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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  JIMMY WALKER 
Tuesday, January 21, 2014 
 
MARK STEVENS:  I'd like to welcome Jimmy Walker.  Jimmy, you've already won 

two events on this wraparound season.  You lead the FedEx points.  Talk about your 
thoughts coming into this week and where you stand so far this season. 

 

JIMMY WALKER:  I had a nice week off last week, which was really nice.  It was my 
birthday last week.  So got to have some fun dinners with some friends and 

everything.  Did some practice and some rounds at home and I felt like I had a nice 
week and prepared for this week.  I've just played nine on the North course and it 

looked great.  The greens are -- they seem pretty firm, there's quite a bit of rough out 
there and it seems like the ball's running, so it looks like it'll be a really fun week.  

 

Q.  Jimmy, can you talk about the changes for you in the last few months and 
what these wins have kind of done for you or meant to you after the years of 
grinding?  What's it been like? 
 

JIMMY WALKER:  Well, they mean a lot to me.  I've been out here a long time and 

I've wanted to win, and I feel like I've been in position to win a bunch and it just never 
happened.  It was nice at the Fry's to have it finally happen and come through.   

 
Then I played pretty well after that and went into the Hawaii events.  I know my 

showing at Maui wasn't as good as I wanted it to have been, but everything was all 

right there.  And then the next week at Sony I felt like all week I was just kind of 
hanging in there.  I was making a lot of birdies, had a couple of bogeys.  So to get 

that and to feel like I really played well on the back nine and go out and grab the lead 
and grab the win was really big.  It means a lot.  It makes me feel like I've learned a 

lot of stuff in the last year, two years, three years.  It's a continual learning process 
and you've got to step back and look at everything that you did and the things that 

happened and figure out what you can learn from, do better.  There was a lot of that 

last week, a little of reflection going on.   
 

As far as the rest of year, it means I get to play in a lot of different golf tournaments 
and that's really cool.  A lot of tournaments I haven't got to play in, tournaments that I 

haven't played in in a while.  Looking forward to going and playing the U.S. Open.  I 

haven't played in that since 2002, so that's been a while.  Obviously go play Augusta 
and all the WGC stuff, so it's going to be fun. 

 
Q.  People talk about getting that first win, and maybe the first win's the 
hardest, and sometimes the second win's just as hard if not harder.  Was there 
a sense of the fact of what you did at Sony was a piggyback in some sense of 
what you did at Fry's that maybe Sony doesn't necessarily happen if Fry's 
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doesn't happen?  Was there any feeling about that? 

 
JIMMY WALKER:  I don't know.  The Fry's was funny because I was always behind 

all day and we were all kind of chasing one guy and then it all sort of materialized with 
about five holes to go, kind of what was happening.  But at Sony on the last day it 

seemed like there was a lot of people that had a chance to win.  Especially with like 

eight, nine, 10 holes to go, it felt like the golf tournament was really up for grabs.  
There was a lot of birdies, a lot of trying to keep pace, and then all of a sudden right 

there at the end we turned it on.  There was a bogey there at the end and it was a 
three-shot lead.  So it was really crazy and fast.  My caddie and I were talking about it 

today, it happened so fast and it really did if you kind of sit back and look at it. 
 

Q.  Looking at your record here, it looks like you've gotten better every year in 
the last few years, looks like you're getting closer and closer here.  What has 
been the change for you on this course?  Is it something you figured out or 
what's the deal when you play here at Torrey Pines? 
 

JIMMY WALKER:  Playing at Torrey, a lot of it's being comfortable.  I think the more 

you play golf tournaments and the more you play courses, you get comfortable.  They 
start to feel like there's an aspect of this golf course being very pretty and we were 

walking down No. 1 today and we were thinking, Is there any better place to go play 
golf?  Probably not.  It's a really beautiful course.  It's a challenging golf course, both 

of them.  They've gotten really tough.  The South course, the back nine of the South 
course is really good.  But I feel like I'm pretty good out of the rough and the rough 

usually up here, when I hit it in the rough I can usually get out of it and make 

something happen out of it.  That, feeling more comfortable just playing the golf 
course and getting more comfortable playing golf out here over the years.  I've really 

enjoyed playing this tournament. 
 

Q.  What did you think of when you're walking down the first fairway at 
Kapalua? 
 

JIMMY WALKER:  This is pretty cool to be here.  It was bizarre because there was 
only 30 guys in the field.  You get golf carts to go play practice rounds.  We literally 

played all the practice rounds, I never waited on a shot, nobody waited on me.  That 
was pretty fun.  I'm excited to go back. 

