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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   
COLIN MONTGOMERIE 
Thursday, February 13, 2014 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Colin, thanks for joining us. 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Not at all, thank you. 
 
DAVE SENKO:  A T-10 last week. 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  T-10, that's what you call it over here. 
 
DAVE SENKO:  And you had kind of -- you were all over the world prior to that. 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yes, I was. 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Maybe fill us in on the last few weeks, I know you were in South 
Africa.  
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Sure we started in South Africa in January, then we moved 
on to the Middle East for three tournaments there.  Then across to Florida from the 
Middle East, which is a nine hour time difference and I really took a long -- I'm taking 
longer as I get older to get over the jet lag.  I used to be quite good at it 25 years ago, 
but now it's taking longer so hopefully this week I can do better than T-10 as they say.  
That's tied.  We would call it 10th equal, you call it T-10.  It's the same, just a different 
wording.  You've changed it. 
 
DAVE SENKO:  How did you play last week?  
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yeah, I mean, you've got to -- I found, I keep on saying 
this, if I ever underestimated anything, it's the standard of play out here.  The 
standard of play is extremely good.  I didn't see 60 last week.  I must admit that was a 
fantastic score for Michael Allen and all credit to him for hanging on.  It's not easy to 
go out after a good round.  The one good round I ever played in my career I couldn't 
follow it up.  It's super to score 60 and two 69s to follow it to win.  All credit to him. 
 
So the standard of play's extremely good and you can't afford to score 70 as I did the 
second day.  The two 67s were competitive but the 70 wasn't.  You can't afford to 
slacken off in a three-round event as well.  I'm getting used to playing three rounds 
and not four.  It's more of a sprint than a marathon and you have to get going 
immediately.  There's no fear of a missed cut so there's no lagging up, short putts are 
a thing of the past.  It's a bit of a sprint out here.  And birdies, you've got to make 
birdies.  You know, you talk about 18-under last week, two of them got to 18-under 
and that level 66 and I was level 68.  So there's not much wrong, just a couple of 



TeeScripts.com 2 

putts here or there, but I need to do that.  I really want to win out here, so here we are 
again and I'm very fortunate to be playing here and I look forward to it, yeah. 
 
Q.  Your reception here in the States since you joined the Champions Tour, has 
it been good? 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  It has been very, very positive indeed.  Since the Hall of 
Fame announcement that I said I was coming over here in June, which was just a 
month after the Hall of Fame induction in May, it's been very warm, very welcoming.  I 
feel a real warmth here.  This is a big family here on the Champions Tour.  This is 
what all tours should be really whereby when the gun goes on Friday it's very 
competitive as it should be, but before and after it's very much more relaxed.  You 
find the player dining that we're privileged to have here that you only sit on your own 
table when the table that's available is full and then you go somewhere else.  You find 
on the PGA TOUR or even in Europe sometimes now that there's 10 players sitting 
and there's 10 tables being used, you know?  Here, there's say a table for four; well, 
that's filled and then the next one's filled.  Everybody talks to each other, everybody's 
very warm and welcoming and it's been extremely positive, yes. 
 
Q.  Does that surprise you? 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Not really, no.  I got a great reception at the Hall of Fame 
and I had spoken to Freddie Couples and Mark O'Meara and Langer, of course, who 
I've known for many years, so they have been -- and everybody that turns 50 is 
welcomed here to make this Tour stronger and better and more marketable, and this 
Tour I believe now is as strong as it's been for a number of years quality wise, player 
wise, and I'm just proud to be part of that. 
 
