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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  NATALIE GULBIS 
Saturday, November 23, 2013 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Good afternoon, everyone.  We would like to welcome our current 
leader, Natalie Gulbis, into the interview room.  11-under par, a great round, 7-under 
that you shot today.  Pretty impressive day out there on the golf course.   
 
Can you just take me through the day and what really was working well in your 
game?  
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  I had hit the ball well the last couple days and the very first hole I 
bogeyed, I hit a 5 iron into the water.  From there I just hit everything really solid and 
made eight birdies. 
 
MODERATOR:  This is your lowest round since Kraft last year.  What has been kind 
of going on with your game and what has been coming together this week to put you 
up there at the top of the leaderboard? 
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  Well, what's been going on with my game is I've been off for 
three weeks and I've been home in Las Vegas working with my coach, Butch 
Harmon.  I didn't play that well in Asia and there was a lot to do on my golf game.   
 
I changed irons, which as any player knows it's quite a process to change irons and 
switch to the new TaylorMade irons and just spent a lot of time with Butch redoing 
every aspect of my game and just working on fundamentals.  And I played in the 
Wendy's last week and played really well there, so now it's been nice it's carried over 
to this week. 
 
MODERATOR:  You guys pulled out a victory at the Wendy's. 
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  We did.  I never know if we're supposed to say anything or not 
because it used to be a secret and then it kind of gets out in the media.  But yes, we 
did win, Stacy and I played together on that team, and Cristie and all the girls played 
well during that day.  They're still playing well this week, too. 
 
MODERATOR:  I was going to say it's carried over to the leaderboard this week. 
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  It has. 
 
MODERATOR:  It's always great, too, when you can represent the LPGA at an event 
like that and play so well. 
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  It's awesome, and especially beat the PGA TOUR and 
Champions Tour boys.  The guys I think are always expected to win and so it's 
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always extra special when the LPGA team wins.  
 
MODERATOR:  In addition to playing golf this week, you've had a busy week off the 
golf course. 
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  One of the busiest weeks all year.  There's a lot going on here 
this week. 
 
MODERATOR:  We've talked about how busy this week has been, but you've been, it 
seems, everywhere between shooting commercials, you did a social stunt for us the 
other night for our Twitter account, and then you were on the red carpet last night 
hosting for Golf Channel, interviewing players for our Rolex Awards celebration.   
 
What's this week been like for you keeping busy on all these off-the-golf course 
activities?  
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  It has been very busy.  It's only been busy between like 5:00 and 
8:00 p.m. though.  That's been the real busy times.  But it's been busy for all the girls 
this week.  This is the Tour championship and we have a lot of exciting things going 
on with the Tour.  The schedule was just released and we had the Rolex Awards last 
night and shooting different things.  So I think all the girls are really busy.  But this is a 
great season-ending event and it's so convenient because everything's kind of right 
here. 
 
MODERATOR:  I would like to open it up for questions, just remember please raise 
your hand and wait for the microphone. 
 
Q.  I'm sorry to start with this, but can you kind of give us a recap of the illness 
you dealt with this year, exactly when it happened, how much time it took you 
away from the game and all that stuff?   
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  Yeah.   
 
Q.  Nice round today. 
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  Thank you.  I got sick at the very first event of the year, which 
was very disappointing because I had had a really good off season and was really 
excited to come out and actually healthy and feeling good, my back was feeling good, 
and I got sick in Thailand.  Then I missed, gosh, four or five events.  It wasn't until 
Rochester this year was the first event where I just wasn't beyond exhausted to 
where I could actually practice after the round and started feeling better.  Then from 
Rochester on I felt good and felt back to normal and feel great now. 
 
Q.  Malaria?   
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NATALIE GULBIS:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  How did they treat it? 
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  How did they treat it?  I got treated in Singapore and then I got 
treated when I came back to California and was with great doctors with a lot of 
medicine that I cannot pronounce. 
 
MODERATOR:  When you have to battle something like that, how much rest does 
that require and how much does it take for you to kind of get over the 
disappointment?  I mean, you were coming off some good performances last year.  
You said you felt great during the off season.  How tough is it mentally to overcome?  
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  Very tough.  Many of you guys know me and I'm not very good 
at resting.  I think as an athlete, they said you're probably going to battle this for the 
next six months and you should probably take the next two months and just relax.  So 
I thought that if I cut that in half and then cut that in half that I could probably get back 
for that.  So I kept on trying to get back and play, and every single time I would get 
back out and play, it would relapse and they would say, we told you this was going to 
happen.  So then I would get a little bit better and do everything I was supposed to 
do, and then I would try to play and then I would relapse a second time.   
 
So it was getting frustrating, but I also, I mean looking back, I enjoyed the break, too.  
I was home with my family and they took great care of me and it was nice having 
some time to just relax.  But during it, no, I was frustrated because I was watching -- I 
watched a lot of LPGA golf during that time. 
 
Q.  You do so much for the Tour and always have a smile on your face, but at 
the end of the day I know you want to win, that's why you're out here.  Does 
2007 feel like a long time ago since that's happened and how much do you 
think about that? 
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  It seems like a very long time ago and I think about it all day 
long, and every single time I practice or I work out I'm reminded that I haven't won an 
individual title since 2007, and even though I've had good finishes or played good 
golf, it's still not an individual win.  So it's something that definitely motivates me and 
it's something that I want to achieve again. 
 