 

Q.  I'm curious when you said you haven't played the Open since '02, I find that 
surprising.  What is your history of qualifying? 

 
JIMMY WALKER:  I've tried to qualify every year, it just hasn't happened.  I qualified 

in 2001 as an amateur and I turned pro there that week at the U.S. Open.  Then I 

requalified the next year.  Actually, my caddie and I grabbed the two spots in Houston 
at Shadow Hawk.  He grabbed one and I grabbed one, and he's now on my bag.  

That was the last time I played, was at Bethpage in '02. 
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Q.  Close calls?  
 

JIMMY WALKER:  Yes and no.  Nothing really to write home about.   
 

Q.  Can I make something up?  
 
JIMMY WALKER:  Every time I see it on TV, everybody looks like they're 
banging their head against the wall, so I think I'm not missing too much this 
week, but I'm excited to go play Pinehurst. 
 
Q.  Is it frustrating at all?  
 

JIMMY WALKER:  Yes, yeah.  I mean, I don't like not playing in big tournaments. 
 

Q.  Two things.  Have you played with Tiger before? 
 

JIMMY WALKER:  I've played one hole with Tiger. 

 
Q.  A hole? 

 
JIMMY WALKER:  One hole.  It is a good story.  Do you want to hear it? 

 
Q.  Yes, we do. 
 

JIMMY WALKER:  I thought so.  I qualified for the Byron Nelson my senior year at 
Baylor, and I did so using my parents' credit card and they told me not to do it 

because I had finals that week and I did it anyways and I ended up qualifying.  They 
were kind of happy, kind of mad.  It all ended up working out.   

 

So I was trying to get my professors to let me take some tests earlier, later, and we 
got it all worked out.  I ran back up to do a practice round Tuesday afternoon after I 

took a final.  I ran up and I'm out playing Cottonwood and I'm running around with a 
caddie I picked up for the day, just for the round.  All of a sudden Tiger's over on the 

front nine and my guy's like, "Hey, there's Tiger over there," and I look over and there 
he is.  This is in '01 after he slammed it and all that, so he pretty much was owning 

everybody. 

 
He skips over to the hole I'm on, on the par 5, and he hits his tee ball down there and 

I'm on the green and I walk up -- I pick up my ball off the green and I walk up to the 
next tee and he picks his ball up and he walks up to the par 3.  Hey, I'm Tiger.  Hey, 

I'm Jimmy.  He's like, "Can I play through you?  I'm trying to play real fast and get a 

couple holes in."  I said, "Dude, you can do whatever you want."   
 

So he tees off on the par 3 and I am literally shaking.  I have every bad swing thought 
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possible, don't shank it, top it, all that stuff.  I make contact.  I look up and it's heading 

right at it.  Can't see it because it's kind of in the setting sun.  We walked down there 
and he asked what's going on, I told him I Monday qualified.  We talked and it was 

really cool and he was really nice.  We get down there and his ball is about 15 feet 
away and mine's about six feet away.   

 

I can remember thinking, I was like, Man, if I was that nervous and I hit that good of a 
shot, I said I guarantee I will never be that nervous again my entire life ever.  If I hit 

that good of a shot, man, I think I'm going to be okay.  Sure enough, I teed off in the 
golf tournament and I played really well.  I missed the cut by a shot, but I started off 

playing really well, I wasn't nervous.  It really helped me play the U.S. Open that 
summer, playing a practice round with Faldo.  It was so easy compared to that one 

shot.  That's my one hole with Tiger. 

 
Q.  Who makes you nervous now?  
 
JIMMY WALKER:  I don't know.  I don't think anybody.  I've been out here with a too 

long and played a lot of golf.  It will be fun.  I'm anxious, I'm excited to go play.  It'll be 

fun.  My wife texted me and she goes, "Guess who you're playing with this week?  I 
said, "I don't know."  She said, "You've got Woods and Spieth.  I'm like, Sounds fun.   

 
Q.  Did you make the six-footer? 

 
JIMMY WALKER:  I don't remember. 

 

Q.  Did you make the putt? 
 

JIMMY WALKER:  I don't think we putted out.  I think we picked up and ran on and 
that was it.  Perfect. 

