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1st ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  JASON DAY 
Thursday, January 23, 2014 
 
 

DOUG MILNE:  We'll just continue right on.  We've got Jason Day, 6-under 66 on the 
North course today in Round 1 of the Farmers Insurance Open.  Jason, 

congratulations on a great round.  With that, I'll just turn it over to you for some 

opening comments.  
 

JASON DAY:  Yeah, my first competitive round of 2014, which is great to see the 
momentum kind of rolling over since the World Cup win down in Australia.  It was 

great to be there for a couple weeks.  As they say, playing with Phil and Bubba was 
very enjoyable.  The weather's been nice all week and I think we're going to have 

some nice weather three days as well.  But to shoot 66, get off to a good start, 

especially on the North side where you really have to take that opportunity and run 
with it, but very pleased with the way I played. 

 
Q.  Jason, you established yourself as a contender in majors for the past 
couple of years.  You have one PGA win.  I think a lot of people are waiting for 
you to break through.  How much is that eating at you, that breakthrough, and 
how close do you think you are? 

 
JASON DAY:  I feel like I should have won more than once, but I played really well in 

majors and contended a lot in majors, but I my goal this year is to win a PGA TOUR 

event.  I feel like I should be winning a lot more than just one event, but I'm just slowly 
chipping away at it.  I've been working very hard in the off season in the gym working 

on my body and making sure it's ready for the start of the new season.  Last week I 
was in Palm Springs just prepping, just tightening up stuff, just to be really sharp 

before I came back out.  The hard work and the dedication, especially over the last 
year or so and the motivation to really try and win a lot more golf tournaments.  It's 

easy to say, oh, I want to win more than just once, but you really have to want to win.  

There's a difference between wanting to win and just saying you're going to win.  I 
really want to win and I think the confidence that the World Cup win gave me last year 

was amazing, and the feeling of winning and being in the hunt again and coming 
down the stretch knowing that you have to hit clutch shots and doing it was special.  I 

really, really want to get off to a good start this week.  Got off to a good start with a 66 

and hopefully that will follow through the next three days. 
 

Q.  I want to ask you shooting a low round today, does that have anything to do 
with playing with Tiger and Bubba and larger galleries, more energy around 
your atmosphere of playing today or not? 
 

JASON DAY:  Well, playing with Phil and Bubba, you always want to go out there 
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and play well when you're in a marquee group.  There was A fair amount of people 

out there watching Phil and all of his play, but I was just trying to go out there and just 
execute shots, execute my game plan.  And I played well today, I hit a lot of good 

quality shots into the green.  It was good to get out there and really get the 
competitive juices flowing because after a six-week break you can come back a little 

flat.  When I found out I was playing with Phil and Bubba on Tuesday, kind of got a 

little nervous because it's been such a long time since I actually teed it up.  But that's 
a good sign that I'm nervous and that I really want to play well.  It's great to play with 

Phil and Bubba, they're always really great guys to play with. 
 

Q.  Jason, you obviously had a great round today but you're going into the 
South course that you had success.  Quite a few years since those days you 
were a junior, but can you look back on that and say, you know what, I won a 
major junior tournament on that course? 
 

JASON DAY:  Well, yeah, the thing is that that was back in 2004 and it was a while 
back, but knowing that I've had success on this course, the South course that is, is 

very encouraging.  The South course is very demanding.  It's long, the rough is very 

healthy out there, and the greens seem like they're firming up.  With the nice weather 
we're going to get over the next three days, it should be really firm by Sunday.  It's 

playing like a little mini U.S. Open out there.  I played on Wednesday, it was tough on 
Wednesday.  I don't know what the guys went through out there today, but it should 

be a challenge and I'm looking forward to the challenge and hopefully I can keep the 
good play up. 

 

Q.  You went through that stretch, 18, 1, 2, 3, that you just went crazy.  
 

JASON DAY:  I made four birdies, wow.  I didn't realize I made four birdies, but I 
guess when you're playing, you're in the moment out there, you really just don't 

realize you're going through a stretch like that.  A really good quality drive down 18, a 

nice shot into 18, which was my 9th hole, and just a pretty easy two putt.  No. 1, 
which was my 10th hole, I hit a good drive down there, but it was in the rough so I had 

to lay up and I ended up hitting my wedge shot to 15, 20 feet and rolled that in, which 
was awesome.  Bubba had to wait for the group to get off on the 2nd hole because 

we would have hit the guys.  Bubba drove it over the green and I hit mine just short, 
but I hit a little chip there to about four feet and I rolled that in.  8 iron I pulled a little bit 

on the par 3.  Luckily we aimed enough right in case we do pull it. 

 
Q.  Off the wall question, when's the last time you were the only right-handed 
player in your threesome? 
 

JASON DAY:  I don't believe that's ever happened other than playing like a twosome 

on Saturday and Sunday where you're playing like a Phil and a Bubba, but never two 
lefties, which is pretty surprising because normally when you get to a tee, everyone's 

standing on the right side because they're all right-handed players.  Everyone was 



TeeScripts.com Online Archive 3 

standing on the left side, it was kind of different. 

