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3rd ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   PAT PEREZ 
Saturday, January 25, 2014 
 
 
Q.  Looked like tough sledding out there for pretty much everybody, the low 
round was just 4-under.  How was the course in your estimation?   
 

PAT PEREZ:  A lot harder than Thursday.  I don't know why.  We were talking about 

it all day.  When you play with Gary, who hits it 40 yards farther than I do, it doesn't 
look that hard.  Where he hits it is unbelievable.  But it was a lot harder today.  The 

wind was up in kind of a different direction, but I don't know, just harder.  The greens 
were tough, the pins were in tough spots and didn't seem to get a whole lot of roll out 

there.  But yeah, 4-under, Gary played unbelievably apart from the last two holes. 
 

Q.  Watching a couple greens, looked like they were nice and slick.  Were they 
back to Monday or was it -- 
 

PAT PEREZ:  Yeah, they were fast today.  The pin locations were tricky.  They had 
them on sidehills like that, so it made them tough to make putts and really tough to 

get close to the hole anyway. 

 
Q.  Looking at the leaderboard now, looks like you're going to have a dozen or 
so guys within maybe two shots starting tomorrow.  Is there any way to predict 
what might happen on a Sunday like that? 

 
PAT PEREZ:  If I could do that I wouldn't have to play golf, I'd go play the lottery.  I 

have no idea.  Gary played unbelievable.  Like I said, if he pars 17, birdies 18, it could 

have opened up a little bit.  With his length and short game he's going to be hard to 
beat anyway tomorrow just because the spots he hits it in.  You know, you look in the 

past at this tournament, long hitters win.  They really have an advantage out there, 
and where I'm hitting 5 iron, he's hitting 9 or wedge.  It's a lot easier for him to get it 

closer.  But you never know, you never know what's going to happen out there.  

Anybody starts making some putts, we'll see. 
 

Q.  What do you like about the way you're playing right now and how your game 
is working for you? 

 

PAT PEREZ:  I'm just kind of keeping it in front of me, I'm not really making a lot of 
mistakes.  I've got a lot of swing changes going on but I seem to be hitting it better, 

and I've made a couple good putts at the right time and it's just kind of cleaner than it 
used to be.  So I'm happy with the way it's going and we'll just see what happens 

tomorrow.  If I can play like I did on Thursday, I might have a look at it tomorrow. 
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Q.  What do you make of the bad break that Gary had on 17, that lie in that 
bunker? 
 

PAT PEREZ:  Well, it's kind of created by himself.  He's easily 15 yards short, so like 
I even asked him, I said bad lie, he said yeah.  Well, shouldn't have hit it in the bunker 

anyways.  So I think he was probably a half club short and maybe didn't hit it.  That's 

how it is, though.  These bunkers are hard to get up and down.  Even when you roll 
in, they sit down so it's hard to get enough spin on it. 

 
Q.  Seemed like you guys talked quite a bit down the stretch there.  Is there 
something similar about your guys' personalities that mesh well? 
 

PAT PEREZ:  Gary's a great guy.  I've known him a while now.  We have some 

laughs out there, we talk about a whole bunch of stuff.  You know, it helps me keep 
calm, too, when I can talk and tell jokes or whatever, talk about anything that's going 

on, it takes my mind off the golf which I don't like to think about all the time anyway.  
We had a good time.  I was excited to have that pairing today.  Gary's a great guy 

and we had fun. 

 
Q.  What does it mean to you to be in the thick of this on Sunday here? 

 
PAT PEREZ:  Yeah, it's nice, it's different for sure.  It will be exciting tomorrow.  Dad 

will announce me again on pretty close to the lead.  Anytime you get near the lead it's 
fun, but particularly this one.  This is my -- like I've said all week, this is my favorite 

event.  I grew up here.  Everything about San Diego is just the best, especially a day 

like today.  Look at the weather, it's incredible.  Fans were great out there, they were 
cheering me on.  It was awesome.  It's a position I've wanted to be in since I was 13, 

you know, come down the stretch and guys are screaming your name.  You get that 
hometown support, you can't describe it, it's just awesome. 

 

Q.  Does that make it easier knowing that's going to be your crowd tomorrow or 
does it make it a little more pressure? 

 
PAT PEREZ:  Yeah, I mean, it doesn't give me more pressure.  I like the enthusiasm, 

I like the guys screaming for you.  They're actually on your side where sometimes 
they're not screaming for you.  I'm looking forward to tomorrow, I think it's going to be 

fun.  You know, whatever happens, happens.  At least I'll try to enjoy the day. 
 


