   

 
So that was the mindset I think between all three of us was what's going to happen on 

the last two holes.  If you look back at it that way, it was Duffy's tournament to win 

because he has the shot on 17 that he could have made the easy birdie.  It's not an 
easy shot, don't get me wrong.  I probably would have hit the same place he did, 

right, but I was on the downslope, I could have reached the green, but I fade the ball 
anyway, the ball's sitting below my feet, the wind's blowing left to right, you couldn't 

be right of that pin and lots of bad stuff could happen.  So I just thought, you know 

what, I'm going to lay up.  I'm 50/50 from the wedge distance and that kept the 
momentum going of not trying to do something different than I had been doing all day.  

That to me was the prudent play, and even if Duffy had birdied there, I still think it 
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would have been the prudent play for me. 

 
Q.  With the way that you were playing after the first six holes and they were 
playing, did you see this as being a potential shootout and do you start 
thinking, boy, what kind of number is going to be needed today? 

 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, I don't think I got ahead like that because there's enough 
holes in there, 7, 8, 9 are difficult and you've got a lot of par 4s and you have a couple 

of those water holes that can sneak up on you.  But it did feel like if you hit two good 
shots on a hole you were going to have a good chance on a birdie, right, because the 

greens are holding, the greens are rolling nicely, the fairways are generous.  So it 
was more of an, all right, let's see if we can figure out a way to have a good birdie 

chance on this hole.  And in our group we missed a number of good birdie chances.  

We made a lot of birdies but nobody made them all, nobody made all their putts.  I 
think there might have been some lower scores out there than what we shot, maybe a 

couple 64s? 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Yeah, Jim Rutledge had 64. 

 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  So it was never like, okay, if I get to 16 I win the tournament.  That 

was never really the deal.  What I liked about what we did and how we started is we 
told the rest of the field goodbye, right?  All you guys at 7, 8, 9, you're not in the 

tournament, you're playing for 4th or 5th.  Unless we have a blowup, we're not going 
to fall back into the peloton, so you don't always get that.   

 

Sometimes when you're leading the tournament you're watching -- I'm watching 
Bernhard, I'm watching Bernhard, I'm watching Bernhard, and then all of a sudden, 

What do you mean Russ is one ahead of me, right?  So that was not going to happen 
this week.  Olin was in front of us and playing well but he always seemed to be just 

one step, but he ended up being that far from being in a playoff, didn't he?  

 
Q.  How does this compare to your two wins at Pebble as far as what was it like 
down the stretch?  I'm guessing you didn't have all three people in the last 
group tied? 

 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  You know, the last win at Pebble I was playing with Bernhard in 

the last round and I think he might have gone one ahead with a birdie on 11, and he 

and I were kind of fighting it out down the stretch and he made a bogey or two and I 
made a couple of birdies, but then I started hitting it all over the lot and making some 

nice pars to save.  For me in my career I've never won out here on this side of the 
world.  I've got a couple wins at Pebble and Tucson and Reno and L.A.  I'm a West 

Coast guy through and through, so to win on this Bermudagrass is I think a little bit of 

a minor miracle for me. 
 

Q.  Just following up on that, so since you got the better of Bernhard in those 
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two tournaments, do you feel like you're his nemesis now? 

 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  No, we're just going to say the sample size is still very small.  He's 

awesome to play with.  I'm telling you, you know the guy, he's such a great competitor 
and he's such a nice man.  He brings his game every single week and it's just -- he's 

a guy you want to emulate.  It's hard to get frustrated with a guy like that because he 

just does all the right stuff, so it's fabulous.  We were joking last week, if you shot one 
shot worse than Bernhard every day all year, what would you finish on the money 

list?  Somebody goes 2nd, right, because it just feels that way sometimes.  I'm thrilled 
to win the tournament, I'm thrilled to do it in the presence of Duffy and Bernhard.  I 

feel bad for Duffy, he's gotten beat by Nevada-Reno guys the last two weekends, so 
he shoots 30 under par and hasn't got the trophy, but when he wins one he's going to 

win a bunch. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  You've got two Nevada-Reno back to back.  

 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  One for the Wolfpack, baby.   

 

Q.  Is Bernhard human then, I guess, to follow up on your comment? 
 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Yeah.  No, I don't want to go there.  You don't, either. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Kirk.  Appreciate the Tour de France reference.  
 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  It's not quite the Olympics.  
 


