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1st ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  JORDAN SPIETH 
Thursday, January 23, 2014 
 
Q.  You looked like your ball hit up in front of the pin? 

 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, it hit short.  I played a draw in there.  I had hit kind of 

straight balls or fades the entire first seven holes, that's kind of what they play for 

other than No. 4.  It was just I picked the wrong shot.  I drew it and I caught it a little 
delofted so I knew it was going to hit firm.  Actually the spot that I hit it wasn't too bad 

if I caught it with a decent lie, but it was just sitting with a big clump of grass behind it 
and you couldn't get aggressive.  So tough break bouncing in the rough, but I should 

have picked a straight ball instead of a draw. 
 

Q.  You mentioned yesterday you were going to pay attention to what Tiger did 
after (inaudible.)  It looked like you were listening and it was a grind out there 
for you. 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, Tiger and Jimmy both didn't drive the ball well today.  If 

they did, they may have shot better than me.  They both putted the ball better than I 

did today.  But yeah, you know, they're very methodical.  They've played the golf 
course, had success here, so not saying that it's shaping how I played the golf 

course, but in a sense, you know, when they were teeing off first hitting either driver 
or 3-wood, I changed -- a couple clubs I hit today were different than I played in the 

practice round given the wind conditions and where I saw their balls land. 

 
Q.  Do you feel like you left a few out there? 

 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Just a couple.  I really did play one of the most solid rounds of 

golf I've played in a long time tee to green.  Just on the greens left a couple.  You're 
not going to get many birdie chances on a course like that with how firm the greens 

are.  I had some good looks and -- 

 
Q.  First two holes, right? 

 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah.  I had decent looks.  Definitely 1, 2, but ultimately those 

two three-putts are the two that I would like to have back.  I hit good first putts and I 

just kind of talked myself into pushing the second putts. 
 

Q.  You had a couple lip-outs, right? 
 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, a couple.  But all in all happy with the way I finished there.  
That was the most solid putt I hit all day on 18, so carry that momentum tomorrow. 
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Q.  Had you played with Tiger before? 

 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Just the practice round at the Presidents Cup. 

 
Q.  What was it like today in competition? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  It was nice.  You get amped on the first tee with all the people 
there.  It's like you're playing in one of the last couple groups Saturday or Sunday, but 

it's Thursday.  I enjoyed it.  I've talked with Tiger a lot.  He's very supportive of me 
and he's a nice guy to play with out there.  He helps us play better, very methodical, 

we take our time.  You know, a course that he's won at so many times, you can learn 
from what he's hitting off the tees and where he's leaving the ball. 

 

Q.  How do you go from a year ago missing the cut to now you're in -- 
 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, it was my first professional start ever last year and I was 
freaking out a little bit, so yeah.  For what I accomplished in the last year to be able to 

play in the marquee group at this golf course, it's nice.  The scores were low on the 

North, so I'm happy to get in under par on the South.  I think that didn't happen often 
for the field today, so I'll try to go tear it up tomorrow. 

 
Q.  Do you know your mother's on Twitter? 

 
JORDAN SPIETH:  My mother?  Yes, I know.  I don't know if I follow her, though.  Is 

that bad?  

 
Q.  I follow her.  Is she here? 

 
JORDAN SPIETH:  No. 

 

Q.  What's the hardest part about playing (inaudible)? 
 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Just so much emphasis on that tee ball because if you're in the 
rough with how firm the greens are, you've got to bounce it up, and the fairways really 

aren't firm enough to hold the ball.  So you saw Tiger and Jimmy today, perfect 
example, they both hit really good shots into 15, the par 4 out of the rough, and they 

both landed short, looked like they were going to bounce it up and didn't, and then 

you're left with a chip shot on poa annua up a ridge.  So I think that's the hardest part.  
Putting, everyone's going to struggle late in the day out here because there's 

bounces, whether it's you or whether it's the bounce.  The greens, when they're 
firmer, you know, aren't bouncing as much, but you're going to see a lot of missed 

short putts and I've come to accept that this week and just try and grind and make 

sure I have the right speed on my initial putt so I don't have to work too hard on the 
next and use the entire hole. 
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Q.  (Inaudible)  
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  I three-putted twice, 4 and 13. 

 
Q.  What do you remember -- 
 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I was just nervous, first professional start.  I played eight events 
as an amateur and I was comfortable, but it is a different animal when you turn pro 

and you're playing for money and you know it.  That's just how it is.   
 

I remember teeing off on 10 and making a par my first hole and saying all right, we 
can do this, let's get it going.  Shot even par on the North and I left a lot out there.  I 

didn't play very well, just birdied two par 5s.  So I was left to grind it in the wind and 

rain on the South and try to shoot even or 1-under.  Just put myself in a bad position 
after the first round last year.  Part of it was the nerves just trying to settle in.  This 

year's a completely different story.  I was very anxious to start, pretty amped with the 
crowds.  Just playing -- just hitting the first two holes after a week off, I'm always a 

little amped.  I settled in nicely today and I wasn't really nervous from there on.  
 


