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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   KIRK TRIPLETT 
Saturday, February 15, 2014  
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Kirk, the second consecutive 5-under 67, maybe just go 

through your round a little bit, just some thoughts on your 10-under right now and tied 
for the lead. 

 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Yeah, how about that?  Well, the biggest thing for me the last two 
days, no bogeys.  I've made some birdies, I've hit some nice shots, I've hit some poor 

shots and gotten away with them, so that's going to put you usually pretty close.  The 
conditions today, that hard west wind, we had the same conditions in the pro-am.  

This is my first time at this event and I feel pretty fortunate that I'm out there playing in 

the hard wind, but I've already seen it so I know how the course is playing and you 
have a lot of these left-to-right wind holes, the difficult holes coming in, 7, 8, 9 on the 

front, 16, 17 18 on the back so you have a little bit of experience and I think that 
helped me at least make some pars. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Go through your birdies starting at No. 3. 

 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  No. 3, that hole was fairly reachable today, I hit two shots to the 
front edge and then pitched it up there to six inches and tapped it in for par.  Next 

hole, that was the par 5, it was playing straight downwind.  I hit a driver and a 3-wood 
just left of the green, made a nice putt, made about a 10-foot putt where I wasn't sure 

what it was going to do and I decided at the last minute and I played for the wind, I 

played it outside the right edge and it broke right in.  12, yeah, that was a mistake.  
Tucked pin way left, shot's 180, playing 205 and I hit a 3 iron that almost flew in the 

hole.  I was trying to hit it 10 feet, 15 feet right of the hole to the back of the green; it 
ended up six, eight feet away and I rolled that one in.  

 
DAVE SENKO:  Another par 5, 13. 

 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Just two good shots down to about 90 yards and hit a little chip 
pitching wedge in there about six feet and made that. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Then no. 16. 

 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Oh, beautiful shot on 16.  I felt pretty fortunate, Duffy went first and 
he was kind of between 8 and 9 iron and he hit an 8 and it went too far, so then I 

knew immediately.  That pin was in the right-hand corner of the green, and when he 
hit 8 too far, I knew that 8 was the right club for me.  I made a nice swing and got it in 

there about six feet behind the hole.  
 

DAVE SENKO:  Saves at all?  
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KIRK TRIPLETT:  Good save on 18, hit a driver and 4 iron into that back bunker, kind 

of thinking that was maybe the best place to play from as opposed to being 50 feet 
short.  Then when I got up there and looked at the slope and the lie and all that other 

stuff I was wishing I hit a 5 iron, but I played a real nice bunker shot out to about three 
feet and made that to keep the momentum going.  

 

Q.  You talked about having experience in the wind a day or two earlier. 
 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Yeah, on Thursday during the pro-am the wind was this exact 
direction and about this strength as well. 

 
Q.  So when you had that happen, do you almost like put certain things in your 
memory bank that, okay, if the wind is like this later in the tournament, that this 
and this is what I have to do?  
 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, I don't think you consciously make that when you're playing 
that first day, but when I'm out there today I know about how far left-to-right my 

5 iron's going to move in this wind and how much room I've got to give it, and I know 

that when I'm hitting those shots in the left-to-right wind I really have to stay with it, 
otherwise I'm going it lose them to the right.  If you only get that shot a couple of 

times, it's hard to convince yourself to do that, but when you've done it half a dozen 
times on Thursday and then you're doing it again today, it becomes easier as you do 

it more.  I think that's the experience factor there.  Now, if the wind turns around and 
blows the other way, I'll probably be scratching my head and some of these other 

guys who've played here for 10 years may be going, oh, this is more what we're used 

to. 
 

Q.  Do you find yourself you have to concentrate more when you come to a 
course and you haven't played it?  Do you think that's helped you play so well 
and not make any bogies?  
 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, I think not making any bogeys has just been my misses have 

been in the right spots and I've drawn good lies and hit some nice pitch shots and 
made a couple nice putts, too.  Some of that is just good fortune, but there is a certain 

element to not knowing where the difficulty is, right, and just focusing on where you 
want to hit the ball.  I find that very often on Tuesday on a practice round, whether it's 

because it's a practice round or whether it's because my caddie's going okay, right of 

that tree, right of that tower, when you're really focused in on where you want to hit 
the ball, instead of man, I remember this hole, if you hit it a little bit short right and it 

runs down that hill and you can't get it up and down, that's a whole different mindset 
as opposed to, hey, hit it right at that spot.  I think that's the battle for all of us is to 

avoid playing, you know, away from the trouble and make sure that we play 

aggressively to the line that we really want to play to.  Usually by the end of the week 
the guy that does that the best is the guy that wins the tournament. 
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Q.  Were there any factors that led you to coming here this year?  
 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  Yeah, I'm eligible. 