Q.  What precipitated all your travel to Africa, Middle East, Korea, Japan? 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Money, really.  That's usually the reason I leave home.  If I 
didn't need the money, I really wouldn't leave home at all, I'd walk my dogs around 
the pond at home, much easier.  But unfortunately I've got to pay for certain things, so 
I leave and I go off and God knows I go all over the place.  The Far East trip at the 
end of last year was all to do with Aberdeen Asset Management, who I've been 
affiliated with for about 10 years now.  They have days in Hong Kong, Korea, Japan, 
Sidney, and then home from there.  And home from Sidney, for me's opposite end of 
the world, it's like China for you guys, so it's opposite end of the world.  It's full on, 
and then the start of the year, the Volvo Champions I couldn't refuse.  It was a 
30-man field, and because I had won 10 European TOUR events, I was eligible for 
that.  Then I went to Abu Dhabi, Qatar, Dubai, which is great events, superb events.  
For those of you who haven't been out in that part of the world, it's quite superb and 
everything's seven star.  They've got a new star.  We got to five, didn't we?  Five was 
the best, and then six star.  Well, the Middle East is seven stars.  It's unbelievable, it's 
a new star.  And then come over here as well.  It's been six weeks away.  I'm 
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hopefully trying to make the British Airways flight on Sunday night from Miami.  I've 
got an 8:45 connection.  I'd love to miss it because that means I've won and then 
spend another day in Miami celebrating.   
 
So we're back home for a couple of weeks, which I need, then back out for Newport 
Beach, so I'll bring the family over there to L.A.  They haven't been to L.A. before, so I 
want to show them around there because that's a special place.  Then across to 
Biloxi, Mississippi, for the next event.  It's great, I'm looking forward to it. 
 
Q.  How much are you enjoying this part of your career getting to see some of 
those places you haven't seen before and getting this opportunity to do all 
this? 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  I've often said the country club life in America is a very 
special one and a very privileged one and one that we tend to live here, this country 
club life.  As I say, very privileged and very honored to be part of it and it's great to 
see different places.   
 
You know, to drive, I'm driving a lot now because BA, I tend to take BA from London 
to my nearest sort of port of call.  BA is a great network within the States but Biloxi, 
Mississippi, we don't fly direct there and we don't fly to Fort Myers, you know?  So 
you've got to go to the nearest hub, which is Miami, and then drive across and do 
your thing.  So yeah, I'm seeing more of America than I've ever seen before.  I've 
been here many times throughout my PGA career, but I'm seeing more of it now and 
enjoying it. 
 
Q.  There's perception and reality.  Perception is you've had your moments with 
Americans. 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Sure. 
 
Q.  You've gone to these different places and you've talked about the reception. 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yes. 
 
Q.  Do you think when they see how charming you are that the reality is maybe 
different than perception? 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yeah, I get that sometimes.  People are slightly sort of 
cagey when they first meet me because it's first impressions obviously wherever I go 
here, a lot of first impressions because I haven't been to these places before.  Oh, 
God, it's him, you know?  Then actually he's all right, he's okay.  Yeah, so it's nice to 
start from a base of zero and actually all you can do is work up from there, so it's 
actually quite good.  Yeah, I've had a great welcome, as I say, a great welcome from 
everybody in the States, yeah, yeah, fantastic. 
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Q.  Do you ever take time and look at the expressions on people's faces when 
you know they're thinking, oh, my God, he's all right? 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Oh, yes, yeah, yeah, yeah.  I realize what they're thinking.  
It is interesting, but yeah, that comes from I suppose my days of Ryder Cup stuff and 
all the stuff that went on back in the sort of mid to late '90s when I was No. 2 in the 
world really to Greg Norman, I suppose that threat was there.  It's not anymore, so it's 
a more relaxed and nicer place to be for me and them, yeah, yeah. 
 
Q.  You were talking earlier about with this being a three-day event it changes 
the dynamic. 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yes, it does. 
 
Q.  Do you feel comfortable with that?  The sense I got from what you were 
saying is maybe you have to be more aggressive?  
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yes, I do.  I was never really -- I have to change the 
ways -- obviously the majors are four rounds and the Charles Schwab Cup at the end 
of the year is four, but my game was based on a U.S. Open style game where par 
was good.  Coming over to America now knowing that 68, 68 is really par and you've 
got to be 4-under.  It doesn't really matter the conditions, either.  I mean, the scoring, 
there's someone going to shoot low, like last week.  I mean, 60, my word.  I was 
5-under and found myself 7 behind.  Whoa, serious.  And I've only got two days to 
make that up.  Normally I had three days to try to make it up, so it is difficult.  So I 
have to change the mindset slightly and be more aggressive in getting the putts to the 
hole, more of a match play aggression than it is a stroke play percentage golf that I 
used to play.   
 
