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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  STACY LEWIS 
Saturday, November 23, 2013 
 
 
MODERATOR:  I would like to welcome in Rolex Rankings No. 3 into the interview 

room, Stacy Lewis.  Stacy, ties your career low, nice little 63 today, new tournament 
record, had to be a very good day.  Did you feel that coming?  You were out partying 

late last night at the Rolex Awards celebration, but talk about the round, what a solid 

day. 
 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I definitely didn't expect it.  I've been struggling with my swing 
and kind of my putting all week, hadn't really hit the ball very good, hadn't made any 

putts, but yesterday afternoon and then this morning just kind of found a few things 

that clicked, and it was kind of hard to trust at times but it really came together and 
just got off to a good start and holed out for eagle on 3, played a solid front nine and 

then just started hitting some really good approach shots on the back nine and made 
all the putts.  So it was, I mean, it's definitely one of the best rounds of the year. 

 
MODERATOR:  I heard it was the famous 5 iron again on 3.  Is that a shot that really 

jump starts a round?  I know holing out, obviously a great shot, feels good, but do you 

think that really kind of was the jump start to it all?  
 

STACY LEWIS:  I don't know.  I think -- well, actually the first two holes I had to make 
two 5-footers for par and then I hole out and again leave myself another downhill 

slider 5-footer on 4, so I think actually making those couple short putts, getting some 

confidence with the putter actually helped more than holing out that shot because 
those are the putts that I hadn't been making the last two days and I think to see 

those go in early definitely kind of freed me up. 
 

MODERATOR:  Now of course I'll bring up and we've talked about it all week, the 
Vare Trophy.  Giving you a little pressure, you and Suzann were kind of neck and 

neck heading into today.  She wasn't there last night up with you on stage, a little bit 

of motivation, you thought all right, I've got to go out and do this now.  
 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, it did a little bit.  I think things all work out the way they're 
supposed to and, you know, I said I would go and I fulfilled my commitment.  I was 

glad I was there more than anything to see -- just to see Inbee get her award.  The 

speech she gave was unbelievable because I know how hard that is, I know how hard 
it is to write the speech, to do it.  She deserved her night and I'm glad I was there. 

 
MODERATOR:  I got to see you congratulate her right afterwards, she was taking a 

picture and you said "thank you" because she mentioned both you and Suzann in her 
speech.  You guys kind of have a parallel from you last year going through the 

whirlwind of the Player of the Year, the media, then you kind of got to see her go 

through it, too.  Just talk about seeing her kind of being poised and handling all of the 
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hoopla of working with it. 

 
STACY LEWIS:  I mean, just playing with Inbee on Monday you could see that she 

was a lot more relaxed.  I know that feeling of trying to clinch Player of the Year and 
you're worried about every single shot and every single putt.  She's definitely more 

relaxed now that it's all over with.  We've all made each other better.  I can say thank 

you to them as well because seeing them be successful and seeing them win 
tournaments, it's raised my standards and shown me that you can win three majors in 

a year.  I don't know if that's anybody's goal, but I think Inbee showed that you can 
and that's what kind of motivated me this last half the year. 

 
Q.  What were the details on the hole-out? 

 

STACY LEWIS:  I was 177 and the wind was a little bit in off the right and just a 
perfect 5 iron.  I didn't even see it go in, I just saw -- there were about five volunteers 

up by the green and all their hands went up in the air so that's how I knew it was in. 
 

Q.  Best 5 iron of the year? 

 
STACY LEWIS:  No, not even close. 

 
Q.  Stacy, last year you were the first American in 18 years to win Player of the 
Year, you're going to become the first American in 19 years to win the Vare 
Trophy.  It's also still possible you could become the first player in 20 years to 
win the Vare and the money list.  What do these things mean to you? 

 
STACY LEWIS:  I mean, they mean a lot, just to be included on the list.  When you 

see the list of the past winner more than anything, just to -- I mean, Annika, Lorena, 
Karrie, to be included on the list with those people, I mean, that's just a dream come 

true.  And to think -- I mean, coming out on Tour did I ever think I could ever win any 

of these awards?  Absolutely not.  Just to be in the running for it is a huge honor.  You 
know, today definitely made -- is going to make tomorrow a lot easier.  You know, I 

think Beth and hopefully Betsy will be pretty happy, too, that they get to stop hearing 
their name being talked about. 

 
MODERATOR:  Talk about your relationship with Beth.  Have you guys talked 

recently or been in touch, because I know like you said it was a huge deal last year 

becoming the first American and Beth was the last time. 
 

STACY LEWIS:  We haven't talked, but I did -- I was sitting at the awards thing last 
night just kind of thinking about what she told me last year before I went to Asia and 

everything was on the line trying to clinch Player of the Year, and I thought about 

what she said to me, that you can't control what anybody else does, you can take 
care of yourself, you can take care of one shot at a time and that's what I tried to do 

today.  Suzann was playing right behind me and I told myself I was not going to look 



tee-scripts.com 
   

3 

back there all day long, I wasn't going to look at a leaderboard and I was just going to 

take care of myself and that's what I did. 
 

