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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  TOM WATSON 
Thursday, February 13, 2014 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  We would like to welcome Tom Watson, the United States 2014 

Ryder Cup captain.  Tom, get us started.  You've had a busy week so far, I guess. 
 

TOM WATSON:  I have. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Quick stop in Los Angeles on the way here.  Maybe just fill us in on 

how things are going in that regard. 
 

TOM WATSON:  Yeah, yeah, just arrived back from the Hawaiian Islands on Monday 

morning and then spent a couple days in L.A. at Riviera on Tuesday, did an 
announcement for my second vice captain who I announced as Ray Floyd.  Ray, I've 

played with him on the teams, I've played on his team in 1989 and I chose him to play 
on my team in 1993, so we have a long history together, plus we're personal friends 

and enjoyed his company and I've always enjoyed his spirit and attitude about things, 
especially on the golf course, the way he gets it done.  You always hear about his 

stares, he stares right through you.  He's hard to tell if he's playing great or lousy, he's 

got that stare and he just tries on every shot and that's the type of attitude that I hope 
rubs off on the players.  I don't think they'll probably need it, but if they do need a little 

of that attitude adjustment, Ray Floyd's the guy to give them that attitude adjustment. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Well, you've played in Hawaii.  You look back on your week there 

with your game, how did you assess that? 
 

TOM WATSON:  Well, I putted like Sam Sausage.  I drove the ball well.  You really 
need to putt well there.  The greens are -- you have a lot of putts, you know, when 

you're 30 feet from the hole you should be thinking you're going to make it.  I didn't 
make too many putts, but the old golfer's lament:  God, if I putted better, I would have 

had a better chance.  Didn't make too many mistakes.  The putter was bulky to say 

the least.  But I'm looking forward to play this golf course.  I've played well here in the 
past.  You probably have a record.  I think I finished 2nd here at least twice, haven't I? 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Yeah. 

 

TOM WATSON:  I lost in a playoff to Hale Irwin one time.  I've played well at this golf 
course.  I like the golf course, feel like I'm playing pretty well right now, so I can't 

complain. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  With the Ryder Cup demands, has it taken much away from your 
golf preparation playing wise?  

 

TOM WATSON:  No, David, it really hasn't.  I play a limited schedule.  I prepare for a 
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tournament, try to keep myself in good physical shape, but I try to work into a 

tournament by getting myself tournament tough, tournament ready well before the 
week starts.  I just don't show up like I did here on Wednesday and play just one 

round on the golf course; usually I play at least two rounds on the golf course.  This is 
an unusual happening for me.  I like two rounds on a golf course to get a feel for the 

golf course, bunkers, the grasses.  I got pretty familiar with the back nine, I made five 

birdies on the back nine today, so I'm happy with that.  It gives me a pretty good 
feeling going into tomorrow. 

 
Q.  Before we ask you about the Ryder Cup, I was curious about your thoughts 
on the Champions Tour and how it's evolved in the 15 years or so that you've 
played it. 
 

TOM WATSON:  Well, I think it's going -- I know it's going strongly.  I've always said 
the beauty of the Champions Tour are the new guys who come out.  For instance, 

tomorrow I'm playing with Colin Montgomerie, eight times he led the Order of Merit in 
Europe, he had a couple really good opportunities to win the U.S. Open, so he's a hell 

of a player.  The new guys coming, new guys on the block, new guys coming out see 

if they can beat the old guys. 
 

On the other side of that coin I get to play with Hale Irwin, whom I have the greatest 
respect for as a player.  He has the best record ever on the Champions Tour, 

Senior/Champions Tour, so you see it evolve from the player's standpoint, who's 
playing and who's not. 

 

The era of the Palmers and Nicklauses and Trevinos is over, but the era now, you 
see the names of Couples and Langer and Hale's still working out there.  He's 68 

years old, is he? 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Yeah. 

 
TOM WATSON:  You've got a lot of great stories there, but you also have great 

stories in the players you never heard of.  I go back, you've got the Walt Zembriskis.  
Look at Bruce Fleisher who I think won once on the regular TOUR, came out here 

and ran the tables out here.  So you've got some great stories out here that can be 
written about and it gives a different angle to our Tour versus the other Tour.  

 

Q.  The other thing I was going to ask you about is you had mentioned Colin 
Montgomerie and he said that you coming to be captain again he said was a 
good show. 
 

TOM WATSON:  I hope it's a great show. 

 
Q.  Meg Mallon, when she was captain, was talking about how she loved it but 
she would never want do it again.  I was wondering what the incentive or what 
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led you to doing it a second time?  
 
TOM WATSON:  Well, I have a completely opposite attitude toward wanting to do it 

again.  When Ted Bishop called me I was out in the pheasant field with the Wounded 
Warriors up in South Dakota.  He said, This is Ted Bishop with the PGA and I would 

like to have a conversation with you. 

 
I said, Well, I can't do it right now, I'm a little bit busy right now.  So I called him up 

and he said he's interested in having me be the Ryder Cup captain and would I do it.  
I lied to him and I said, Well, I really need to think about this and I'll give you an 

answer shortly.  I didn't want to just jump in there and say immediately yes, but I knew 
I was going to say yes because I was always -- and I told him later, I told the whole 

PGA board, I said, I was waiting for that phone call from Ted Bishop again asking if I 

would be Ryder Cup captain, I wanted to do it again in the worst way.  '93 was a 
wonderful time, a high pressure time, pressure packed time, but it always left me 

wanting, wanting to do it again and I'm very happy to be able do it again. 
 

Q.  What led you to enter this event, particularly after eight years away?  Was it 
partly just the place and the schedule?    
 

