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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  BERNHARD LANGER 
Friday, February 14, 2014  
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Bernhard, thank you for joining us.  Great start, 8-under 64, 

looks like eight birdies and no bogeys.  Maybe just tell us about your day. 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  That's always good, no bogeys, that always sounds good, 

and birdie sounds even better.  Yeah, I played very nicely.  I hit a lot of good shots 
and putted well and that's always key.  If you make some putts, you can go low.  If 

you don't make putts, it's very difficult.  I hit a lot of greens, didn't have too many 
struggles of saving par, played the par 5s very well, couldn't reach any of them in two 

and yet birdied all four of them.  So that's a nice feast or feat, whatever.  Do you need 

any details? 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Yeah, your birdies, you had three in a row. 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I missed a birdie putt on 1 from about 15 feet, just 
lipped out.  Then 2 was a great birdie, it's a very long hole, hit a 3 iron about 22 feet 

short online and made it.  Then the par 5 -- actually I did reach that par 5, I was 

wrong -- I hit driver, 3-wood, had an eagle putt from about 30 feet and just two-putted.  
Then No. 4 was a 3-wood off the tee, pitching wedge to about six feet. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  The next par 5, No. 6?  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  That was driver in the right semi rough there, I had to lay up 
with a 6 iron short of the bunker, then pitching wedge about 15 feet. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  9? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I saved par on No. 7, the next hole.  I hit a really good tee 

shot, had mud on the ball and hit 7 iron and the mud was on the right so I knew there 

was a good chance to go right, but the pin was -- I mean, mud on the right, the ball 
would go left.  So pin was on the right, I didn't want to miss the green right, so I aimed 

straight at it and sure enough it hooked off and because it was hooking it didn't stop 
and went into the back rough.  That was a pretty tough up and down, hit it to about 

12, 15 feet and made a great par putt there to keep the momentum going. 

 
Then No. 9 was driver, 7 iron and about 14 feet. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  The next par 5, 13? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  13 was a driver, layup with a 4 iron, lob wedge to about five 

feet. 
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DAVE SENKO:  16, par 3?  

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  16 was an 8 iron and again about a 15-footer, 14-footer.  17 

was a driver in the right rough, 6 iron layup, full sand wedge again to about 15 feet.  
 

Q.  Bernhard, you mentioned out there you changed something with your 
putting.  Was it something you just went back to that you've been doing before 
or what was the process, and I assume you were struggling and you changed?  
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I basically I'm standing further away, that's really all that is.  

It just changes my stroke a little bit.  I've messed around with that in the past, 
standing closer, standing further away, just get a better release. 

 

Q.  You hear the defending stuff a lot.  Is there any secret to that, just start over 
and not worry that you won, or is there a lot of confidence because you've been 
in the spot before? 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  It's basically, you know, it was 12 months ago, so it has no 

influence on this tournament right now.  Generally when you've won somewhere you 
know how to play the course, you feel somewhat comfortable.  I've certainly feel 

pretty good on this golf course, and not just here, I've had a really good stretch with 
this tournament over the years.  I've been in contention just about every single time 

I've teed it up here, so it's a nice place for me to come back to.  I live two hours from 
here in Boca and we have similar grasses over there, so I'm kind of used to the type 

of greens and fairways and Florida golf.  I feel very much at home. 

 
Q.  We were looking and you've been in the Top 10 in 37 of your last 46 events 
on the Champions Tour.  Is this the best stretch that you've ever played at any 
level as far as consistency goes? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, it's interesting that you asked that.  You know, I've 
always -- not always, but I had many, many years in my career where I was really 

consistent.  I think I almost broke the consecutive whatever cut record on the 
European Tour, which was 70-something in four and a half years or whatever of not 

missing a cut or something like that.  But certainly the last few years have been -- you 
know, I had my surgery in, when was that, 2011 I guess.  That kind of knocked me 

back because I was hurting for three months, played hurt and then had the operation.  

Then it took nine months of rehab to be free of pain, so it was literally the whole year.  
I won here but I don't know how I did it because I was hurting pretty good at that 

point.  Immediately after this tournament or shortly after that I considered my surgery.  
Anyways, that was really the only year, you know, that I didn't finish -- well, the other 

five years I played I won the money list on this Tour and that's hard to do.  There's a 

lot of competition out here.  I don't even play every tournament.  There's guys that 
play more than I do so they have more opportunities to make more money.   
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So my play has certainly been very consistent, very good, and certainly the last seven 

or eight years, like I just said on TV with Billy Ray Brown, I said I still feel like I can 
improve my golf swing, I feel I still can get better and I feel I have been getting better.  

I hit a lot more quality shots.  I might lose some strength, some flexibility compared to 
20, 30 years ago and compared to the younger guys, but I know my swing better, I 

know some shots and shots I can hit and shots I can't hit and course management 

and the whole bit.  I have more wisdom, more knowledge.  So with all that you can 
make up for what you're lacking in distance. 