 

Q.  (Inaudible.)  
 

JIMMY WALKER:  Yeah, that was made pretty clear he was going to keep moving.  I 
said, "You can do whatever you want." 

 
Q.  Your photography now, now that people know a little bit more about you, 
can you explain just a little bit how that works where you're actually taking a 
photo through a computer or your phone and just what kind of feedback have 
you gotten?  
 
JIMMY WALKER:  How it works is I have all my equipment set up on top of a pretty 

good mountain range in New Mexico.  It's at 7300-foot.  Every night I get an email 

that says that the weather's good and the roofs are going to open.  I can open up my 
roof that my telescope sits in.  The door opens up and once it gets dark enough, I 

have a computer program that I program everything into that tells the telescope where 
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to point, what to point at, how long of a picture to take, how many pictures to take, 

and this will happen all night.   
 

So I sleep all night and I wake up in the morning an all the images are downloaded to 
my Drop Box account.  They're literally linked into my computer.  I wake up in the 

morning all the images are downloaded and I do what I do with them.  That's basically 

how it works.  It's all just remote hosting with computers.  I've got applications with the 
phone where I can get in and log in with that computer and see what's going on.  

That's basically how it works. 
 

Q.  I read an article that you were having some issues with your emotions.  You 
were talking about how to deal with Tiger there.  Did you actually get some help 
with that or was that something you had to work on?  Was there anything to 
that story? 
 

JIMMY WALKER:  What do you mean, my emotions? 
 

Q.  To keep your emotions in check when you're winning, as you're winning. 
 
JIMMY WALKER:  You mean like the last couple?  Umm, that's more of feeling 

comfortable.  I've won, it's been a long time ago.  The last tournament I won was 
2007.  It's been a while since I won.  I won in 2004.  I won on mini tours.  It's all the 

same types of feelings.  It's been a long time, but you get in those positions and you 
kind of remember what's going on and you definitely remember the feeling after the 

fact.  But I felt just very calm and in control of my emotions and feelings, the 

adrenaline.  I think that's been bigger, the bigger key of playing well. 
 

Q.  Going back to the astrophotography, why that pursuit? 
 

JIMMY WALKER:  You know, it incorporates everything I really enjoy.  I love being 

outside, which I don't get to do that as much anymore just with the job and golf and 
family.  I love being outside.  I love the techy part of setting up the equipment and I 

enjoy the artistic side of putting the images together and making them what they are.  
I've gotten a huge response.  I've gotten a big response from really -- kind of 

surprising actually.  I feel like the stuff that I've done, I've gotten a lot of recognition 
and so forth.  Now I feel pressure to put out really good stuff, so I don't feel like I can 

just put out anything anymore.  I feel like whatever I put out's got to be really, really 

good, special, that type of deal.  So I'll probably slow down a little bit from here on out 
and collect a lot of data, really sift through it, make sure that the frames I'm using are 

really good.  Kind of slow down.  I think last year, with that setup I think I took 
somewhere between 25 and 30 pictures that I put out there, and probably maybe 

eight that I haven't shown anybody.  So that's a pretty good workload, especially for 

shooting with the type of camera and stuff that I'm shooting with.   
 

It's in New Mexico.  I live in San Antonio.  It's on top of a mountain in the Lincoln 
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National Forest in New Mexico, a place called New Mexico Skies.  They host 

telescopes for countries, universities.  Last time I was out there Harvard had just set 
up a system out there that they were doing some kind of crazy experiment with.  

Countries, NASA's got three or four telescopes there that they do satellite tracking, 
things like that. 

 

Q.  There's already been give 20-something winners so far this season.  For 
someone who took a while to break through out here, into the mid 30s, is that 
kind of hard to wrap your mind around how someone who technically is 
inexperienced could break through and win out here?  
 
JIMMY WALKER:  No, it's not hard to wrap your head around.  Kids come out and 

they're ready to win.  I don't think I was as good at Jordan Spieth was -- how old is 

he?  He's 20.  I wasn't that good.  It takes longer.  I remember kids that we played 
junior golf against that were just -- they shot scores that were incredible and for 

whatever reason they're not playing anymore.  Some kids that you haven't heard of in 
the junior ranks or even college ranks are out playing golf out here right now.  So it 

takes all kinds, you see all kinds, late bloomers, early bloomers, bloomers their whole 

life.  You get it all, I think.  
 

MARK STEVENS:  Thanks for your time.  Best of luck this week. 
 

JIMMY WALKER:  Thanks, guys.   
 