TOM WATSON:  My wife.  She's in the cutting horse competitions now and she 
needed to get back to get ready for that, so I had to follow her back and I said, I like 

playing TwinEagles, I've always like playing here.  Plus I have a good friend down 
here, Max Puliali (ph) who I've been associated with on the TOUR now for 14 years 

and he lives here and I couldn't miss Maxi's food.  He's the best chef there ever was. 

 
Q.  Tom, at this stage in your career what do you enjoy the most about when 
you're competing when you're in the events that you still -- 
 

TOM WATSON:  Well, you hit the nail on the head, competing.  I enjoy the 

competition, putting my game on the line against everybody else.  That's me, it 
defines me.  I am a professional golfer and I still like to compete.  There are not too 

many more years left and I still have the physical ability to do it and I can still get it out 
there, I'll be competing. 

 
Q.  You mentioned the pressure back when you did it the last time.  Has it 
changed much in that there's not only media now but social media and golf has 
evolved in the last 20 years, the way you select a team and the way that this will 
be covered? 

 
TOM WATSON:  Yeah, it's different.  The social media has changed the whole 

ballgame, there's no question about that.  We don't just come in here and talk to you 

or the television camera anymore, it's using that device right there, going like this and 
hashtag and here we go.  I'll be doing a little bit of that, I'll be tweeting a little bit as the 

captain.  Not like some of it, not like some of these kids do, they're on it all the time.  
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And you have to be careful what you say sometimes.  We get a little hot out here 

sometimes, a little angry and you have to worry about -- 
 

Q.  Self edit? 
 

TOM WATSON:  You've got to put a monitor on it, a little governor on it sometimes. 

 
Q.  How about as far as the process, will that change from what you did it last 
time? 
 

TOM WATSON:  It has changed from the standpoint of the PR for the Ryder Cup.  I'll 
be having some sort of press conference on a monthly basis through September and 

into the Ryder Cup in October, and before in 1993 I can't remember two press 

conferences where I sat down and talked about the Ryder Cup, I just don't remember.  
I made my picks right there the Monday after the PGA, now we spread it out to the 

2nd of September.  So the Monday after the PGA there will be a press conference, 
there will be a press conference on September 2nd, there will be a press conference 

at the Greenbrier Classic, the Memorial, at Toshiba here in about three weeks.  It's all 

Ryder Cup related and it's the right thing to do.  The Ryder Cup is a huge event.  
What we need to do, to put it very frankly, we need to win it again.  We haven't done 

very well, seven out of the last nine Ryder Cups we've lost.  This last Ryder Cup it 
was a crushing defeat, but if I looked at it objectively it was maybe one of the best 

Ryder Cups there ever was the way it ended.  We were on the wrong side of that, but 
if you were a fan watching it, especially European fan, it still lives with you.  I 

guarantee it still lives with a lot of players who were on that Ryder Cup team and also 

players who weren't on that Ryder Cup team for the American side as it lives with me.  
 

Q.  How did you put your schedule together deciding how much you wanted to 
play?  Did you want to play more or you just knew you were going to play less 
and still be the Ryder Cup captain? 

 
TOM WATSON:  Really, just kind of fit in.  I represent the Greenbrier and I play in the 

Greenbrier Classic, so that's one of the events that I'll be out there looking at players.  
I'll certainly be at the Masters, I'll be at the British Open Championship and of course 

I'll be at the PGA.  With Andy and Ray, Andy doing his work with ESPN following 
these guys, he'll be going to Doral for several days, to hang around the players, see 

what's going on there, we're doing our due diligence trying to assess our players, see 

who's playing well. 
 

Back in '93 one of the things that I had to make a decision on was my two picks.  The 
toughest decision was those two picks because the players who were 11th and on 

down the list, they weren't playing very well.  They were missing cuts, they were 

finishing 50th and they hadn't played well for months, yet they were just right there.  
As a result I said, I'm going to go with some players who are playing but I know it had 

guts and I went with Raymond and I went with Lanny Wadkins.  They helped us win. 
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My parameters, you hope that all 12 players are playing great when they're coming to 
the Ryder Cup, that they're firing on all cylinders but that's never going to be the case.  

There are some players who will be off their game.  As a captain along with my 
co-captains and other people involved who I have involved under the radar, I'll find 

out who these players are, how they're playing, what's going on, and I'll try to get as 

current a player as possible who's playing the best.  That's kind of the leading 
parameter for me, I want guys that are playing great and doing well. 

 
That's the best of all worlds, but in 1993 it didn't happen that way and I'm prepared for 

that, too. 
 

Q.  Tom, Monty was in here earlier and he said he was going to let you bring up 
the Ryder Cup chatter tomorrow.  
 

TOM WATSON:  Oh, I'll bring it up all right. 
 

Q.  How much do you plan on bringing it up? 

 
TOM WATSON:  I'm sure it will enter into the conversation sometime. 

 
Q.  You talked about the European success.  I believe the last time the 
Americans won away from home was when you were the captain.  I'm 
wondering if you can express how important it is for you and the team to win 
that again away from home. 
 
TOM WATSON:  Well, I don't care whether we win it away from home or at home, we 

just need to win again, that's the bottom line.  I'm going to do everything in my power 
to be the best stage manager that I possibly can be, meaning I try to help set the 

stage for these players, give them what they need from the standpoint of the 

amenities that they need but more importantly, the focus, if you will.  It shouldn't be 
too tough to focus, although the nerves are a big issue.  I've said many times that the 

nerves playing on the Ryder Cup for your team and country are different, sometimes 
greater than playing for yourself.  Some of these -- most likely I'll have some new 

players and they'll feed off some of the players that they know that will be on the 
team.  I hope they feed off me and my vice captains to ask us about our experiences 

and we'll be more than willing to share our experiences with them and what it takes. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Okay.  Thank you, Tom. 

 
TOM WATSON:  Thank you.   
 