Q.  Then with a big event coming next month, how much does your -- what's 
going on in your personal life affect you at all on the golf course in terms of 
relaxing you? 
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  I'm getting married before the end of this year, this month.  It's 
great, it's great.  I'm excited to be married and I've been engaged most of the year, so 
that's been fun.  I'm not planning any big wedding so I haven't been stressed out with 
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any of that.  But it's really fun being engaged because everybody throws you parties, 
which is awesome.  Like your family throws you a party, your friends on Tour throw 
you parties, every host family that I've been to this year, they like to celebrate.  So it's 
been really positive and exciting.  And I almost got married on the same day as Beth 
Ann, so I had to change the date. 
 
MODERATOR:  As Beth Ann talked about, you've been such a great ambassador for 
the LPGA Tour.  We've talked about what it means to have a founder-like mentality.  
Is that something that you kind of have really embraced throughout your career is 
trying to be like our 13 founders and really reach out to fans and do those things to 
really represent the LPGA Tour in the best way possible?  
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  Absolutely.  I remember my rookie year and Meg Mallon and 
Beth Daniel and Juli Inkster throughout the year telling me what it meant to be an 
American LPGA Tour player and what was expected of me and that I was to leave the 
Tour in a better spot than when I came into it and how important it was to set a good 
example for the next generations.  And I hope that I've made them proud because it 
was really important to me when they told me that and I want to be able to also share 
that with the young American players and make them proud, too, because they're 
players that I look up to, and Nancy Lopez the same.  I got to see her last night, she 
was my hero growing up and I remember how she was with how she treated being an 
LPGA Tour player and with the fans. 
 
Q.  How did you get in the position to hit 5 iron into the water on 1, and then I 
wonder if you could talk about the three birdies in a row string you put together 
starting on 3? 
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  I was in the center of the fairway and hitting a very easy layup 
with a 5 iron to the right center of the fairway and I pulled it straight into the water and 
then hit a pretty good wedge and made bogey.  Then I guess I birdied the next three 
holes, I don't remember exactly.  But I had struck the ball well all week.  I mean, 
bogeys happen, everyone's going to make bogeys and just was able to recover, 
rolled a couple putts in after that. 
 
Q.  (inaudible)  
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  Yeah, it was, but golf is like that.  Just when you think you're 
playing well, something really just off the wall happens.  And then the same reverse, 
just when you want to give up the game, you hit this spectacular shot and it keeps 
you coming back. 
 
MODERATOR:  Then you just can't wait to get back on the golf course after you do 
that. 
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  Yes. 
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Q.  Is it really nerve wracking like being in the lead and going into the final day? 
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  It is nerve wracking, but it's awesome.  It's so much more fun.  
Today was so much more fun than just finishing 30th or 50th.  To be in the mix and to 
be making birdies and to be playing well is what you practice for, what you play for, 
and to have that adrenaline and that nervousness, it's what makes all these players 
tick and why they practice so hard and want to keep winning more and more.  So no, 
it definitely is challenging in your first couple years when you're on Tour, but it's 
something to be embraced because it's a lot of fun. 
 
Q.  Being in the lead going to your final round, how do you like turn your mental 
game on in order to stay in it and not get too far ahead of yourself? 
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  I mean, I just kind of take it moment by moment.  You never 
know what can happen whether you're in the lead or you're 10 shots back.  Stacy 
today I know was sitting at even par and she shot 9-under.  So from a mental 
standpoint, just don't change anything.  My mental process has been pretty similar for 
most of the 12 years that I've been on Tour.  Sometimes you strike it better days and 
sometimes you putt better and hopefully that will be tomorrow. 
 
Q.  You said your mental game is pretty much the same.  Do you have any other 
rituals that you do consistently, like little lucky things that you do? 
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  I don't.  I was really superstitious my first couple years on Tour, 
but it's very difficult to keep up with your superstitions because if one fails you before 
you go and play, then something completely goes sideways.  As a junior player I had 
a lot of superstitions.  My dad and I used to go to McDonald's before every single 
round and it was -- even going into like my fourth or fifth year on Tour my dad still 
would go to McDonald's before every single round.  So it's funny that the people 
around you have really strict superstitions but I don't have any in particular. 
 
Q.  What were some of the other superstitions? 
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  That I had? 
 
Q.  Yeah.  
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  Oh, my gosh.  Colors, if I didn't play well in an outfit, I wouldn't 
wear that.  Eating the same thing for breakfast, watching the same shows.  My first 
couple years, one of my sponsors is Outback and I used to think that I played well 
every single time I had a Victoria filet and steamed broccoli, so I would eat the same 
thing and would obnoxiously go out of the way with my family or friends or whatever.  
Like they would want to go somewhere else and would be so sick of getting the same 
meal all the time.  Just the rituals that you have, listening to the same songs and just 
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doing the same things.  But it's very hard to keep up with those.  I mean, I have 
routines and I try to stick to the same thing, but if you have too many -- at least when I 
had too many superstitions, when one doesn't go your way, then that's really mentally 
exhausting. 
 
MODERATOR:  We're entering the final day of the final event of the 2013 season, 
$700,000 is on the line for the first place prize check.  What would it mean to you to 
walk away with that trophy tomorrow?  
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  I mean, to walk away with the trophy.  It wouldn't matter what 
amount the first place was, to win another individual title would be huge for me and I 
have -- I really -- this event is a little bit extra special for me because I used to play in 
the pro-am here with Terry Duffy and CME Group when they had it way before there 
was ever really an LPGA event and Terry would always say, Someday I'm going to 
have an LPGA event, someday I'm going to have an LPGA event, and had these 
strong goals to have the event.  It's really cool the last couple years that CME Group 
has taken over this event and has turned it into really just an incredible Tour 
championship. 
 
MODERATOR:  We wish you the best of luck tomorrow and thank you so much for 
joining us today. 
 
NATALIE GULBIS:  Thank you.   
 


