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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  LYDIA KO 
Sunday, November 24, 2013 
 
 
Q.  First professional event is now complete.  How would you kind of rate the 
week overall? 
 

LYDIA KO:  I had so many chances to play much better, so I'm a bit disappointed in 

that.  But yeah, I think my goal was to not make any doubles and I made three, which 
made that bad, too.  But yeah, I didn't have a really good front nine apart from today, 

so I think that kind of -- like that didn't make a good start to the day.  But I know I 
finished strong on the back nine score wise.  I've learned a lot of things this week, 

and yeah, I'm pretty happy that my first week is gone.  It's not a week that comes 

again, so yeah, I'm glad that it's over and then I can start a whole new career. 
 

Q.  What are some things you learned from this week? 
 

LYDIA KO:  I don't know.  Actually playing with Michelle, you know, sometimes she 
was in some trouble places but the way she was calm and the way she just hit it out.  

And then like 17 yesterday, she was under the tree like I was but she finished with a 

birdie on that hole and I finished with a bogey.  Those are the kind of things I learned.  
I think with experience, she obviously knows being mad about where you are is not a 

good thing to do. 
 

Q.  What's next for you?  Are you going to hang in the U.S. a little bit? 

 
LYDIA KO:  I'm going to Orlando tomorrow and then I'm playing Swinging Skirts in 

two weeks. 
 

Q.  Will you take a little time off? 
 

LYDIA KO:  After Swinging Skirts? 

 
Q.  Um-hmm.  
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I'll go home.  I think I'll just go home, do some practice and hang 

out with some friends.  Next year's going to be a long year so I don't want to overdue 

it. 
 

Q.  Do you know right now what your first LPGA event is? 
 

LYDIA KO:  It's Bahamas because the rookie session is on that Monday. 
 

Q.  Would you say overall it's more a relief that this kind of the first week is 
over? 
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LYDIA KO:  Yeah, you know, I didn't feel that nervous this week.  I don't know if that's 
a good thing or not.  Yeah, like I said, I left a few out there but that means I have a 

bigger opportunity next year if I get to play.  Yeah, I'm just excited that it's over and 
really excited for next year to kind of begin. 

 

Q.  Lydia, you'll be in the Bahamas.  Will you be able to defend the New Zealand 
title you won? 

 
LYDIA KO:  The New Zealand Open is the week after.  I didn't know how my petition 

would go and my schedule would go, and I already said I was playing in the New 
Zealand Open and then I noticed I got accepted and there's a mandatory rookie 

session that week, so I have no choice but to play both. 

 
Q.  Do you have any kind of time frame where you want to make some of those 
decisions as far as contracts and agents and things like that, when you want to 
get it finished up? 

 

LYDIA KO:  It's kind of hard being away from the States or being away from home.  
It's what my mum does, but it is quite hard to talk to people just through emails.  It's 

more comfortable when you can call and stuff and that's not something that we can 
do a lot right now. 

 
Q.  By the first of the year would you like to know what you're doing? 

 

LYDIA KO:  It would be great to like get some things sorted by Bahamas.  Obviously I 
don't have a sponsor right now and I don't know if that's a good thing or not.  Yeah, 

you know, even if I did have a sponsor it would have pretty much started from the 
2014 season anyway. 

 

Q.  Have you thought about that first check? 
 

LYDIA KO:  No, I didn't think about money at all this week, which is great.  I hope to 
continue to maintain that for the rest of my career.  No, I'm not playing for money.  

Obviously I am, but I'm playing because I love the sport and I love just being out here.   
 

Q.  I just mean actually you're going to get a check now at some point here, just 
the fact that that's going to be the first time you're going to have something for 
playing, not that you're thinking about it when you're playing.  
 
LYDIA KO:  No, I don't know.  Yeah, I'm not directly going to get it. 

 

Q.  Are you a saver or do you like to splurge and spend some money? 
 

LYDIA KO:  Like I save like a little bit and then when I check my balance there's 
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none, so I kind of use a lot when I get something.  I'm not that kind of shopper where I 

go, oh, I like this, I like this.  I only buy what I want. 
 

Q.  So nothing in mind for that first purchase? 
 

LYDIA KO:  I was going to get a camera, yeah, a Canon, and hopefully I'll be able to 

get one in a Taiwan when we're there.  I think better results, the better equipment and 
cameras I can get, right? 

 
Q.  Document that whole rookie year, right? 

 
LYDIA KO:  Yes.    
 


