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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  MIKE GOODES   
Friday, February 14, 2014  
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Mike, thank you for joining us.  Good start, 4-under, looks like 

five birdies, one bogey.  Maybe just some quick thoughts on your day and then we'll 
go through your card real quick and get some questions. 

 

MIKE GOODES:  Yeah, I mean, for most of the round I hit the ball really good, most 
all the fairways, a lot of greens.  Early in the round I missed the -- I hit 13 in two.  I 

started on 10, so I parred 10, 11, 12, and then I knocked it in 13 in two and 
two-putted.  On 14 I hit a good drive, I hit it in the front bunker and made a really good 

about 8- or 10-foot par putt.  Then the next hole, 15, I hit it in the left bunker and 

made another about 6- or 8-foot par putt.  I really felt like it kind of made the round, 
you don't give the birdie back right away and you make a couple good putts.  Then I 

birdied the next hole, 16, the par 3, and 17 I hit it really close on 17 too.  Not in two, I 
mean my third shot.  Those two par putts I really felt like it got my round going.  It kind 

of makes you feel like you don't have to hit every shot perfect to play good. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  16, what did you hit on 16, the par 3?  

 
MIKE GOODES:  I hit 7 iron maybe about 10 feet. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  And then you said 17 you came close?  

 

MIKE GOODES:  Yeah, a foot. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  What did you hit?  
 

MIKE GOODES:  I was like 70 yards, so it was just a sand wedge. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  And birdied 3 and 6?  

 
MIKE GOODES:  Birdied 3, the par 5.  I knocked it on 3 in two and two-putted and 6 I 

got it up there about probably three and a half feet.  
 

DAVE SENKO:  Your only bogey was at 8.  What happened there?  

 
MIKE GOODES:  I hit a poor drive, I pulled my drive over in the left rough and I was 

200 yards to the front edge of the green and the pin was about 25 yards back, so I 
was trying -- I played it a little left of the green and just tried to hit the left edge and 

pulled it just left of the green and didn't get it up and down.  
 

Q.  How did you play last week and I know you've had good rounds here before 
in the ACE, I can't remember if it was at TwinEagles.  Do you have a good 
feeling when you're on this course? 
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MIKE GOODES:  Yeah, I've played good here.  Two years ago I finished tied for 3rd 
here.  I got to watch two of the most amazing rounds.  The first round I played with 

Larry Mize and he shot 62, second round I played with Kenny Perry and he shot 62.  
You don't see back-to-back 62s very often.  I may be one of the few people who ever 

played in a major tournament, I don't mean a major, a big tournament to see 62s back 

to back.  I can't remember exactly how I played here last year, but I played good at 
the Quarry one year, I played good at Treviso Bay one year.  This side of the coast 

suits me.  This course is good.  You've got to hit a lot of good shots here.  The 
fairways, they redid them and they're just spectacular, but the ball doesn't goes as far 

as it used to.  Last few years the ball would roll and roll and roll so you're hitting a 
club or two more to most holes.  We were first off of 10 and we played 18 and the 

wind was in our face and we were hitting hybrids to the green and we're normally 

hitting 7 and 8 irons to the green.  I was glad to get 4 but it was difficult.  But the 
course is spectacular.  There's not as much wind out there today and I expect there to 

be some low scores today, but you've still got to hit it, you've got to make it. 
 

Q.  How do you sustain the good round that you had today throughout the next 
two days?  Obviously, as Greg said, you had some solid rounds before here, 
but how do you sustain it throughout the whole tournament? 

 
MIKE GOODES:  Well, you know, it's the old adage, you play one shot at a time.  It 

gets real boring to say that, but you're not going to win any tournament on Saturday, 
so you just keep trying to hit good shots, give yourself birdie chances.  I think the par 

5s are very important, you need to make a lot of birdies on the par 5s.  I can get to 

most of them in two.  There's a lot longer hitters than me out here.  You just keep 
hitting fairways, hitting greens, give yourself opportunities.  You can't force it, that's 

the one thing I do know. 
 

Q.  Colin Montgomerie yesterday was talking about how 68 is par and I see 
there's like a logjam of guys at 4-under.  That probably really doesn't surprise 
you that much, does it? 

 
MIKE GOODES:  No.  The real defense here is when the wind blows, and I don't 

know what the forecast is for it but a day like this when it's five to 10 maybe there's 
going to be a lot of good scores because there's so many good ball strikers out here.  

The majority of the players hit the ball really, really good, and if you don't put wind in 

play to make it more difficult and there's not a lot of rough and the fairways are 
generous, that combination you're going to -- these guys in general are so good, 

they're going to have so many birdie opportunities.  He's right, I felt like today the par 
was a little higher than that because this morning it was cool, the ball wasn't going 

quite as far.  Once again, the fairways are so plush that it's not going as far.   

 
But I think what Colin may be referring to is on the Champions Tour you've got to 

shoot -- it's a birdie fest, you've got to get out here and make birdies.  When some of 
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the guys first come out, Billy Andrade was last week talking, he shot 1- or 2-under the 

first day or two and he's, Holy smokes, I'm getting run over by a freight train.  
Somebody plays good every day.  Now, it may not be the same guy all two or three 

days in a row, but there's a group of 80 players that are really good. 
 

Q.  At what point did you notice during the day that there's starting to be a little 
more carry with balls, not necessarily with the wind, but when you were 
shooting?  
 
MIKE GOODES:  Yeah, it started -- you know, we probably got started warming up 

good after three or four holes and it wasn't long.  Then, you know, obviously as the 
day went on it was warmer.  It just depended.  The wind's funny and I think the 

forecast was to start from the northeast and end up out of the west, so that's a lot of 

movement in one five hours or so of the forecast for our play of the wind.  As you're 
going around, we started off holes -- like I said, 18 was dead into the wind.  We were 

hitting our tee shots on 3 going in the opposite direction and we're going right in the 
wind again.  This ain't fair, it's not supposed to flip around until after I'm finished.   

 

Q.  I suppose it's better than up in North Carolina where did you see the 
Duke-North Carolina game got postponed?  
 
MIKE GOODES:  Oh, yeah, I'm a Tar Heel, of course I saw that.  Yeah, we still live 

up there and our next door neighbor sent us a picture yesterday, we got eight inches 
at our house.  It's nice to be in Florida. 

 

Q.  Steve got off to a good start.  
 

MIKE GOODES:  Yeah, wow. 
 

Q.  What did he do with the eagle? 

 
MIKE GOODES:  Wow, he started off on 10 and he hit it about two inches.  Literally, 

we thought it was right in line with the hole, we thought it was going in.  And then 11 
he hits it in the right bunker off the tee and makes it, hits just in front of the hole and 

rolls in like a putt.  So the first two holes he's 3-under and he's had two inches of 
putts.  I've never seen anything quite like that.  Then he pars 12 and makes a great 

birdie on 13 and then birdies 14, and these were making some putts there.  I went oh, 

my gosh, we're getting ready to see something special.  He played good the rest of 
the way, he played really good.  He made a bogey or two, which is not that hard to do 

with this crazy game, but he played good.  It was fun to watch that.  I thought I was 
going to see another 62.  I thought I was the man. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Thank you, Mike.  
 

MIKE GOODES:  Thanks, guys, thank you very much.   


