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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  SHANSHAN FENG 
Sunday, November 24, 2013 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Good evening, everyone.  We would like to welcome the 2013 CME 
Group Titleholders winner, Shanshan Feng, into the interview room.  Congratulations.  
It's got to feel pretty good to have your name said as a winner again especially at the 
season-ending event.  
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Of course.  I had a goal early this year with winning two 
tournaments on the LPGA and I got one in China.  I actually didn't think I was going to 
achieve my goal, but I made it at the last minute at the last tournament in Florida, so 
I'm really, really happy. 
 
MODERATOR:  You talked about winning in China, two wins in your last four events, 
seemed to really get your game going at the end of this season.  What was the 
difference for you in these last few events?  
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  I think the fans, the support of the fans back in China was really, 
really important because I didn't think I was that popular in China, but this time we 
were having an LPGA in Beijing and last day we had more than 10,000 people 
watching and they were so excited.  So I do think that I'm not alone.  I do get support 
like here and back home, so I think that gave me a lot of confidence and then I just 
nailed it. 
 
MODERATOR:  This week, first place prize check, $700,000, the largest on the 
LPGA Tour this year.  Have you already started to think about what you might do with 
that huge paycheck?  
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Not yet.  I think maybe I'll put it in the bank first and then think 
about what to get for myself and for my friends for Christmas. 
 
MODERATOR:  Do you ever take those checks when you win a tournament, do you 
buy something for yourself or do you want to put something away or do you get 
something for each victory?  
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  I will buy myself like a small present, but I'm not a person that 
likes to spend a lot of money.  So I'll save it in a bank first and then hopefully I have 
enough money after I retire I can open my own academy and have my own business. 
 
MODERATOR:  Look at you, already thinking about plans post golf.  That's pretty 
impressive. 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Of course. 
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Q.  How did the pressure today compare to the pressure in the final round in 
Beijing? 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  When I was in Beijing I was actually leading after three days, 
but the first hole on the final round Stacy made a birdie, so we were even.  Then like 
maybe after four holes she was already like 1 up and then I never caught her until the 
last hole.  So I was, you know, always behind.  I was always like 1 shot or 2 shots, so 
I really, really, really wanted to catch up.  But then that was why I missed some putts.  
Then at the last hole I just got a little lucky as I didn't expect myself to hit the second 
shot to hit the (indiscernible), had like a three-foot putt left for winning the tournament.  
I was really, really nervous on that last putt.  I felt like I could miss it because my legs 
started to shake.  You know, it's a little different playing at hometown in front of all the 
people at home and playing in the States.  Of course I didn't get too many fans, you 
know, rooting for me this week, but I really like this course and I didn't think I was 
going to win before I started the final round today, so I didn't have much pressure until 
I was 4-under through 6.  So I knew I was up there, I had a chance, and then I started 
to maybe think too much, so I couldn't make putts like in the middle of the round.  I 
missed so many birdie chances.  And then until -- I mean, finally on the 15th hole I 
made a birdie putt, so I think that was when I actually got the pressure off.  Then I 
made one more birdie on the 17th and that was it. 
 
Q.  I understand there's a story behind the secret to your win, is that true? 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Well, yeah, everybody has secrets.  This one I want to share 
with you, it happened, I don't know if it's a secret or it's just -- it just happened. 
 
I had dinner with Inbee and So Yeon Ryu Thursday night of the week in China.  We 
went out to the city of Beijing.  We had Beijing duck.  We had really, really good foot.  
Then after that I shot two days 9-under in a row and I finally won a tournament.  And 
this week I went to So Yeon's house for barbecue and Inbee was there, too.  I think 
we went maybe on Tuesday or Wednesday and I won this tournament.  So maybe 
now it's a secret, I shouldn't tell anybody.  But I don't know, I think from now on every 
week I'm going to call them and say, hey, can we have dinner together?  
 
MODERATOR:  Do you think they're going to let you have dinner with them anymore 
if you keep running away with tournaments?  
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  I don't know.  But Inbee's won six this year and I've only won 
two, so maybe it's okay. 
 