So yeah, I can play that way in majors because I've got four days to do it.  Out here, 
the three-day events, I've got to change my mindset slightly.  I'm still new to this really 
in many ways and I haven't played three words since, my word, college days, were 
those three rounds?  I suppose they were.  It's that long ago.  Three rounds, it's 
slightly different, yeah.  I have to be more aggressive, you're right, I have to be and 
it's never really been my game.  I've never been a low, low scorer.  I can score 67s, 
but anything less than that was sort of beyond me.  But you need to keep going.  
Sometimes when you're -- we know ourselves when we get to 5-under or 6-under in a 
round of golf, sometimes you want off, that's enough because hang on, self doubt 
creeps in and you think you're not going to make any more birdies.  You've to keep 
going, you've got to get to 7, you've got to get to 8.  If the opportunity arises, you've 
got to keep going because someone is.  Someone out here is going to score that and 
you've got to keep up with them. 
 
Q.  But you feel you're capable of doing that? 
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COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Oh, I wouldn't be here if I didn't think that.  I wouldn't 
bother flying across the Atlantic so often.  I got season tickets, it's expensive, I've got 
to pay for it, so I wouldn't be here if I didn't think I was capable, no.  I can do it, it's just 
a matter of trying to prove it to myself that I can.  But the standard is extremely high.  
It's very, very high, the standard, and I've got to go with that, yeah, but I look forward 
to the challenge of it. 
 
Q.  Changing the subject, if you bumped into Watson this week and he said, 
Colin, give me some advice what I should do next fall at the Ryder Cup -- 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yeah, well, I'm playing with him tomorrow, I'm playing with 
him and Hale Irwin tomorrow.  He might mention it.  I'll leave it to him.  If he does 
mention it, I'll talk to him.  If he doesn't mention it, I'll leave it well alone.  I think it's a 
big -- I think it's a fantastic coup by what the PGA have done in bringing Tom Watson 
back to captain the Ryder Cup team.  He's the last captain to win away, 1993, and it's 
21 years now since the American captain has won away from home.  They brought 
back stature and class and respect into the captaincy of the Ryder Cup team, the 
PGA, and all credit to them.   
 
I'm sure that with the announcement of Ray Floyd yesterday or Tuesday as well as 
Andy North, he's got to -- Ray Floyd I always felt was possibly the most competitive 
guy out there along with Paul Azinger that I've ever come across in Ryder Cup play.  
Him and Lanny Wadkins are very, very tough competitors and they won't be going 
across to Scotland not to bring the Ryder Cup with them, so it's game on for Europe.  
It will be very close, we know that.  It's a toss of the coin either way how it goes.  The 
last couple have been half a point, which is as close as you get, and it will be a great 
event and I think all credit to the PGA of America for going away from the norm and 
thinking right, c'mon, we've got to do something here, we've got to try to win this back.   
 
We know after two losses the Americans will be very anxious to win this back as they 
were in '99 when we won it in '95 and '97, so it's game on, yeah.  I look forward to it.  I 
live about three miles from the course there at Gleneagles and I'll be there.  I might 
just cycle in because the traffic will be bad.  I might get on my bike, do me a world of 
good.  Here's Monty coming in on his bike.  It saves parking, saves the traffic jams.    
 
Q.  Plus you're environmentally conscious.  
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  I'm not using any fuel, I'm not using any CO2, my carbon 
footprint is reduced.  It's all good. 
 
