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2nd ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  PHIL MICKELSON 
Friday, January 24, 2014 
 
 
Q.  Phil, considering you had to start the day with at least a tender back and 
you're playing a difficult South course, are you okay with that 73? 
 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I had a chance there on -- I just can't stand bogeying the last 

hole with a sand wedge from the middle of the fairway, that's a terrible way to finish, 
but I probably would have taken it at the start of the round. 

 
Q.  You said yesterday after your round that you were concerned that you may 
protect your back and have some bad swings out there.  Did that happen at all? 
 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Yes, repeatedly, so I'm a little bit unsure -- I mean, I love this 

tournament and I want to play here, I love playing in San Diego and this is a place 
where I grew up playing, so I really want to play.  And part of me also says that I'm 

getting in bad habits and if I hit it in this rough here, I've really got an issue because 
I've got to swing awfully hard to get it out and it jars it, so I'm a little torn right now on 

the best plan of action. 

 
Q.  What is your attitude now moving forward the next two rounds here? 

 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, you know, I would like to get out and play tomorrow.  I'm 

going to tee off early and see if I can get something hot, get a hot round going and try 
to make up some ground.  But then I also want to have the big picture in mind, so I'm 

not quite sure where I'm at yet. 

 
Q.  For a guy who was considering pulling out of the tournament the way you 
were talking, what got you through it today? 
 

PHIL MICKELSON:  You know, I had it worked on last night and this morning I felt a 

little bit better and came out and tried to make a go of it and made a few too many 
swings where I was protecting it, so we'll see.  I love this tournament.  I love playing 

here in San Diego.  It's a place where I grew up playing high school golf and coming 
out as a kid, so I love competing here, that gets me excited.  The first tournament of 

the year and I'm always excited to start the year.  But I also want to be smart because 

I'm getting into some bad habits so I've got to sort of weigh where I'm at. 
 

Q.  Before tomorrow morning when you play you're just going to kind of decide 
what you're going to do, I guess? 

 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Kind of, yes.  I'll see tonight.  I would love to go out and at least 
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give it a try early on and see if I can get a hot hand and maybe get something going, 

but I also want to be smart about this. 
 

Q.  Was it bad from the start or was there a certain shot where you made it a 
little bit worse? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I hit it on 5 in the rough and it jarred it because I had to hit it 
hard to get it out.  I was just an inch in the rough, but I had to hit a hard 6 iron and 

kind of locked up and I started protecting it a little bit thereafter.  I made more 
aggressive swings on the back nine.  I tried to get after it a little bit and see if I could 

make some more aggressive swings, and I was able to hit a few and then a few got 
caught, so I'm not quite sure what I'm going to do yet. 

 

Q.  What is the big picture that you're looking at the big picture? 
 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I have the entire year, I've got majors coming up, I've got other 
tournaments coming up and I don't want to get in bad habits.  My game is pretty 

sharp getting ready to start the year and I could tell I'm making terrible swings out 

there relative to the way I've been swinging. 
 

Q.  What's the story about your relationship with San Diegoans and playing in 
front of San Diegoans, your fellow San Diegoans, has that changed over the 
years here at Torrey?  
 

PHIL MICKELSON:  What do you mean? 

 
Q.  They love you.  Everywhere you go, Hey Phil, they cheer for you, they 
support you.  What's it like playing in front of your home crowd? 
 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, it's fun to play in front of your home crowd and it's more 

fun to be able to stay at home and commute to the golf course and be at a familiar 
environment and area, go home, see the family and the kids.  It's just fun. 

 
Q.  People high-five you when they talk to you when you go along.  What's that 
like? 
 

PHIL MICKELSON:  That's kind of the way the TOUR is now for everybody. 

 
Q.  (Inaudible)  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I'm not sure.  Probably but I'm not sure.  Hard to say. 
 