Q.  The way you're playing right now, do you wish -- (inaudible)? 
 

STACY LEWIS:  Well, I'm going to play in Dubai, so I still have one more event.  But 

I'm ready for some time off, I'm ready to put the clubs away for a couple weeks and 
rest my brain.  You know, the game's going to be there when I get back, but I need to 

let myself relax for a little bit. 
 

Q.  Have you ever had a day where when you started you were 11 shots back so 
when you walked off the course you were even, you were tied for the lead? 

 

STACY LEWIS:  I have no idea.  I mean, honestly, I didn't think I was out of this golf 
tournament.  I didn't think at all just the way this course plays with the wind, I don't 

think anybody's going to run away with it so I knew I wasn't out of it.  I knew I needed 
a good score today.  I certainly didn't think it was going to be 9-under, but I knew I 

wasn't out of it.  I draw from the British Open all the time.  I was three shots behind 

going into the 17th hole.  So with that fact right there it's kind of freed me up to say 
anything is possible and you've just got to keep hanging in there.  

 
Q.  Stacy, as a player, what's the difference between playing in front of tens of 
people, hundreds of people, thousands of people?  How does it matter, if at all?  
 

STACY LEWIS:  I don't think -- I mean, I don't think it matters too much.  I mean, 

when people are really close into the ropes I think that's the hardest time, but, you 
know, a lot of times I don't really pay attention to how many people are following our 

group or how many people are watching.  I mean, you certainly realize they're there, 
but the size of the crowd, I don't think it really affects things. 

 

Q.  Stacy, at what point in the season do you start paying attention to your 
statistics, specifically your scoring average and where you stand and maybe 
even the money list?  Do you check in every week? 
 

STACY LEWIS:  I like looking at stats because I'm a numbers person so I like just 
following numbers and seeing what -- if somebody's playing better than me, what are 

they doing stat wise, what are they doing that is better.  So I like looking at that stuff.  

But the end of the year stuff I don't really look at too much until the end of the year.  I 
mean, I would say over these last few weeks I've definitely been watching the Vare 

Trophy.  The weeks I didn't play I was definitely watching what Suzann did.  I tried to 
not look at scores, but I couldn't help myself.  I'm a numbers person.  I mean, I can do 

the numbers in my head and I try to not think about it too much but it's been there. 

 
Q.  (inaudible)  
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STACY LEWIS:  Well, I would say Suzann.  I mean, she wasn't really doing -- I mean 

winning wise at the beginning of the year but she was always there.  She's somebody 
that I -- you watch her play and kind of wonder, you know, she makes putts here and 

there but she hits it so solid and I think she leads the Tour in greens in regulation.  
She gets it done that way.  Inbee gets it done with a putter.  I kind of do a combination 

of both, but I just like looking at stats and seeing what people do well, and if they do 

something well, what can I learn from it.  Suzann, she's really methodical in the 
greens and she thinks about where she wants to leave shots and that's something 

I've tried to get better at over the last couple years. 
 

Q.  I'm just curious when you said it makes tomorrow easier, I'm thinking you 
meant that in relation to the Vare Trophy.  What about the overall tournament 
when you've got 10 players separated by three shots right now, how would you 
describe that part of it? 
 

STACY LEWIS:  I don't know.  I think when tournaments are so close like that you 
can't watch leaderboards because people are going to get on runs, some people are 

going to make birdies early, some people are going to make birdies late.  You have to 

just take care of yourself.  That's the big thing I've learned when tournaments are 
close is to not watch the leaderboards early.  Maybe you think about it, look at them 

towards the end of the round, but early, take care of yourself and more than anything 
it's just going to be nice not having to worry about my scoring average because I've 

been thinking about that way too much the last few weeks. 
 

Q.  Stacy, the Vare Trophy's named after a golfer from the 1920s and golf is one 
of the very few women's sport that has a history that's recorded that goes back 
that long.  I'm just wondering at what point in your career did you start maybe 
having an appreciation for just how far back the history of women's golf goes 
and does that mean something special that that trophy goes back to somebody 
that far back? 

 
STACY LEWIS:  I mean, as a kid I don't think you really appreciate kind of what 

people do before you and the opportunities you have, but definitely once I got on 
Tour, you know, I made it a point to get to know the older players, the Hall of Famers.  

I made it a point to do that because I wanted to know what it was like for them, what 
did they have to go through.  Even last night hearing Louise Suggs talk about -- I 

don't think it was Louise who talked about it, but just doing the clinics and all the 

things they used to do for free.  Now we're always like oh, what am I going to get paid 
for it, what am I going to get out of it.  But they just did it because they loved the game 

and they wanted to make our Tour better and that's something that I think we need to 
continue to spread to all the kids and to the players on Tour that we need to continue 

to build this Tour and take what these founders did and move it forward.  I mean, to 

have my name as a part of history is a huge honor and hopefully I take care of that 
tomorrow.  
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MODERATOR:  All right.  Well, thank you for coming in, good luck tomorrow.  
 