Q.  Do you have a favorite Watson story or thing about him. 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  I remember playing with Tom Watson and it was sad -- 
well, I've never seen a better golf swing put on a shot with a 7 iron in 1977 at 
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Turnberry, I've never seen a better golf swing in my life than that one playing Jack 
Nicklaus.  Great iron player, Tom Watson; crisp, good rhythm, a bit like Nick Price.  
But what a golf swing he put on that shot and hit it 18 inches and thank you very 
much.  There was a sad story as well where his caddie --  
 
Q.  Bruce.  
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  -- who's passed away since, that was the last round of golf 
he was playing was in a UBS Warburg Cup match.  I played Tom Watson, I believe it 
was Sea Island.  We were the international team at the time against the Americans 
and that was the last round that Bruce Edwards actually caddied for Tom Watson and 
it was very sad in many ways, but I think we halved the match, the result didn't really 
matter of the game.   
 
But so there's, yeah, there's been sadness and there's been delight thinking about 
Tom Watson.  I was always impressed about Tom Watson.  You talk about being 
more aggressive, I was always impressed the way Tom Watson hit his putts past the 
hole, always very aggressive putter and aggressive player and you don't get -- you 
know, you look back at one's career and possibly I should have been a little bit more 
aggressive in these majors to try and pick one off.  You know, even in these majors, 
these U.S. Opens the way the setup was good but was it good enough, you know?  I 
was always impressed with Tom Watson as a gentleman as well.  And he's got huge 
respect in Scotland when he comes over there.  Four out of his five British Opens 
were won in Scotland.  He's extremely popular in Scotland and, as I say, that's a 
fantastic coup for the PGA to have selected him and him to say yes as well.  It's a big 
ask and to do that again at his age and to bring colleagues of his back that competed 
with him understand him and understand the game so much.  Tom Watson played for 
Ray Floyd, Ray Floyd played for Tom Watson.  Yeah, game on for the Europeans, I 
can tell you. 
 
Q.  Changing the subject --  
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Good. 
 
Q.  --  the Aberdeen Center in honor of your mom, that has to be a special treat. 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yeah, you know, I've never won a major championship 
and to open that was really a major in itself.  For that particular center we raised 
$5 million to have that built in record time in Aberdeen.  Of course the economic 
situation in Aberdeen is very different than most of Britain because of the oil and gas 
situation off our coast, but there's a lot of wealth there from America of course; a lot of 
America companies, from Houston as well, you know, the oil capital of America.  We 
raised a lot of money, $5 million in very short time in just under three years to build 
that center and it has my mum's name in it.  It is the Montgomerie building and it's 
great.  It opened its doors and it's helping cancer patients and their families with 
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practical emotional support that these patients and families require.  More so the 
families almost to understand what's going on or what happens.  Unfortunate to say 
there's 80 patients coming through the door every day and that's sad to say.   
 
But these places are required and it's great that it happened within my father's 
lifetime.  He's 84, he's still going strong; too strong really.  It's great to have him there 
for the opening especially, that was great.  And there's one more opening in Glasgow 
in May coming up that we had to raise another, what, $2 or $3 million for.  So it's 
been amazing the support that we've had from Britain, from Scotland knowing that the 
battle that most people have with cancer.  So yeah, it's been a real delight, yeah, a 
real honor, yeah, to be associated with something that seems to be putting something 
back, yeah. 
 
Q.  Your dad was the general manager at Turnberry? 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Troon, Royal Troon Golf Club, yeah.  He was the general 
manager there.  He had finished business and he was in the cookie business actually, 
believe it or not, hence my excess weight.  And they were warm then, I got them right 
off the conveyor belt, they were bloody good, you know?   
 
So yeah, he sort of took early retirement in what now, let me think.  It was just as I 
was turning pro, so about '88, and did two Opens at Troon, '89 open, which 
Calcavecchia won, and in 1997 which Justin Leonard won.  So he did two Open 
Championships there as general manager and retired in '97 when he was 67.  He's 
now 84 so he's been retired since then.  So he finished off his sort of working career 
as general manager.  He goes in and cleans up really, tidies up, which he enjoyed.  
But he had some great people coming through the doors during that time.  Obviously 
with two Open Championships played, the world's golfers arrived and played at that 
time.  So it was good for him, yeah, yeah.  
 