 
Q.  You've said technically you're strong as ever, right? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, technically I think I'm as good as I've probably been in 

my career, it's just the body doesn't feel as good as it used to and you sometimes 

count those things that you could, sometimes you wake up with pains and aches and 
you've just got to live with that.  As I said, for the most part you can make up some of 

that by just what you learned over the years. 
 

Q.  You talked a little bit about tweaking your putting.  Do you find yourself 
making many tweaks over the last few months or do you need to do that 
because of the way you've played? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, we're constantly trying to improve.  Every golfer, you 

don't want to stand still because to stand still is like getting worse.  You're constantly 
trying for that little edge on somebody else or, you know, we all know if we play 

perfect golf we would hit 18 fairways, 18 greens and hit 18 putts.  Nobody's ever done 

that and nobody will ever do it, but we want to get there as close as possible.  So 
there's always ways to improve, but at this stage I'm just trying to stay healthy 

because I feel if I stay healthy and reasonably strong I can still compete at this level 
for a number of years, but we don't know what the future holds so take it one day at a 

time. 

 
Q.  When you decided to move back, did you mess around with some different 
things?  What was the process?  Do you say, well, I'm just going to go back to 
this and we'll see how I play today? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Back to what, sorry? 

 

Q.  Back to standing a little bit further back on your putting.  
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, I just putted poorly last week.  On Friday I putted 
poorly and on Saturday I didn't putt well.  I was 6-under for the tournament playing 

pretty good golf but I wasn't satisfied with my putting.  So I was practicing for an hour, 

hour and a half and talking to a couple of people that I trust and, you know, one of 
them said, well, try standing a little further away.  I tried that and said that actually 

feels pretty good, so I took it out on Sunday and, as I said, drained a number of putts.  
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It might not last forever, but right now it's working. 

 
Q.  You said you try to stay healthy and you're trying to keep your strength and 
flexibility as good as you possibly can.  In doing that are you a gym rat?  
What's your regimen in the course of a day or week to try to stay healthy and 
strong? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I'm not a gym rat.  I like going to the gym on a daily basis but 

I'm not spending six hours in there or four hours.  My body couldn't take that.  I do 
stretch every day, morning and evening for about half an hour.  That's no matter on 

top of whether I work out or not.  I like to work out at least every second day as well or 
do something.  It might not be a strenuous workout every time, but at least keep the 

body moving and just do a few exercises, that's all it is. 

 
Q.  You won't be impressing Gary Player though? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I don't think I would, no.  Nobody would impress Gary 

Player.  If he would watch me with my eating habits, he certainly would not be 

impressed.  He would give me a litany of stuff that I shouldn't be doing. 
 

Q.  Several of those shots that you hit were from a great distance today.  When 
you hit one like you did on No. 2, does that kind of make that hole seem a little 
bit bigger and make you think you can make more of those long ones when you 
get one early like that?  
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, it's just -- as I said, I putted really well last Sunday 
and it just feels comfortable.  I like the speed of the greens.  The hard part is to read 

the greens and then obviously hit the putt on that perfect line with the perfect speed, 
so there's more to that but if you feel comfortable it certainly helps.  I hit a good putt 

on No. 1 that didn't go in, but I knew I hit a good putt because I read it wrong.  I just 

kept hitting a number of good putts.  As we just heard, I made a lot of 15-footers, you 
know, 16, 14, whatever they were in that range, and that's key because when I play 

well I hit a lot of clubs in that range, between 10 and 20 feet.  If I can make some of 
those, I'm going to have a good day. 

 
Q.  You mentioned your consistency.  Is there some reason that you're able to 
stay -- you know, keep yourself from making more big mistakes than some of 
the other guys? 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  I don't know, I can't talk for the other guys.  I don't know 
what makes them make mistakes or whatever.  I just play my own game.  There's 

certain flags you go for and there's certain flags you don't go for.  I made one mistake 

today when I had that mud ball, I should have hit an 8 iron instead of a 7 iron because 
I knew it was going to go left hooking and all the trouble was long and not short.  I 

went for the perfect shot and I shouldn't have done that and almost paid the price, but 
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a good putt saved me anyways.   

 
So I can't talk for the other guys, I just play my own game, I have my own game plan.  

There's enough holes to attack out here and there's some where you just be happy 
with par and if you make a birdie, fantastic.  But it's a really good golf course, it's not a 

pushover golf course, you've got to play your ball around here.  

 
Q.  There's so many players, your fellow European Tour players, Colin has 
arrived here.  Do you get along pretty well?  What do you expect from him?  Do 
you think he'll be around here for a long time? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, again, it all depends on if he stays healthy and if he 

has the desire to do this because it's harder for him.  He's based in Europe and I've 

done that for years, I know what that's like flying over here, playing one or two and 
flying back, doing that six to 10 times a year.  That's not easy and it doesn't get easier 

as you get older, but this is the best Senior Tour in the world and I think he enjoys 
being out here.  I could see him play at least five or six years out here if he's healthy, 

but it all depends on his desire.  He certainly could be one of the leading players out 

here if he determines to practice and spend the time to put into it, so we'll see what 
the future holds. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Okay.  Any more questions?  Thank you, Bernhard. 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  You're welcome.  
 
 