 
Q.  I'm wondering was there a reason -- 
 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  This is only my second full year.  Last year I couldn't play, we had 
some family stuff going on so I missed this event last year.  No, when you're a 

Champions Tour guy, you play every week they let you because pretty soon you don't 
get to play anymore. 

 
Q.  You've won I believe on the TOUR in 2012 and 2013? 

 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  I won once each over the last two years. 
 

Q.  How do you feel about tomorrow and making it three for three? 
 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, that's the result, everybody wants that result, but there's a lot 

of work to do between now and then.  I'm thrilled to be in this position tied, one 
behind, one ahead, whatever it works out, but that's what I've enjoyed so far about 

the Champions Tour.  You know, at the end of my career on the regular TOUR, the 
last four, five years I could feel like I could play pretty well and still be a lot of guys 

away from the leader.  I feel like out here, if I play my game and I do well, I can't go 
out there and knock it around, I have to play well, but if I play well at some point on 

Sunday I'm going to feel like hey, if I have a run here or if I play these next half a 

dozen holes well, I have a chance to win this golf tournament.  I had that chance a 
few times last year and hopefully I'll have it tomorrow.  You're not trying to win 

Saturday afternoon or Saturday night, right, you're just trying to stay in that okay, 18th 
hole, hit it at this line, that line.  Then you start thinking, okay, I'm a little bit behind, I 

need to maybe play a little bit more aggressively.  The other side of it is you can't all 

of a sudden go, hey, I've got a lead now so I need to not hit it here or not hit it there.  
You've got to keep -- you kind of have to keep doing the same thing.  Maybe you just 

move that target line tighter if you're behind and a little bit wider if you're ahead.  But 
that doesn't happen early in the round tomorrow either, that's late in the round. 

 
Q.  Obviously there are other guys that can come up there but what's it going to 
be like going up against Bernhard who's had success here?  Well, more than 
just here.  
 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  They say he's human, but I don't know, I don't know.  He's played 
some nice rounds.  He played a lot of nice rounds last year, was in contention a lot of 

times, maybe didn't get the results he was looking for a lot of times last year.  Looks 

to me like he's kind of on a mission this year.  He's the ultimate of our Champions 
Tour sport, right, because he's out there, he's preparing, he's working, he's playing 

the same way that he played, he's treating this tournament playing it like it was the 
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Masters, right, and not all the guys do that.  A lot of the guys do, but not everybody 

can pull themselves into that mindset week after week.  A lot of guys can do it for 
four, five or eight or 10 weeks out of the year.  He does it for 20-plus weeks out of the 

year, which my hat's off to him, that's fantastic, that's what we're all trying to 
accomplish. 

 

Q.  Maybe to piggyback, but do you feel more confident on the Champions 
Tour?  I'm sure you were confident on the PGA TOUR but do you feel like you 
have a better chance to win? 
 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, yeah, but that just goes without saying, right?  If you're 100th 
in the world and the top 100 players aren't playing, you feel like you have a good 

chance that week, right?  The best golf that's being played is on the PGA TOUR.  

Those guys aren't playing out here, right?  If they were, we would be chasing them.  
10-under wouldn't be leading, somebody would be lower than that from those tees 

and these conditions.  Just playing the last couple years, watching what it takes to win 
the tournaments, pretty hard for me to conceive of shooting 22-under at Hawaii a few 

weeks ago no matter how well I play, right?  But out here I played well the last two 

days, I didn't play my absolute out-of-my-mind best, so I feel if I play good solid golf 
I'm going to have a chance to win a golf tournament and at the end of my PGA career 

I didn't feel that way. 
 

Q.  Finally, is there a difference between playing in the final group to you? 
 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Versus the group before?  I don't think so.  I think as long as you're 

within the last three or four groups and as long as you're within that two or three shots 
at the turn.  I've always felt like if you're within three shots with nine holes to go, that's 

very manageable either way because, as I tell my kids all the time regarding sport, it's 
hard to close any event out, doesn't matter if it's a basketball game, football game, 

golf tournament, doesn't matter what it is, it's human nature. 

 
Q.  Bernhard parred the last hole, so you're tied with Bernhard right now.  
 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  All right.  If I could just stay tied with Bernhard all year long.  I'm 

behind already.   
 