MODERATOR:  Shanshan, out there you were able to start a new tradition that 
they're starting here at the CME Group Titleholders, you got to fire off the cannon.  
What was that experience like?  
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  I was really nervous and I didn't know what to do before I did it, 
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and until that lady set everything up and she gave me that thing, she told me to keep 
it flat and I don't know, I don't know how I did it.  Once it touched the thing and then it 
just went out like in half a second, and I was shocked it released so fast and it was 
gone already.  I was really excited. 
 
Q.  What was more difficult, the chip behind the 17th green or lighting the 
cannon? 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Well, I think lighting the cannon because it's not my world. 
 
Q.  What club did you hit on the 15th? 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  15, it was 7 iron. 
 
MODERATOR:  Shanshan, as I was listening to you talk about having all the fans 
cheer for you in China and what that reaction was like, I remember after you won 
Wegmans last year for your first LPGA victory you talked about you weren't sure what 
the effects would be of your win on Chinese golf.   
 
To see the amount of fans that were there supporting you in China, to see the 
reaction that the LPGA got, do you feel pretty proud of the fact that you've been able 
to kind of help draw some attention to golf in China?  
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Well, of course, yes.  That was out of my expectation.  There 
were more people than I thought and almost all of them were coming for me, so I was 
really, you know, really happy, really excited.  So that was the drive that I wanted to 
play well.  I do think that as the highest ranked golfer from China, I do have the, what 
is that, I do have abilities and like to actually help Chinese golf to grow.  And I do think 
that, you know, it's just my job and I want to do it and I want to promote golf in China, 
and hopefully after my victory this year, next year when we go back to Beijing we'll 
have even more people and more time on TV. 
 
Q.  How many times, Shanshan, have you flown across the ocean between 
United States and Japan and why are you not more tired? 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Well, I am really tired.  A lot of the girls are off after this week, 
but I still have two more tournaments.  I'm playing Dubai and China Open after this.  I 
haven't counted how many times I have been flying between, but I'm sure it's at least 
six, seven times in the year, at least.  And I do think that travel is the tough part and 
the reason why I went to Japanese Tour was because we lost so many tournaments.  
But now like next year we have 32 tournaments, so we're having more and more 
tournaments in the States, so I'm thinking playing mainly, like still playing mainly in 
the States and I'll play very a few in Japan or even give up.   
 
Q.  If you start playing more in Japan (inaudible)? 
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SHANSHAN FENG:  No, I didn't, but I played like 11 tournaments in Japan last year 
and the year before and this year I only did seven.  Next year may be fewer. 
 
Q.  You said your goal was to win twice this year.  Why do you think you were 
so successful at the end of the year?  What was going on at the end of the year 
that wasn't happening in the beginning? 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Well, my putting has been -- I've been really struggling with my 
putting before China.  Then I told my coach, Gary Gilchrist, I asked him if he could go 
to China with me because that was a very important week for me.  I wanted to play 
well there and I wanted him to be there with me.  So he went there and I had a lesson 
with him, he fixed my putting like in 10 minutes.  Then I started to make putts.  That 
was why I won in China.   
 
Also this week, before this week my putting was, you know, not good again because I 
over-changed it and Gary was here, he helps me on Tuesday or Wednesday also like 
10 minutes, 15 minutes, and then he fixed it again and then my putting was better, 
although today I missed a lot of putts but I think that was because the wrong read.  
But I think Gary helped me a lot, and of course victory in China gave me confidence, 
too. 
 
Q.  What did he do with your putter?  What did he change in China? 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Yeah, well, I was standing too far away from the ball and my 
putter head was tilted this way like toe is up, and so I wasn't catching the ball really 
solid.  Then he changed it and then I over-changed it.  Actually I found out this 
Wednesday and he said I over-changed it.  I was too close to the ball and with the 
heel up. 
 
