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1st ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  PHIL MICKELSON 
Thursday, January 23, 2014 
 
Q.  Phil, what pleased you the most, what disappointed you the most? 

 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It was actually a rough day for me because I physically was kind 

of -- my back kind of locked up, I wasn't able to swing at it and that caused a problem.  

I was fortunate I was on the North course so that I could manage around and kind of 
half swing it around it and get up and down and make some pars, but it wasn't the 

best day for me.  I'll have to get it better for tomorrow because the South course you 
can't get away with that kind of effort. 

 
Q.  What do you do tonight to make sure -- 
 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Honestly, it's nothing -- I've never had any back problems.  It's 
more of a muscular thing.  It's just locking up when I try to start on the downswing.  I 

don't know.  I'll get some treatment and see if it will go away and it might take a few 
days' rest, we'll see. 

 

Q.  How close did you come to, A, not starting, and B, not finishing? 
 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Never thought about not starting, but around the turn I thought 
about maybe taking the week -- taking this week off and seeing if I could get it a little 

bit better.  I kind of fought through the back nine and gave myself a chance where if 

treatment works and it gets it looser and I can swing at it tomorrow with a little bit of 
speed, then maybe I can shoot a good round. 

 
Q.  After that second shot on 18 it was like -- 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, that was the one that stung.  It locked up on my 

downswing and I just flinched, almost hit a 4 iron out of bounds on that hole.  I didn't 

know there was out of bounds, but that was where I was kind of thinking this might 
not be the thing to do.  But we'll see.  I'll work on it tonight and tomorrow and we'll see 

how it goes.  It's the start of the season so I don't want to do anything stupid here.  
But again, I don't think it's anything serious, I just couldn't go after it today. 

 

Q.  How do you explain you birdied that hole and 1? 
 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Short game, I just kind of short gamed it around and I tried to 
just take an extra club and hit it 15 yards short of where I normally hit those clubs and 

try not to go at it too hard so it doesn't lock up and was able to kind of get it around 
but nothing worth noting.    
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Q.  Other than what you were dealing with physically.  Are you pleased with 
how the rest of the round went? 
 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, I fought to kind of just get done and get it in to where, if I 
can get it to feel better for tomorrow, I can go and maybe shoot a good round.  You 

know, hopefully it will work out.  If not, it's not the end of the world and I'll take a few 

days off and rest it up, but either way we'll see how it goes. 
 

Q.  Is it one of those deals where you have to adjust your swing just to make 
sure it doesn't kill you? 

 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, I couldn't go at it hard.  I had to kind of ease into 

everything so that it wouldn't lock up.  I could do that on the North, I can't do that on 

the South.  
 

Q.  So tomorrow, with as tough as it's playing, kind of your expectations going 
into tomorrow? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I'm hopeful I can play, but I don't want to do anything stupid here 
the first week of the year or second week for me of the year.  I want to make sure that 

I'm healthy and I that don't get into bad swing habits just because I've having a bit of 
tightening. 
 


