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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  MICHAEL ALLEN 
Thursday, February 13, 2014 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Michael, thanks for joining us.  You come in coming off a great 

win last week where you tied the Champions Tour scoring record with your 60.  
Maybe just talk a little about last week and that great start and then looking ahead to 

this week. 

 
MICHAEL ALLEN:  You know, last week was obviously a bit of a surprise to go out 

and shoot a score like that.  It was a great start.  It was to me something I wanted -- 
when you get off to that start, I wanted to make sure I finished it off.  In the end it kind 

of came down on me, I wanted to make sure that, you know, you don't want to be that 

trivia question, who shot the lowest score in Champions Tour history, and oh yeah, by 
the way, did he win or not?  So at least I was able to finish it off so that was a nice 

little challenge and that made it fun.  It was a great start and then it was a great finish 
because in the end I was able to win, so all the good things happened that I wanted 

to happen that week and then some. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  You had a chance to play in a pro-am here.  Course conditions right 

now?  You've played here before, anything new this year?  
 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Well, the fairways and all look fantastic.  I guess they've redone 
them from what I hear.  They look great.  Today the course was quite wet, extremely 

long, and it was an extremely early tee time for the Champions Tour, I think we're 

against those.  Overall the golf course looks fantastic, in great shape and it was nice 
to see some wind out here today.  Hopefully it will dry out a little bit so we can get 

some run because right now it's playing really long and pretty wet. 
 

Q.  When you're in that moment when you're in the process of shooting 60, at 
what point does it click in that, wow, this could be a really good day?  Does it 
enter your mind that you could shoot a 60 at any particular point? 

 
MICHAEL ALLEN:  You know, I've never really been a person to really think about 

score.  You go out and do the best you can.  I try to stay as aggressive as I can on 
every hole.  The only time I really thought about a score really was my 15th hole, 

which was the 6th hole.  Tom Kite had a putt of about 30 feet but right on the same 

line as I had, I was on top of the hill.  That was the only time I actually thought to 
myself, you know, if I can make this, I'm not quite sure where I stand but I think I can 

birdie two of the last three and maybe have a chance of shooting 59.  I guess I did 
know where I stood somewhat, I guess probably as much from the leaderboard as 

everything else.   
 

Having said that, I didn't hit a very good putt there knowing where the putt went and 

there went that idea, so after that I was just keep finishing out.  It's not like I was 
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leading by a lot of shots, I was only leading by a shot or two at the time.  It wasn't like 

go to sleep, get your job done; I wanted to keep pushing forward and all that.  I was 
able to, I started hitting some really nice shots, so the day finished out great. 

 
Q.  Did you feel like you were in a zone?  Sometimes golfers will get a score like 
that and they said, well, I just saved myself with some really good putting.  How 
did you feel on that round? 
 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  You know, I got off to a good start on the front nine, I was able to 
make an eagle on the 9th hole, so I guess that's 6-under.  I wasn't really thinking 

anything really low.  Next hole's a par 5, make sure to get our 4.  I didn't really make 
any long putts that day.  I did make a couple of, like the 2nd hole I made a nice kind 

of maybe 20-footer, 18-footer.  I missed one on the 3rd hole.  The 4th hole I chipped 

in, that was the big one for me, I chipped in on that hole.  I hit a 3-wood and I had a 
90-yard shot and I absolutely cold chunked it short of the green and chipped in.  I 

didn't hit really a good chip, it was a little bit skulled, it was going to be a bit hot and it 
one, two bounced right into the hole.  That was kind of a turning point, you've kind of 

done something stupid and bad and it turns into a bogey.  But from that point on that 

kind of made me figure out what I was really doing wrong in my swing, not that it was 
terrible or nothing but it really helped clean it up and get the impact a little better.  So 

from that point on I hit the ball fantastic.  Next hole I hit the ball to a foot, it was four 
feet on 7 and six or seven feet on 9 for 60.  I didn't make a lot of crazy putts.  I made 

one on my 9th hole, the 18th hole for about 20 feet right after Lu hit it from the exact 
same spot so I had a pretty good line.  That was I'm sure the longest putt I made that 

day.  I made a good one on like 12, my third birdie, I made another one about 25 feet.  

That was really it, I missed some shorter ones, too.  It was one of those nice days I 
didn't feel was anything super special but I was doing a lot of things right. 

 
Q.  How are you feeling coming into this week?  Does it feel like, hey, I just won 
Sunday or does it seem like a while ago?  I know some guys, I think Loren won 
a couple events, first three I think one time and I know Hoch's got off to good 
starts.  Do you feel like hey, I'm going to go get this one or this is a new week, I 
have to start over? 
 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  I always feel like I have to start over, I want to always try and get 
my game back.  I've been working on my chipping and probably have a new putter in 

the bag.  I just got a few things I want to kind of keep cleaning up.  I know I can still do 

a few things better because those weekend scores weren't phenomenal.  They were 
good, solid stuff.  Especially leading, I should have done better.  I didn't feel I wasted 

too much.  I haven't been in that situation too many times to really know.  Those guys 
have won a lot of tournaments, I haven't.  I'm taking it as a new experience, I'm the 

only guy who has a chance to win two in a row, so I'm going to enjoy that and see if I 

can go out tomorrow and get aggressive and get after it and get myself up on the 
leaderboard and get close for Sunday. 
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Q.  When we talked yesterday you had mentioned that by and large there's 
usually about a dozen golfers who are usually in the hunt with an occasional 
guy making a charge. 
 
Is there anything different from this week with either the conditions or the 
course that would lead you to think maybe otherwise? 

 
MICHAEL ALLEN:  You know, I would think normally this is a course that is a little bit 

more of a challenge for most of us, a little bit longer.  You've got some wind, you've 
got some pretty good shots out there on certain holes.  So that usually separates it a 

little bit.  But I think these conditions, as I say, the course is pretty soft.  I'm sure 
they're going to move the tees up a bit because some of the guys are going to have a 

hard time out there from where it's playing and how soft it is.  Other than that the 

greens are beautiful and they're soft, they're receptive.  You get those kinds of 
conditions, there's a lot of great players out here that are going to shoot some good 

scores.  I don't think it's going to be a course this week unless it dries out that's really 
going to separate a ton of guys. 

 

Q.  Could it dry up, do you think, because it's kind of windy? 
 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Yeah, I think the wind, it's definitely warming up now.  I think with 
those kinds of conditions around here, if we don't get too much more rain it will be 

nice.  The way it is, it's still in beautiful shape, it's playing very long right now. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Michael. 

 
MICHAEL ALLEN:  You got it. 
 


