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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  HAL SUTTON 
Wednesday, February 12, 2014 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Hal, thanks for joining us.  I know it's been kind of somewhat 

well documented, your hip replacements.  You had a chance last week to come back 
to your first event since your most recent hip replacement.  Maybe just take us back 

to the end of last year, you know, what transpired in the replacement and just how 

things went the first event back. 
 

HAL SUTTON:  You know, I had the hip replacement the year before that and I 
thought that was going to be enough, it wasn't.  The other hip was just as bad.  I 

played 14 or 15 events last year and couldn't take it any longer and I quit and had it 

replaced October the 8th.  We've had a cold winter, I didn't do a whole lot, and 
rehabbed and played last week, first event back out, was able to walk the whole way 

without pain, no limp, and actually played halfway decent on the weekend for a 
change.  I had developed a lot of bad habits when I was just swinging with my arms 

because I couldn't move my hips, so I've got to break those.  I asked the doctor who 
is here in Naples, I asked him if he would go ahead and take the demons out of my 

head when he had me under, but he decided he wasn't qualified to do that. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  You were talking about the habits you developed.  How much work 

goes into getting rid of those and how do you go about doing it?  Did you have 
somebody take a look at video or is it just feel of playing?  

 

HAL SUTTON:  It's just feel of playing.  You know, as a player who competes, you're 
going to do whatever you have to do in order to get the ball to go where you want it to 

go, and if you can't move your body, you'll try to do it with your arms, which is what I 
did for three years.  When I started back to playing a couple of months ago, I could 

feel that I had the use of my body again and you can really feel an overuse of your 
arms when your body's moving, too.  So immediately you start trying to marry them 

up together again.  I don't think it will take that long to do that. 

 
Q.  So it sounds like you're running into a situation of like overcompensating or 
trying to compensate for -- 
 

HAL SUTTON:  Well, I was compensating for the lack of no body movement 

basically.  We do what we have to do in order to compete.  My advice to anybody out 
there that's trying to play golf with severe joint pain, stop, get the joint replaced and 

then go back and play golf. 
 

Q.  Did you have the procedures done here in Naples? 
 

HAL SUTTON:  I did. 
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Q.  So you're pretty familiar with this area? 

 
HAL SUTTON:  Yeah, yeah, I know a lot about this area, yeah, I do. 

 
Q.  So was this kind of a constant conversation you've had from the time you 
had the first surgery and you said a few months later, just -- 
 
HAL SUTTON:  Well, he took x-rays of my other hip and MRI and he said, Your right 

hip is just as bad at your left but you've been feeling it mostly in your left hip.  When 
the pain is gone from your left hip, you're going to start feeling your right hip.  It took 

about three months before I was really as deeply involved with pain with my right hip 
as I was with my left.  There's always that hope that it's going to get better, but it's 

not. 

 
Q.  How did you deal with the pain?  
 
HAL SUTTON:  Lots of Advil and, you know, hope you can get through it. 

 

Q.  Who was the doctor in Naples? 
 

HAL SUTTON:  Mort Bertram.    
 

Q.  Have you made concessions with your two new hips as far as fitness and 
exercise? 

 

HAL SUTTON:  Well, I've lost 40 pounds, so I guess when you say make 
concessions, you rehab them and you do the things you need to do in order to get 

back. 
 

Q.  That's what I meant. 
 
HAL SUTTON:  Yeah.  You come back a little weaker.  You don't feel as strong as 

you did before.  There's atrophy that sets in and you don't do anything for a while.  I 
mean, you do a little bit, but not enough to compensate.  They cut through muscle to 

get to the hip, so it takes at least six to eight weeks for that muscle to heal. 
 

Q.  Will you be disappointed if at some point in the months or years ahead you 
don't play well again? 
 

HAL SUTTON:  Well, I'm a golfer and at some point in the months or years ahead I 
will not play well again, that is just part of golf, but it's probably not going to be 

because of my hips.  Does that answer your question? 

 
Q.  Will you be disappointed if you don't play well and win again? 
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HAL SUTTON:  Oh, I will play well again. 

 
Q.  That's what I mean, you have a new confidence? 

 
HAL SUTTON:  Yeah.  That was a roundabout way of you getting to where you 

wanted to go, but I didn't like your question, but it didn't offend me. 

 
Q.  Who, me? 

 
HAL SUTTON:  Yeah, you.  You sound like one of my kids now. 

 
Q.  Is that a compliment? 

 

HAL SUTTON:  No. 
 

Q.  Do you feel like you're still battling through the aches or is it more like 
discomfort at all? 

 

HAL SUTTON:  No, uh-uh, I have no aches or discomfort at all.  I probably feel better 
than you do.  I used to wake up in the morning, get out of bed and put my feet on the 

ground and I would take 15 seconds before I could gear up enough before I would 
want to take that first step because it hurt so bad.  I get up out of bed and go now.  I 

used to get in the car like this because it hurt so bad, I would put my butt in there like 
this and I would swing my leg over and pick my left leg up and put it in the car.  I get 

in the car like I used to when I was 20 now.  It's truly amazing how it transforms your 

life.  I felt old.  Last year, I felt old. 
 

Q.  Wish you had done it earlier? 
 

HAL SUTTON:  Of course, but you can't talk to people, people don't want to listen.  

They think they're going to get better.  When you think about them going in there and 
they cut your femur off and then they drive that thing down into your femur so that the 

ball sets on there so they can hook it into the socket and they get the socket into your 
pelvis, it's pretty graphic when you stop and think about all that.  So you kind of think, 

well, I'll get better.  You won't.  You're not going to get better.  The only time you're 
going to get better is when they finally do this.  And it's immediate.  I walked three 

hours after he did it.  Four days later I was walking without a cane. 

 
Q.  Did you talk to other golfers who had gone through various replacement 
surgeries before you did yours? 
 

HAL SUTTON:  I did the first time.  I didn't need to talk to anybody after I had done 

one of them, I already knew what was in store for me. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  How long is the surgery?  
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HAL SUTTON:  Hour and 15 minutes. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  I thought it would be like four hours or something. 
 

HAL SUTTON:  Yeah, you would think.  No, it's not.   
 


