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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  PAT PEREZ 
Sunday, January 26, 2014 
 
 
Q.  Pat, take me through 18.  You had about 244 and I figured you knew Scott 
had birdied to go to 9.  What were you thinking there? 
 

PAT PEREZ:  Well, I knew I had to make 3 but I couldn't make 3 from my number.  

I'm either going to hit in the water with a rescue, I'm going to hit 3-wood over the 
green.  It wasn't going to be an easy 3, let's put it that way.  I figured if I got to about 

90 yards I could try to spin it off the hill and make it, and I actually thought it was 
going to but it didn't spin enough, which is incredible with that much slope it didn't spin 

enough.  One short, I missed the putt on 16 and 17 I thought I made and that was 
pretty much what did me in. 

 

Q.  Solid week for you, you had a lot of people rooting for you, your dad waiting 
for you off 18 green.  How would you sum up this week? 

 
PAT PEREZ:  You know, it's great and bad.  This is the one I want to win more than 

anything in the world and, you know, I came up short.  Yeah, I played great and I 

don't know what I'm going to finish, but, you know, really when I woke up this morning 
I really thought I was going to get it done, I did.  I thought things were just going kind 

of smooth, you know.  Through the morning I hit it nice and I just thought -- I thought 
today would have been my day.  You know, I would have taken 2-under this morning 

and I thought the lead would actually be -- you know, it was good overall, it was good 

overall.  I'm happy.  Great San Diego fans and everybody was behind me, it was just 
awesome.  I would like to be in that position again here. 

 
Q.  How much did you look at the scoreboard today?  When did you know 
things were really tight at the top? 
 

PAT PEREZ:  I would say about 14 green when I got -- after I birdied 13, I got to 14 

green and I saw it was tied like five ways.  I said 10's going to be the number.  I told 
H, we're going to 15, we've got to make two more because 10's going to win, and it 

looks like it would have. 
 

Q.  Pat, I've got the biggest question I have to ask you, I know you want to win 
this tournament so much, but do you take away the positives of being in the 
mix down the stretch maybe with the disappointment that you didn't quite get 
it? 
 

PAT PEREZ:  Yeah, and I was better in contention this time on the back nine.  I made 
some birdies, which I struggled with in the past when I've been close on the back 

nine.  You know, I'm still going through some changes here with my swing.  I hit a lot 
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of good shots under pressure.  I mean that course is hard, it's just flat out hard.  It's 

playing as hard as a U.S. Open.  I don't hit it as far as some of the leaders so I've got 
longer clubs in and I hit a great 5 iron there on 15, just caught the back edge.  I hit a 

pretty good 6 on 16 and came up short, I had kind of a buried lie there.  I thought the 
putt on 17 would go in.  I thought I made the one on 18, I can't believe it didn't spin 

back more than that.  I'm really happy the way this year has gone so far.  I've done a 

lot of work with Joe Mayo.  He's really helped me.  I've got more of a focus on what 
I'm doing and I feel more in control of what I'm doing.  I think I can repeat again.  It's 

nice, it's always nice to be in contention on the bake nine.  You ask for that every 
week and it was an awesome week.  With all the San Diego people behind me and all 

my friends and family for 20 years here, it was an awesome week. 
 

Q.  What are the emotions?  Is it disappointment, satisfaction, a good 
tournament, how do you kind of put it in perspective after a round like this? 
 

PAT PEREZ:  I was just telling the other guys, it's great and bad.  It's great that I was 
in contention and, you know, nice to be there again on the weekend, especially for 

this tournament.  This is my favorite.  But I came up short.  I had a chance and I had 

the bogey on 16 and then I missed that short one on 17.  It stings, but it was fun.  It 
was a great run.  San Diego people were fantastic this week.  They couldn't have 

been any more excited.  I was telling my caddie, H, I've been playing this course 
since '90, that's like a dream position for us, we're the second last group and we have 

a chance to win the tournament and have a good finish in front of all the hometown 
fans.  It was amazing.  I would like to be there again. 

 

Q.  Tell me how you're feeling on 9.  You make a birdie, you're in a tie for the 
lead going into the back nine with a shot.  What was your mindset at that point?  
 
PAT PEREZ:  You know, you've got nine hard holes ahead of it and there's no letup 

anywhere, so it's not like you can get comfortable.  I knew I had to make a couple 

more birdies on a hard back nine and I made some great par saves and it kept me in 
there.  Unfortunate bogey on 16 and I was just trying to keep everything in control and 

I just came up a little short, but pretty excited overall. 
 

Q.  How about 16, was it just not enough club? 
 

PAT PEREZ:  Well, I pulled it a little bit, but I thought if I pulled it it would carry that far 

and my lie was just terrible.  I didn't know how I was going to come out of there.  I hit 
a great putt and it just didn't go in. 

 
Q.  Talk about just the reception, friends and family all week long just being 
here and the feeling of getting close? 

 
PAT PEREZ:  Yeah, it's amazing.  I would like to be in that position every time this 

year.  It was awesome.  I had all my friends and family out for 25 years here and all 
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the fans that I might have made -- maybe they didn't know I was from here but I had 

everyone screaming my name today and it was awesome.  It was a great, great 
feeling. 

 
Q.  (Inaudible)  
 

PAT PEREZ:  It played a little easier today, the pins weren't as hard today.  It still 
played hard, you still had to drive it in the fairway.  It was a little easier today, if you 

can say a little easier. 
 

Q.  Can you explain your strategy on 18? 
 

PAT PEREZ:  Strategy was easy.  I had a number, I couldn't make 3 going for the 

green because my rescue would have flown the water and my 3-wood would have 
gone over the green, and over the green depending on where you hit it, I didn't think I 

could chip it in so I thought I would hit it to about 90 yards.  Like you see it all the 
time, a guy hits it and it spins down.  I don't know how it didn't spin any more than 

that.  I hit a perfect shot and I thought it would spin right into the hole and just came 

up a little short.  I thought I had a better chance from there. 
 

Q.  As you were watching it, were you kind of -- 
 

PAT PEREZ:  I thought it was going to spin in the hole.  It hit absolutely where I 
wanted it to and I thought I had enough spin on it.  I picked it clean, it just didn't spin 

enough. 

 
Q.  Were you looking at the scoreboard during the round? 

 
PAT PEREZ:  A hundred percent.  I knew exactly where I was from 14 on. 

 

Q.  I spoke with your dad this morning and he said he kind of got emotional 
announcing your name on the first tee.  What was that like for you? 

 
PAT PEREZ:  We've been doing it 13 years now, so it's always the same, he gets 

emotional.  But I've got to get ready to go play a hard course, so I try to -- it's great 
and all, believe me, it's great to have him, but I've got to get ready for a Sunday 

second-to-last group, I've got to focus on a hard shot.  But it's awesome, it's 

awesome to have him here.  I know he's excited.  Everyone else is excited about it.  
You know, it's special, it's really special to have him announce me, but like I said, I've 

got to get -- but he knows that, he knows I've got to get going.   
 