 
Q.  A lot of guys come in rusty when they have a six-week break.  How did you 
kind of spend this off season and was there anything different about it? 
 

JASON DAY:  Well, there was one point where minus 7 feels like minus 28, so it 

wasn't like this weather where you have here where you guys are very spoiled out 
here.  I spent a lot of time with Ellie and Dash.  I went to the gym a lot, did a lot of 

stuff in the gym.  But I've got this little setup in my garage where I put a net up and I 
hit balls there just to keep the body loose because sometimes when I come back after 

a long break, I'm really stiff and the body's not moving quite the way it should be.  So 
hitting balls there and just doing a few little putts on my mat.  But other than watching 

TV and really relaxing and taking in the success of 2013 that I had and try to motivate 

myself for 2014.  It was a good, long, six-week break that I had and by the time it was 
time to go, I was really champing at the bit to practice and I was really motivated to 

come out here and practice.  It was a little longer break but I'm definitely glad I had it. 
 

Q.  Going back to the World Cup win, is that different for you because of the 
obvious pressure, sort of built-in pressure of playing in Australia, and what do 
the victories like that do for your confidence?  
 
JASON DAY:  Well, I mean, it was a pretty good feeling.  We had a lot of good quality 

golfers in the field.  A lot of guys I never really heard of before that I met at the 
tournament that were really nice guys and they had the opportunity to come to 

Australia and play for their country, which was amazing.  Whether they get another 

chance or not, they really had a great time in Australia to play.  To play Royal 
Melbourne, we partnered up with Adam Scott and we were the best two guys in 

Australia at the time to play down there in Oz, and obviously Scotty coming off the 
Masters win with all the hype that was going and playing around him.  And to play the 

way I did and him to finish the way he did was amazing, win the World Cup and 

obviously for me to win the individual was special for me.  One thing that I'll definitely 
never forget because, you know, I had my mom there and my family there as well 

after what happened.  To win the way I did with some ups and downs, especially on 
the 18th hole, 18th last day was great. 

 
Q.  I was going to ask a little bit about the tragedy.  We're two months removed 
from it.  Obviously you were emotional at the World Cup.  Where are you 
emotionally with that now and how much does that loss trickle over to the golf 
course?  Is that on your mind at all? 

 
JASON DAY:  No, at the start it was more of a shock when I found out about the 

tragedy.  A lot of people over there are suffering still, and me and my wife, we just 

donated to the foundation just recently and just to try and help with the aid that's 
going over there because there are still a lot of people that have no homes and stuff.  

But every now and then I think about it, and I'm more worried about my mom 
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obviously to lose someone that you love so much.  I lost my dad when I was 12, but 

it's so long ago that I really forgot what it felt like, but to loose not only your mother 
but six other relatives and most of them were children was pretty difficult for her and I 

felt so bad and so sorry, and also far away being in America and she's down in 
Australia.  Right now she really wants to go back to see them, but where are you 

going to stay?  There's still a lot of devastation over there.  Every now and then I keep 

thinking of them, but I talk to my mom pretty much every week and she seems like 
she's getting over it and moving on. 

 
Q.  Jason, I think for us who have been out here a while and we've seen this 
guy come on TOUR really young, single, really your family out here and I'm 
always struck by when I see you with your family now and your own kid, what 
is your life like now?  You always look so happy, you smile a lot, you always 
look so happy when you're with them.  So can you kind of explain kind of that 
to now? 

 
JASON DAY:  I think when I first came out, I was on the -- (inaudible), I played PGA 

TOUR events so I was single at the time.  But halfway through the year I started 

dating Ellie and from then we've been together.  To have a child, a healthy child was 
an unbelievable blessing, and Dash has changed our life so much.  I hear a lot of 

people say, you know, it puts everything in perspective and it really does.  You really 
don't worry about the bad play or the bad shots that you hit out there because you 

know at the end of the day it's really I find that family means everything.  To really 
enjoy the time that you have with your child because, I mean, he's only going to be 

this young once, he's never going to be young again, so to really kind of cherish the 

moments that you have with them is crucial.  Every chance I get to spend with him I'm 
there with him.   

 
But obviously golf is so time consuming that we spend a lot of time out on the golf 

course practicing and playing that sometimes it's hard.  I'm very blessed to have a 

tour bus with me, to have my family with me and be able to bring them on the road.  A 
lot has changed and it's only changed for the better.  Right now it's so much fun to be 

with them.  And don't get me wrong about the start, when I first came out it was 
horrendous, it was so brutal and he was very difficult, but it's got so much better.  

He's 18 months now and he's running around saying a bunch of stuff.  We're trying to 
teach him manners and say "thank you" and "please" and say "sorry" when he does 

something bad.  But we're just trying to take it in stride right now and it's been a lot of 

fun. 
 

DOUG MILNE:  Jason, congratulations. 
 