Q.  You look like you're just kind of cruising around out there like you never 
seem to get upset or you just have a jovial personality.  Is there any time that 
you really do get upset or frustrated and what is that?  You just seem to be just 
enjoying life. 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Yeah, because I do think that tour life is not only about tour, it's 
also life.  So I do think that I need to enjoy my tour life and I'm always a happy 
person, so it doesn't really matter how I'm doing, I still want to be happy.  Usually like 
if I set goals for the tournaments, I would set like a goal that I feel comfortable with it.  
A lot of people set a goal that, you know, they want like, how to say, they set a goal 
as winning or Top 3, but I like to set a goal maybe like Top 5.  Like this week I was 
actually thinking Top 10, so I felt comfortable with my goal and even -- obviously if I 
can get better than my goal I would go for it.  But 10th place is not bad for me, so 
there is no reason that I would get upset. 
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Q.  You spent time with Inbee obviously going to dinner and she kind of has a 
similar philosophy of trying to enjoy and be happy.  Have you guys talked 
about that at all? 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Not really about this, but I can tell that -- oh, I don't think she's 
ever mad.  For myself, I think I have a couple times that I was a little upset, but Inbee, 
I've never seen her face like this.  
 
Q.  The commissioner announced earlier in the week there will be two events in 
China next year.  Can you just talk about that was probably pretty exciting to 
you that you're going to be able to play twice in your home country next year. 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Well, of course, but I know those two tournaments are not like 
right next to the others.  I don't really know, you know, who the sponsor is or which 
club we're really playing at.  I just feel really happy to go back to China and be able to 
see all my fans, to see them, you know, cheering for me.  I think -- I do think that if we 
have more LPGA tournaments in China, it will help Chinese to know more about golf, 
especially the ladies golf.  I think it was really successful in China this year and having 
two events in China also means China is a big market for the LPGA, too.  As the only 
Chinese on the Tour right now, I wish I can help even a little bit. 
 
Q.  Where were you at when Gerina was coming on 18?  Did you see her 
second shot and how were you able to follow everything when you were 
signing your card and all that?  I don't know where she was when you were 
doing that.  
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Before this round started I didn't set a goal as winning, but I did 
set a goal like for score.  I wanted myself to get to 15-under.  So it doesn't matter if I 
win or not, if I get to 15-under I'm happy, and I did it. 
 
So it didn't really matter how Gerina was doing on the last hole, I still thought I played 
well today.  While I was signing the scorecard I saw her second shot on TV, which 
was amazing because she was -- I saw she was 162 yards away from the pin and 
she was right behind those long stuff and she got it to like 10 feet.  So I thought she 
was going to make a birdie.   
 
Well, I tried to actually get close to the 18th green to watch her putting, but there were 
too many people, I didn't even get in.  So I was okay, I'll listen.  If the crowd go like 
after "Ahhhhhh," I'll know she made it.  But the crowd was really silent, so I knew oh, 
maybe I won. 
 
Q.  (inaudible)  
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Yes, I did.  That was cold, but I still need to say thanks to Inbee 
and So Yeon, maybe they brought me good luck. 
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MODERATOR:  All right.  Well, Shanshan, last year you captured your first ever 
victory on the LPGA Tour.  This year you set the goal of winning two tournaments.  
What are the goals for 2014?  
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Well, I haven't really thought about it, but there were some 
people like already asking the same question, so I will say maybe winning three 
tournaments on the LPGA.  If I go one last year, two this year, three next year, by the 
time we get to 2015 it might be five in a year, so I'm happy with that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Well, we'll have 32 events on the LPGA Tour next year, plenty of 
opportunities. 
 
Q.  You were born in the year of the dragon.  Does that mean anything to you, 
does that give you anything --   
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  No, snake. 
 
Q.  What does that mean? 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  It doesn't mean anything.  It just means that I was born that 
year.  Like people would say that people are born, you know, with the same animal, 
they will have similar personalities, but I don't really know about it. 
 
Q.  It doesn't say anything like it's going to help you win golf tournaments? 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  No, I'm afraid of snakes, I mean real snakes.  I don't know. 
 
MODERATOR:  Well, another great season in the books.  Congratulations, two 
victories in 2013.  I know you've got two more tournaments yet to play this year, but 
we're looking forward to seeing you at the beginning of the 2014 season out here on 
the LPGA Tour.  Congratulations once again. 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Thank you.   
 


